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Abstract

The purpose of this case study is to investigate rble islands play in their own
colonization and settlement by human societieexdimines the early nineteenth century
colonization by Southeastern Irish of two islanddlewfoundland and Prince Edward
Island — and a section of the mainland, the Mirdarikiver Valley of New Brunswick. The
aim of this nissological (study of islands) exantior is to increase the knowledge of the
history of the Atlantic portion of British North Aenica and the role islandness
(characteristics of islands) played in this hist@yg lan Ross Robertson warns, the history
of an island cannot be understood without considettie role of the history and heritage
of the ethnic groups that settled th&feurthermore, it cannot be understood without also
studying the interactions of the settlers with th&liand environment or in their mainland
environment.

The methodology is to isolate the role of islarefniey establishing the parameters
of a “controlled” retrospective historical studysiea on the research of John J. Manfion.
He examined the cultural transfer and adaptatiofsaiftheastern Irish immigrants to
Newfoundland Island, the Miramichi River Valley amdl area near Peterborough, Ontario.
This current study expands his methodology to Rridward Island and the additional
role of islandness in the settlement of the thtedysareas. (The area near Peterborough is
not included in this current study.) Following apker on Ireland, each study area has its
own chapter, taking a brief look at the naturatdrg of each study area and its history of
European settlement with the focus on the Soutbeadtish in the first half of the
nineteenth century. This includes an examinatiathefnitial pattern of settlement, a brief
description of the ethnic and social makeup ofstiuely area and then a short focus on the
elite controlled, resource-based economy of eagtlysarea. The final chapter makes
comparisons of the study areas and draws conckisibaut the effects of islandness on
them. My thesis will attempt to show the actuakef§ of islandness on the historical
development of the study areas.

The significance of the inclusion of the Miramidhithat it acts as a control for the
hypothesis:that for the Southeastern Irish migrants, the immatign experience,
settlement patterns, ethnic and social makeup, @litd controlled primary resource
economy on the islands, differed from their comiptdron the mainland, precisely
because they had settled on islands with chareties of islandnessBy examining
migrants who emigrated from the same place, fos#ime reasons, by the same means and
about the same time period we are performing arclbedl experimental study. The major
conclusion to this research is that in fact thedence does support the hypothesis -
islandness did have an impact on the evolutioh@fettlement of the islands.



Preface

My academic interest in geography, history and r@atesources dates back to my final
year in high school. | wrote my major paper on “Brgiare Timber Trade in White Pine in
the Ottawa Valley in the 1800s.” An undergraduatgrde in biology contributed to an
interest in natural history, ecology and the agpian of the scientific method. History
courses in Canadian, Atlantic and Prince Edwaraht$istudies led to an undergraduate
degree in history. Throughout the course work towasbtaining my graduate degree in
Island Studies | have continued to be interestethénmix of people, time, migration,
geography and islandness.

| selected this topic because | was interestddistorical migration and islands.
This interest was stimulated in part by Dr. Patfiakin? a professor from the University
of the South Pacific. He was a visiting professoisland Studies to the University of
Prince Edward Island and taught a summer cours@06 calledSpecial Topics:
Nature-Society Interactions on Islandshe course had an historical approach which
studied examples of catastrophic events such amnss or earthquakes, which were
almost instantaneous, other processes that hapgeaduklly over hundreds or thousands
of years, like deforestation or glaciation, or #aaghich happened over millions or even
billions of years, for example, the movement oftdae plates. These events caused
changes in the interaction between humans, hun@aetss and the environment. “Nature
through environmental change forces humans and msmgeties to change and evolve.
This has been identified as environmental detesmitii* However, this statement
downplays the role of choice by human individuald aocieties to adapt to environmental
change. My major paper for Nunn’s course was coatpar and was entitled, “The Effects
of Climate Change on the Long Distance Voyagindhef Norse in the North Atlantic
Ocean and the Polynesians in the South PacificitOtea

Later | also enrolled in a directed Island Studiesrse taught by Dr. Lisa Chilton
and Dr. G. Edward MacDonald. Both are in the Deparit of History, Faculty of Arts, at
the University of Prince Edward Island. There Idsta the history of the migration of
immigrants from the United Kingdom to the Canad&and provinces of Newfoundland
and Prince Edward Island. This course left me widmy more questions than answers,
and | was also faced with my own unsatisfactorypgliag with the historiography, history
and nissology (the study of islands) of my majaags “Immigration History of British
Isles Immigrants to the Islands of Newfoundland Bmicice Edward Islandl’wanted to
attempt a second, more satisfactory thesis to thesand analyze a group of migrants
coming to Atlantic Canada. The research of JoiMahnion, Brendan O’Grady, and other
researchers has provided me with the opportunitwrite a comparative thesis on the
topics of historical migration, islands and islaeg® in the North Atlantic Ocean.

The methodology is to isolate the role of islarsfniey establishing the parameters
of “controlled” retrospective historical study bdsen the research of John J. Manrion.
He examined the cultural transfer and adaptationSobtheast Irish immigrants to
Newfoundland Island, the Miramichi River Valley aawl area near Peterborough Ontario.
This current study expands his methodology to Rriadward Island and the
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additional role of islandness in the settlementha three study areas. (The area near
Peterborough is not included in this current stuégch chapter of a study area begins
with a brief natural history commentary followed d¥istory of European settlement with
the focus on the Southeastern Irish in the firftdfehe nineteenth century. This includes
an examination of the initial pattern of settlememtorief description of the ethnic and
social makeup of the study area and then a shamisfoon the elite controlled,
resource-based economy of each study area. Mystheliattempt to show the actual
effects of islandness on the historical developnoérihe study areas. The final chapter
makes comparisons of the study areas and drawslustoits about the effects of
islandness on them.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

I
Nissology the study of Islands

Islands have existed throughout a major part of dbelogical history of the Earth.
Biological organisms originally were created andlegd in the oceans, but they gradually
began to colonize terrestrial ecosystems, incluéstands. After hundreds of millions of
years of evolution, humans evolved and in relagyivetent times humans began to colonize
some of these same islands.

Nissology - the study of islands — focuses on thmeldmental physical relationship
between an island and the water around it. It alsmmines the social relationships and
interaction of humans and islands. Islands ofteaterin humans a feeling of boundedress,
or a sense of discreteness and insularity. Anath@&racteristic of islandness is that it acts as
a filter or conduit, or perhaps an interface betwt island and the rest of the watld.
David Weale proposes that for an islander “islasgdri@ecome(s) a part of your being — a
part as deep as marrow, and as natural and unsstiicois as breathing.How then does
islandness affect the experience of settlers coilogiislands, as opposed to those settling
on a section of the mainland?

This thesis examines the nineteenth-century magaif a people from the island of
Ireland to three colonies in British North Ameriddewfoundland Island is often referred to
as “the Rock,” describing, perhaps, the ruggedreadf the island. In sharp contrast, the
island of Prince Edward Island is known as “Thed®arin the Gulf.*’ The Miramichi

River Valley lies in the northeastern part of thaimand province of New Brunswick,
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which was once known as the “Timber ColonyAll three of these areas are associated
with the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the North Atlanticc€an and the continent of North
America. The geography and natural resources oftwleislands and one part of the
mainland of the North American continent have dedathe ways in which humans have
interacted with them. This interaction greatly edteand modified the environments of the
study areas and shaped the settlers, their imrograkperiences, their settlement patterns,
the economies and the societies that settlerslsstath in them.
Il

Mannion’s Model
Canada has a long history of accepting migratiraplee refugees and other immigrants to
its shores. That experience has created, in tumcha diverse historical literature on
immigration and cultural transfer. John J. Mannidor, example, has researched the
literature of the post-Columbian mass migrationwastern European ethnic groups to
North America. More specifically Mannion has stutitbe migration of the Irish to eastern
Canada and has attempted to reconstruct the dulimdscape of this group of European
migrants in the New World. In particular, he crite the literature on the transfer and
adaptation of Old World material culture to the N&lerld as being too general in method,
too general in conclusions and often under-resedrchMost Old World research
chronicles the pre-migration period of an ethniougr, but it is sharply separated from the
post-migration New World period. Mannion observieattEuropean researchers tend to
specialize on the pre-migration period of an etlgnaup while North American researchers
ignore antecedents in Europe and focus on themiggttion era. He argues the importance

of bringing the two perspectives together. Furthaen he feels the question of cultural
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transfer and adaptation to the New World environnerery complex as there are many
variables associated with the Old World antecedéehés Atlantic crossings and the New
World settlements. There are so many variablesan that it becomes extremely complex
and is nearly impossible to analyze. Each variahley be important, therefore the

researcher’'s approach must be to simplify and obmnariables and then analyze. He

suggests that:

In such a study the first step is, perhaps, tadmninimize the
effect of some of the variables. Some simplificatight be
achieved by selecting a single culturally homogeseOld
World group occupying two or more distinct areashia New
World; if these immigrants came from the same pleefeat
the same time under similar circumstances, shacedneon
motivations, traveled in the same way and so dferénces
emerging in occupance patterns between the newsaséa
settlement would be attributable, not to Old Wadahditions
or to the Atlantic crossing but differing conditions in the
settlement areasConversely, if cultural groups sailed under
similar conditions and settled in an area of thesN@orld
where conditions were similar, differences in thggtterns of
adaptation would have to be explained largely imte of
their Old World cultural heritage. In each case the
explanatory variables are confined primarily to ditions
on one side of the Atlantit’ (my emphasis)

This thesis attempts to incorporate the conceptdamdness into Mannion’s model
by offering a case study of migrants from the seatitern region of the island of Ireland.
They were a nearly homogeneous group of Celtic, &o@atholic, rural farmers and
pre-industrial artisans, sharing a common motivaetmimprove their economic conditions.
Farmland was no longer available to many in Irelaedause the number of people was

growing very rapidly to the point that there wasigopulation. The landlords of many

large estates would not allow their tenants to ienoa their estates because they were
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converting their fields to grazing livestock. Irighthers could no longer continue to
subdivide their farms into ever smaller plots fbeit sons. In addition to the economic
driver, the Penal Laws imposed by the British Ranknt and directed against Roman
Catholics caused political and sectarian violeiceutghout Ireland. These “push” factors
triggered a stream of out-migration.

In the first half of the nineteenth century Iristigrants crossed the North Atlantic
Ocean in wooden sailing ships and they settledesamiy for a short time, in British North
American colonies. In order to examine islandrfassors, this case study compares two
islands, Newfoundland Island and Prince Edwardhitsland a section of the mainland, the
Miramichi River Valley of New Brunswick. All threareas had significant immigration
from southeastern Ireland between 1815 and 184%0Rparing these three study areas,
this thesis adapts the methodology and researfglanhion and incorporates islandness as a
variable in their development. Differences emergingthe New World culture and
settlement patterns, it may be argued, were duwkffiering conditions in the settlement
areas; one of these differences was islandnedsap®ethe settlement of the Southeastern
Irish on these two islands will highlight the effeof islandness in contrast to the settlement
in the mainland.

Mannion studied Irish emigrants from southeastéreland, including the
southeastern Counties of Waterford, Wexford, TippgrKilkenny and southern County
Cork.** (Refer to Appendix Figure 1) This study uses thisne source area of Irish
emigrants from these southeastern counties. Téle $ettlement areas Mannion selected in
the New World were three townships near Peterbdrpsguth-central Ontario; three

settlements in Nelson parish, Miramichi, northedstv Brunswick; and settlements near
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St. John’s and the Cape Shore, all on the AvalainBala of Newfoundland Islard.The
current study also looks at Irish settlements enAtalon Peninsula and the Miramichi but
unlike Mannion, additional research also examimesh Isettlement on Prince Edward
Island, where the Irish formed a significant etrmiaority and grew to become 25% of the
population at the middle of the nineteenth-centilihe research of Brendan O’'Gradgnd
others indicates that small Irish farming commusitivere evenly spread across Prince
Edward Island. Except for Charlottetown there wasdarge concentrations as there were
in Newfoundland and the Miramichi. There were sroaficentrations of semi-distinct Irish
communities on Prince Edward Island and thus ivigkes not only a comparative example
of islandness but also a different physical pattéreettlement for analysis.

Irish immigration to Newfoundland had occurredotighout the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries and was strongly associatéd providing provisions and labourers
for the English cod fishery. Emigration from Irethto all parts of Atlantic British North
America sharply escalated after the Napoleonic Warded in 1815, and large-scale
immigration continued for several decades to theglstudy areas. However, by the time of
the Great Potato Famine of 1845-48 in Ireland thenigration influx into the study areas
had nearly ended. Thus, this study is pre-famimedares not include the tidal wave of one
million desperate “famine Irish” that came to No#imerica, primarily to the United States,
as a result of the famine.

In addition, there are other caveatsfantbrs to be considered. Irish immigrants
were perhaps more rapidly assimilated into manyroamities in the North America than
other Europeans. Donald Akenson feels they hadeatgadvantage over continental

European immigrants because many Irish were aldpdak English. This “Anglicization”
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had been occurring in Ireland for centurié8Vhether the Protestant Irish, both Anglicans
(Church of England) and Presbyterians (Church ofl&cd) were more readily assimilated
than the Irish Catholics is not clear. British NoAmerican societies in general had a
Protestant majority of English Anglicans, ScottiBresbyterians and smaller Protestant
denominations. Only in Quebec was there a Cathwoligority and most of that was
primarily French speaking. The Catholic Southeasteish culture persisted in more
geographically isolated communities in Newfoundlamdl northeastern New Brunswick.
The Northeastern Irish migrants who were usualbtéatants had one strike against them —
they were Irish. The Southeastern Irish migrantsewesually Catholic so they had two
strikes against them — they were Irish and Catholigeography, the Penal Laws and
sectarianism contributed to this isolation mosirsgty in Newfoundland, to a lesser level in
the Miramichi and perhaps to the least degreeimcBrEdward Island. However, even on
tiny Prince Edward Island both the Irish and Acadimoved west to avoid the dominant
and domineering Scots and Englt§iMany of the indigenous M’kmag also lived isolated
on Lennox Island in the northwest. In each of thuelyg areas Catholic Irish were socially
isolated because they were Catholics and Irislliontal societies largely controlled by the
British, from the largely Protestant Parliament Westminster. Akenson states it is
important that there is no “positive evidence (g contention that Irish Catholicism was
a cultural system that implied technological, ecoiwand social backwardness.”

The hypothesis is that for the Southeastern Irigjtants the immigration experience,
settlement patterns, social and ethnic relatiomsl the elite controlled economies of single
primary industries, on the islands, differed frdmattof their compatriots on the mainland,

precisely because they settled on islands withasttaristics of islandnessThese features
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and characteristics of islandness will be fleshetlas the thesis is developed. This case
study, then, attempts to isolate the effects @idhess from other factors influencing an

island’s development, especially in the case diucal transfer and adaptation.

1l
Atlantic Canadian History and Historiography

A dominant feature of the historical literatureAdfantic Canada is that it is rather limited in
the number of comprehensive works that actually @éh all three study areas. There are
some works which deal with certain themes in theifitaes. There are very few sources
that deal with the region as a whole, including fewmdland?® While there have been
many sources written about the three cases stutkeel the link between islandness,
immigration and culture has not yet been consideratetail. This thesis thus attempts to
fill some gaps in the immigration history of themoAtlantic. The role islandness played in
the settlement patterns in the case studies is iagedngeographically, historically and
nissologically. The most significant author for therent case study of Newfoundland and
the Miramichi is John J. Mannion. For Prince Edwésthnd, Brendan O'Grady and
Andrew Hill Clark are key authorS. The writers of colonial and provincial New
Brunswick history include Graeme Wynn and W. S. Mait*® respectively. Some of the
best documented histories of a small parish in Bewnswick are books about Old North
Esk, a small parish in the Miramichi, written by Iigi David Hamilton?® They do not
directly deal at length with the role of tBeutheasterirish in the Miramichi but do give a
detailed account of early settlement there.

An excellent historiographical source on the liisimineteenth century Canada can
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be found inThe Untold StoryThe Irish In Canad&? In this book William Baker divides the
historiography of the Irish in Canada into pre-1@n@ post-1970. Prior to 1970 there was
no general account of the Irish (neither Catholic Rrotestant) experience in Canada.
However, a major weakness in the pre-1970 liteeatvas that it put little emphasis on the
distinctiveness of the pre-Famine, Irish Cathaticriigrants®® Baker poses three questions
about interpretive themes of the pre-1970 schoiarshd then asks them of the post-1970
historical writings®® In general the pre-1970 literature adopted an émafjthe Irish
Catholics as poor, urban, often ghettoized, unifodguently violent, and assumes that they
had brought their problems in Ireland in their “gage” to Canada. Baker observes that the
pre-1970 literature reinforced the notion thate¢bee of the Irish Catholic experience was
not that of a distinct, pre-Famine Irish (includithge Southeastern Irish) but rather that of
the later Famine Irish. Gilbert Tucker has desditie Famine Irish as “probably the most
diseased, destitute and shiftless that Canada \easreceived® It is this image of the
Famine Irish that dominates the pre-1970s liteeatiirirish Catholics in Canada.

Baker then describes important developments inhte®ry of the study of Irish
Catholics after 1970. There was increasing useathadology of more sophisticated and
rigorous statistical analysis and subjects of siuese broadened beyond political history to
wide-ranging socio-economic history. The use of cemtual frameworks was also
increasing, to study for example, “social confliogquality, transiency and working- class
culture, all of which are relevant to a study afhr Catholics in Canada® Baker
specifically uses Mannion’s “study of Irish matégalture and adaptation” as an example
of this post 1970 Irish Canadian socio-culturaltdrig®® He also refers to Angus A.

MacKenzie’s book on the Irish of Cape Breton taHar illustrate that not all the Irish
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Catholics were poor, unskilled, city-dwellef$Baker says that the 1970s literature
broadened the range on Irish Catholic studies dddadimportant changes in interpretation
but did not go very much beyond the central tensnaf the pre-1970s historiography.

Canadian historians of Atlantic Canada have tertdede preoccupied with the
underdevelopment of the area, especially when coedp@ New England. Failure is the
leitmotif or recurring themef Atlantic regional history, according to PetempRoFor him
there are four intersecting contexts in early mod&tantic history: “the development of a
migratory European cod fishery, the rapid evolutmipost-contact Native societies,
gradual European settlement and eventually, théiciomg imperial ambitions of France
and Great Britain>

The historians of early Atlantic Canada also dedh a number of existential
guestions, according to Pope. For him the singlstimaportant historiographical question
is, “Who ought to be here?” Atlantic Canada was site of territorial battles between
English and French military forces for over a ceyntout the question of who ought to
inhabit this sub-arctic island (Newfoundland) wagjuwestion that challenged the very
establishment of settlement itséfin Prince Edward Island and the Miramichi the éssfl
belonging had less to do with international paditiand more to do with internal relations
with other ethnic groups. All four contexts are edsed in this case study with special
reference to the Southeastern Irish, many of wharevactive participants in all four of
these intersecting contexts.

Pope has also recently written a book on the danlglish plantation society of
Newfoundland calledFish into Wine: The Newfoundland Plantation in ®eventeenth

Century.The book deals mainly with the English SHSi&efer to Appendix Figure 2) but
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also describes the role of the Irish as suppliepavisions and labourers for the migratory
fishery and later, settlers for development. Hegssts that “accidents of geography”
limited agricultural production for self-sufficiepc but the riches of the cod fishery
provided the local Newfoundlanders with a new tgpeash or credit economy similar to
modern consumerism. And it is true that capitalstattered Europeans, including the
Southeastern Irish, across the Atlarific.

Where Pope has focused primarily on the early ggan history of Newfoundland
Sean T. Cadigan has written a comprehensive bodkemistory of Newfoundland and
Labrador which discusses the gradual involvemdasscconflict and struggle of the Irish
within the social, economic, religious and politiceevelopment of Newfoundland. The
Irish demonstrated their discontent and fought regjaiheir suppression by the English
bourgeoisie of merchants, clergy and politiciansSof John’s and the Westcountry of
England. Cadigan’s book provides a description lapalar Newfoundland society divided
by ethnic and class conflict.David Dawes has perhaps written the most receok bo
dealing with religious and ethnic tensions in thelye settlement of Newfoundlartd.
Religious sectarianism and ethnicity fanned the#la of chronic violence.

Scott See has documented the violence betweerl€atiand Protestants in New
Brunswick. The Catholics were often Irish immigisaand a variety of Protestants, natives
and immigrants were organized into the Orange Qpdety as a response to the influx of
Roman Catholic Irish. The Orangemen sought to ptdteeir economic position, social
power and culture and they used vigilante tactia$a so. The Irish Catholics reciprocated
the animosity and antipathies with violence in §diohn, Woodstock and Fredericton.

However, some areas with high proportions of I&tholics, such as the Miramichi,
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experienced no collective violence in the late ¥84@'Grady devotes an entire chapter on
the Prince Edward Islands’ Irish Catholic versustsgh Protestant antipathy, which
resulted in “the Belfast Riot.” However, O'Gradyestses that the central issue was the
“Land Question” not sectarian violence and thatnepidfies the “epic” quest of nearly all
immigrants to Prince Edward Islafdl.

Edited collections are a common vehicle for inigiglinary collections of articles
of Atlantic Canadian history. For example, Manni@s edited a book of articles about the
spread of settlement across Newfoundland. In ifoduiction he states that one of the
salient themes of Newfoundland historiography is sfuggish rate of immigration and
population growth for over two centuri&sThere was a gradual collapse of the migratory
fishery during the first decade of the nineteemthtary with the fighting of the Napoleonic
Wars. However, during the next three decades inatiar increased and the population
almost quadrupled due to in-migration and develagroéthe stationary fishery. The Irish
formed 75% of the British passengers sailing fromtai to Newfoundland during these
three peak decades of immigration. Gordon Handsoeakticle examines primarily the
migration to Newfoundland of the English from theuth west of England but he also
discusses the parallel migration of the Irish fribra south east of Irelarfd.

Thomas P. Power is the editor of another interdlis@ry book about the Irish in
Atlantic Canad4! It includes a detailed study by Mannion of the tBeastern Irish village
of Inistioge, County Kilkenny which is representatbf an antecedent source of migrants to
Newfoundland? Cyril J. Byrne and Margaret Harry are the editofsanother book of
Canadian and lIrish essays about Newfoundldraamh An Eisc: Canadian and Irish

Essay®’. Talamh An Eisds the Irish name for Newfoundland, meaning “trd of the
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fish” or “the fishing ground.” Also in the bodkalamh An Eisc: Canadian and Irish Essays,
George Casey identifies two weaknesses in therlogtaphy of Newfoundland. First it
was not an official British colony until 1824 aritktefore there is a lack of documentary
evidence and government reports. Second, most higtalrical records have a religious or
ethnic bias:* As he describes it, the conflict between IrishHoits and English/Scottish
Protestants was a major barrier to social growih @evelopment in Newfoundland and
throughout Atlantic Canada. In Newfoundland, patady on the Avalon Peninsula,
English Anglicans and Irish Catholics were apprcadety equal in number. However, the
Protestants had the controlling hand in Newfourdilapolarized society.

In Prince Edward Island and the Miramichi thereswa greater variety of
ethnic/religious groups and the various interrelahips were more complex. For example,
lan Ross Robertson has examined the relationshipeoHighlanders and Irish on Prince
Edward Island. He concludes that he could only mak® generalization with certainty:
“that if the history of Prince Edward Island is eve be made fully intelligible, it must be
seen in the context of the heritages of the peoptes immigrated there’® Perhaps this
generalization can be made for all of Atlantic Gliaa history and all the many peoples
who have immigrated to this region. This currenidgt emphasizes the role of the
Southeastern Irish in the settlement and developwofeftlantic Canada. Their role is also
significant within the context of other peoplesluting the Scots, English and Acadians
who are traditionally considered the major ethmaigrant groups.

In summarizing the historiography of Prince Edwésidnd, J.M. Bumsted once
described the commonly held view that Prince Edvslathd’s history has been dominated

by the land question, Confederation, the StraiNofthumberland and\nne of Green
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Gables®® As with Pope’s list of four intersecting contekisAtlantic Canadian history only
three of Bumsted's list will be considered by exlthg consideration of the novel by Lucy
Maud Montgomery. Bumsted argued that the narrowmdaan these issues has made our
understanding of Island history limited. “The temsi between the internal, often
sentimentalized ‘specialness’ of the Island andchéed for outside connections has been
both powerful and endemic in Island historiograpfyin other words, Prince Edward
Islanders saw themselves as unique because thee Wwas an island. Furthermore
Bumsted highlights the study of ethnic groups amgor trend in the modern historiography
of Canada. He states that “over the past thirtysyg@anadian historians have concentrated
on recovering the voices of these grouffsAtlantic Canadian historians are part of this
trend and this current case study is specificaflgnapting to recover the “voices” of a
marginalized group, the Southeastern Irish. Thegksbut due to their religion, accent and
ethnicity. However, on Prince Edward Island a comnuause arose between poor
Southeastern Irish farmers and poor Highland Sdottarmers against the absentee
proprietors. This common cause may have helpedetakizlown some of the social barriers
between the various ethnic groups. It was imporard small island to be considerate and
to be aware of your neighbours — if you wantedda@lgood community member.

A reference for popular reading about the relatgms between Canada and the
Irish is The Untold Story: The lIrish in CanadaThis two volume book contains a
remarkable variety of subjects and themes. Setifios devoted entirely to the history of
the Irish in Atlantic Canada. One historical theraé'New Ireland Lost,” which is a
common theme in Irish Atlantic Canadian literatutemay reveal a sense of loss of the

opportunity of creating another, perhaps utopiegiahd in the New Worldn The Untold
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Story: The Irish in Canaddhe theme is used twice in Section Ill essaydit@ne refers to
the Irish in Prince Edward Island and the otheenefo the Irish in New Brunswick.Using
this term is suggestive but also somewhat ambigubus “New Ireland” theme is further
used in two book titles, one of essays about teohcal New Brunswick Irish and the
other, once again, about the Irish in Prince Edvsiahd>* TheNew Ireland in the Gulf of
St. Lawrenceéheme is also adopted in the subtitle and artaléisree special issue volumes
of The Abegweit RevieW These titles may speak to historians’ attemptiet with both
romantic views and the harsh realities of the frélan the east coast of the Atlantic Ocean
and a “New Ireland” on the Atlantic’s west coa¥Were the Southeastern Irish attempting
to recreate another Ireland in the New World? & tiwree study areas there were very
different physical geographies. Did any of the ¢hstudy areas create settlements that were
styled as “Old World” Ireland?

A number of historians have written articles arabhs about the Irish in New
Brunswick. Some include references to the uniqyaufadion of Southeastern Irish in the
Miramichi. P.M. Toner has edited a book entitielv Ireland Rememberedted above. In
it, William Spray has documented in two essaysréoeption of Irish in New Brunswick
and the Irish of the Miramichi? In The Untold StoryToner mentioned that the Miramichi
Irish were the most visible Irish community in N&wunswick. Eighty per cent of the
Miramichi Irish were Catholics and they formed thecond largest concentration of
Catholics in the provinc® The establishment of the timber trade had brouatge
numbers of Irish from port cities, including Wated and Cork in the southeast, and
Londonderry in the north of Ireland (Ulster), keetMiramichi, Saint John and many other

parts of New Brunswick. Many of the Irish who diggarked worked in the timber trade
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until they were able to buy or rent land. Some ri@edhin the city of Saint John while others
moved on, often to the United States.

Peter T. McGuigan has written a volume on thénlnsthe People of the Maritimes
series? It certainly also needs to be acknowledged tHagroauthors have written articles
and books about the Irish in other areas of Atta@&nada besides the current study areas.
This includes Terence Punch who has written extehsiabout the Irish in Halifax and
Nova Scotia®’ The Halifax Irish had strong, significant geneabaty and historical
connections with the Newfoundland Irish and theaviichi Irish®® Of course there are
larger studies of the region that deal with spedifiemes of one facet of Irish history or
another. Sources with some information about tehy of the Irish in the Atlantic region
as a whole include an edited bookTye Atlantic Region to Confederation: A Histdoy
Phillip A Buckner and John G. RefdOn a less academic level, there are works such as
Atlantic Ocean: The lllustrated History of the Oodhat changed the Worltdy Martin W.
Sandler® These books do not deal specifically with thehlrisut they do reveal the
interconnectedness of British North America with thst of the Atlantic World and indeed
throughout the entire World.

There are other edited books of interdisciplinesgays produced by older, more
traditionally trained writers of Atlantic Canadidmstory. Francis W.P. Bolger edited a
history of his native Prince Edward Island in 19%% centennial year of the province
joining Canad&’ The lIrish played a significant role in coloniairfee Edward Island but
his book tends to concentrate on the role of ingwdror significant historical figures, Irish
and otherwise. MacNutt's book about colonial Newrgwick is similar in that it also deals

with important people such as politicians and gowes but rarely mentions the lives of
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ordinary fishers, foresters or farmers. He doeslasize the importance of the forests to
New Brunswick®? These books are in a more traditional style ofAtit Canadian history
that focuses on wars between European imperial ggpywelitical developments, battles and
treaties, or on more important people, usually m&mh as politicians, prominent
businessmen, and military leaders. Bolger and M#cNare trained in an era in which
political history tended to dominate the discipinef Canadian history and Atlantic
Canadian history. This tradition focuses less erlitles of ordinary people such as the Irish
immigrants at the grassroots level. For example, ibok Westcountrymen in Prince
Edward’s IsI&® deals specifically with the James Yeo family. Tiesre owners of ships,
shipbuilding firms and shipping businesses whichlitbover 350 wooden ships in
approximately 80 yeaf§.There is little mention of either the Irish, oettestcountrymen
skilled craftsmen, labourers or local supplierdimiber who actually built those wooden
ships.

A significant strength of the literature of Atlic Canadian history is the
interdisciplinary approach of the historical gequrars. The Newfoundland historical
geographers include John J. Mannion, Gordon W. Earld C. Grant Head, and John
Davenport Roger®. In 1959 Andrew Hill Clark published the groundikiag historical
geography of Prince Edward Islan@hree Centuries and the Island: A Historical
Geography of Settlement and Agriculture in Prinagwgrd Island, Canad&® Clark’s
central theme is the development of agriculturaddpction. He links ethnicity with
agricultural production and agrarian practices. dddition, his book outlines the
development of various ethnic groups and their liolethe evolution of patterns of

agricultural land us&’ In a similar way Graeme Wynn has written a his@rgeography of
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New Brunswick,Timber Colony: A Historical Geography of Early Nieenth Century New
Brunswick®®

This interdisciplinary approach of history and gegphy may lead to a productive
combination with a third discipline — nissologyhetstudy of islands. None of the literature
documented above concerning the history of thet®&astern Irish in Atlantic Canada thus
far includes nissology or islandness. This curoase study thus expands our knowledge of
the history of Atlantic Canada by incorporating Mam’s methodology into the
immigration history of Prince Edward Island (andwfieundland). Furthermore the
Miramichi is used as a “control” or standard whallows comparisons of the two island
study areas. As noted nissologist, Godfrey Baldacchas written:

that there is no better comparison for an islarah thnother
island, there may also be no better comparisoa foainland
than an island, since the processes and dynanat®dtour
habitually on a mainland may be enhanced and eaisst
in an island setting’

Of course, the comparisons of islands to islaads, islands to the mainland, are
central to the hypothesis and theme of this currgmidy. A recent trend in the
historiography of Atlantic Canada, certainly inrieée Edward Island, is to examine the
immigration histories of smaller visible minorityragips including Lebanese and
Afro-Americans’® These micro-minority groups along with the Iri@gth Protestants, and
Catholics), the Acadians and Mi'kmag, endured racand prejudice. This racism was
imposed on them by the more powerful and wealthgtt®th and English majority. No
doubt there was reciprocal racism on the part efntimorities. Are small islands sites for

more intense nativism, sectarianism or racism?

A nissological thesis by Margaret Doyle comparesynaspects of the history of
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Ireland and Prince Edward Island and the role laindness in the social evolution of
women'’s rights on the two islandsGeography dictates that Ireland, Prince Edwashts!
and also Newfoundland are islands in the North rAita As such, there have been the
essential similarities in boundedness and a patiioti insularity, isolation and the creation
of a sense in islanders of being apart from “othidisey share a common colonial heritage
in the British Empire, and they have similaritissethnicity, culture, and to a certain degree
elements of language and religion. All three iskanere primarily rural communities with
a history of economic struggle due to a lack oustdal base and problems caused by a
pattern of out-migratio Their colonial past has created both distinctsirities and very
great differences in cultural transfer and adaptatEach island has a unique natural
history, which helps to explain the way in whicleittdistinct island cultures have evolved.
v
An Overview of this Case Study

The current case study is organized along geograband topical lines, embracing three
disciplines: nissology, geography, and history. @éal, the Introduction, has discussed
nissology provided a description of Mannion’s Modeld outlined the hypothesis of this
thesis, then presented an overview of this casdystacluding a brief historiographical
overview of Atlantic Canada, the region where thdividual case studies are located.

All of the case study chapters share a similarctaire. Since geography, the
particular landscape of each settlement areanisat¢o the thesis, each chapter begins with
a geological, geographical, and natural historyisecThis is followed by a brief overview

of its history prior to the Irish settlements bestgdied. Having established the setting and
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historical context, each chapter then proceedstexamination of the experience of the
Southeastern Irish, with additional subsectiondingavith specialized topics, for example,
the economy, settlement patterns, and relationstisother ethnic groups.

Chapter 2 necessarily begins with the Irish contdiscussing and describing the
Southeastern Irish source counties and their ogtation from Ireland. What motivated
these people to leave Ireland? What was the histiorontext of their migration?

Chapter 3 addresses two Southeastern Irish setiteroa the Avalon Peninsula of
Newfoundland Island. It briefly discusses the nalthistory of the Avalon Peninsula and
the development of the Southeastern Irish in Nenditand, their settlement pattern there,
the cod fishery and their relations with the Erglan the peninsula. Highlighted in this
chapter is the very early development of the cstidry in the 1500s. This is centuries
before the other areas of British North America evbeginning to be colonized by the
British. The extreme isolation of the outport fistivillages is also highlighted because
isolation is a very significant and fundamentalrelcteristic of islandness.

In Chapter 4 the study then follows the coho$ofitheastern Irish who immigrated
to the British North American colony of Prince Edddsland, a very different physical
setting than Newfoundland, and the experienceisfabhort on that island. The creation of
semi-lrish communities, widely dispersed acrosdsfand, is touched upon. There were no
significant physical barriers to subdivide the plagion of rural Islanders and no major
exclusive ethnic regions developed. The Irish vierelose proximity to other ethnic rural
peoples, in particular Highland Scots, and this &atgnificant effect on the evolution and
resolution of the historic Land Question (the ptemae of large-scale, leasehold estates)

there. Ethnic cultures often have exacerbated km@riaions on an island but the Southeast



30

Irish farmers found common cause with the Highl&wbts in dealing with absentee
proprietors.

Chapter 5 examines the Southeastern Irish cohdtte mainland colony of New
Brunswick, more specifically in the Miramichi Rivealley ared> Again, the discussion
begins with the natural history of the study aned the immigration and settlement history
of the Southeastern Irish. Were there charactesisti islandness that resulted in different
immigration experiences and initial settlement gras on the islands than those on the
Miramichi mainland? Did these three areas suffethoive on economies of a single
primary industry? The Miramichi is a control orrstiard, which allows for comparison with
the islands

In Chapter 6 comparisons of the three study aaeasliscussed and conclusions
proposed. Settlement patterns, social and ethiatiores, and the elite domination and
socio-economic control of the study areas are coedgpand contrasted. Finally islandness
and the role of boundedness and isolation are ithesicin the context of island studies
theory. These characteristics of islands are nigfuanto islands. For example, they may be
found in continental coastal areas, small statesnauntainous regions. However, taken
together islands have certain characteristics imbioation that can be described as
islandness.

Mannion’s work examines cultural transfer and daltign. This study utilizes his
research model and incorporates O’'Grady’s reseamcthhe Southeastern Irish of another
island, Prince Edward Island, integrating it wikie tresearch on the Avalon Peninsula of
Newfoundland and the Miramichi. Mannion’s modekatpts to decrease the number of

variables involved with the Old World antecedertlements, the motivations to emigrate,
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the migration, and to isolate the variables of ¢comas in the New World. This study also
expands his model to include the variable of isteasd, characteristic of the two island
study areas. It describes and analyzes the effd#cislandness characteristics on the
immigration experiences, initial settlement patseamd the economies of single primary
resource areas on islands and mainlands. By fagusinthe available data through an
islandness “lens” this current study creates ah®gis of geography, history and nissology.
While generating this new nissological knowledgeiibvides a unique approach, and
attempts to fill a few gaps in the knowledge of thistorical development of Atlantic

Canada.
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CHAPTER TWO: SOUTHEASTERN IRELAND

I
Natural History and Prehistory

Any study of cultural transfer and retention musgiip with the culture that is affected by
physical re-location. This chapter, then, examthessource for the immigrants under study
in Atlantic Canada, Southeastern Ireland, providanigistorical, economic, cultural, and
social context for their out-migration. Their exigeice of the New World would be shaped
by their experiences in the Old. The southeastetmties of Ireland include the modern
counties of Wexford, Waterford, Kilkenny, Tipperaagd Cork That this area of Ireland
sent out settlers to Newfoundland, Prince Edwalahts and the Miramichi was itself a
product of geology, geography, invasions, settldraad human interactions.

Ireland’s population was the fastest growing indper in the 19 century. There
was no industry, except the linen industry in Cawkjch had also collapsed in the™9
century. Unlike the British North America coloniahere land was cheap and labour
expensive, in Ireland, land was expensive and latloeap. In Ireland the struggle between
various factions for centuries led to violence,rgit war and subjugation over the basic
resources — land and the food it produced. Islayftth have limits on the amount of
agricultural land and this coupled with religiouslaethnic conflicts led to the reoccurrence
of tragedy in Irish history in Ireland but alsoMewfoundland, Prince Edward Island and
the Miramichi. The romanticized “New lIreland” thermge common in the literature of
Atlantic British North America.

Ireland’s position as a small island on the nevdst coast of mainland Europe puts

it in the path of North Atlantic depressions movimg off the ocean. This creates a
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distinctive climate: a cool summer, wet and mildtire winter with lots of rainfall and
modest amounts of sunshine. The high rainfall isdcaive to the richness and growth of
flora especially in the higher land in the weste Houth-west part of Ireland is out of the
paths of the rainfall from the Atlantic depressioliss warmed by the Gulf Stream and
warm, moisture-laden south-westerlies. The soush-@d Ireland is drier and more
continental in climate characteristics than othatsd*

The source of migrants in this study was fromdbetheastern part of Ireland. The
human history of southeastern Ireland is tightld aften tragically bound to the human
history and natural history of Ireland as a whdlehn Feehan states that “Ireland owes its
natural distinctiveness to its unique geology nthen anything else’” One starting point
in time to begin the study of the natural histofylreland is with the supercontinent of
Pangea, which began to break up about 250 millears/ago. The northern part, Laurasia,
separated from the southern part, Gondw&iBetween 180 and 200 million years ago the
northern continents of Europe and North Americaapeip separate and move apart, away
from the Mid-Atlantic Ridg€. Thus, the Laurasian continent divided and Irelama/ed
east with the Eurasian tectonic plate and Newfcamtllmoved west with the North
America plate. Feehan suggests that this separstaoied approximately 210 million years
ago and that this ultimately resulted in the foioratof the northern Atlantic Ocean.
Furthermore, Ireland was initially on the Earthisface in the southern hemisphere and has
moved steadily northward with continental drift ewénce its formation into its present
latitude in the northern hemisphéfe.

The Carboniferous and Old Red Sandstone rock dapér Cork, Kerry and

Waterford were crumpled into parallel folds of dgand valleys. The Carboniferous rock
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was eroded away and the Old Red Sandstone, whistharaer, became the high ground,
forming the spectacular mountains of the south. Jieltered and fertile valleys in the
south became some of the best grazing land imidéfa

In recent millennia the islands that became Iietland Britain were joined during
the last ice ages to continental Europe. The lakt stage is called the Midlandian in
Ireland. The northern two-thirds of the island weogered by glaciers while Munster and
south Leinster was covered by frozen turffd/hen these glaciers melted Ireland was
separated from Britain by the Irish Sea, St. GeésrGbannel and the Celtic Se@he island
as a whole has been described as basin-shapedf andwed from the sea by a
circumnavigating explorer has the appearance ofoantainous country; but once this
fringe of mountainous country is penetrated thandlis low-lying, and generally flat with
the very middle depression forming a land of lakess and bog$.

The overall regional habitats particularly the iedrwoodlands are a result of
geological heritage of rock, the glacial debrisnirthe Ice Age glaciers, the soils they
produced and the interaction of climate and topalgyaThe flora and fauna have evolved
in local ecotopes and habitats as a result of ¢cilmzEhange and human influence. The
theory of biogeography predicts similar flora aadrfa within the British Archipelago but
the proximity to continental Europe also has hadéhgract®

The submergence of the east coast occurred 7208 ggo and finally made Ireland
an island®® Marie and Conor Cruise O'Brien propose that theyEatone Age Era peoples
do not appear to have reached Ireland. Middle Stdge fishers and food-gathers of
post-glacial Europe crossed from Scotland to Antfimlowing coastlines and tree lines.

They may have walked across or used skin boatsdzmaitacled’ These Mesolithic people
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were the earliest Irish and they lived an “intepsebnservative lifestyle...loved the
water-side, lake and island, and this preferencelitioned the siting of homesteads for
some thousands of years afterwardfdri fact, some built and resided on artificial isla
called crannogin Irish. Feehan suggests the Mesolithic peopk litde impact on the
vegetation of woodlands, wetlands fen or bogs ie pre-agricultural periods. The
Mesolithic people were followed by a successiomweéders and settlers.

The Neolithic people of the New Stone Age are Wwebwn for the massive stone
structures they built. Theegalithic(“built of great stones”) structures varied frooligry
standing stones to massive decorated passage-graMes Neolithic inhabitants were
farmers and raised crops and domestic animals astened pottery making, spinning and
weaving®® The Celtic Bronze Age in Ireland lasted one arttht millennium and left a
legacy of beautifully crafted bronze weapons, cogpel native gold personal ornaments.
These people left no written records but sometitmeé$ed their dead in the megalithic
tombs. Much of agriculture remained unchanged bet éntire island of Ireland was
occupied by the beginning of the Bronze Aj#larie and Conor Cruise O’Brien feel it is
impossible to consider the emergence of the IromiAdreland without keeping in mind the
prehistory and folk-memory of a low density, spapsgpulation poorly able to defend itself
and dominated by small war-bands who became tletoearacy. The population was
significantly Celtic-speaking and conquest-mindeging to subjugate the many peoples of
Western Europ&

The Iron Age in Ireland was not the Iron Age adnie and it traces its roots to
barbarian iron-using peoples who swept across Eufopn east to west starting seven

hundred years before the Roman invasion of Britélreir language was Indo-Germanic
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and we call it Celtic.” The evidence points to a complex of self-contaitrézhl units
among whom warfare, internecine and external, waemic.™ These tribes went on to
sack Greece and Rome. Much of what we know abeuC#its is found to be in common
with the Irish in salient terms of religion, custerand traditional practic€S. In the
Mediterranean world, the names of the British Ishke=re: ‘lerné’ in Greek or Latin,
“Hibernia” was Ireland; while Albion,” once all of Britain, became Scotland. Seven
centuries before the time of the Roman ConquedBthish archipelago was dominated by
the Celtic language and culture, as were Gaul laadberian peninsul#.

Historical invasions from Europe by the Belgaedem the first century BC from
north-east Gaul to south-east Britain and latdretand®® The south-east of Ireland was
often the route of many of these invaders. The Rogeseral Agricola considered invading
Hibernia (Ireland) from Britain but reconsideredda@Roman invasions threats stopped in
the fifth century AD?® This meant Ireland remained un-Romanized. Thus, Itish
traditional native Brehon Law competed with Christian law in the Irish cons@oass for
a number of centuries, in fact, until the Tudor Goest’”

The Celtic Irish had successfully remained outsidereach of the Roman Empire
but not the Roman Catholic Church. Some Christigssionaries came from Wales. They
called the Irish CeltsGaels.”®® Other missionaries were sent by Rome. In the y&ar 4
Pope Celestine in Rome appointed a Bishop naméddied to convert the Irish and care
for the Christian people of Irelarfi This is the beginning of the recorded historyrefdnd.
Palladius may have been St. Patrick, the saintitivadlly associated with the
Christianization of Ireland.

The homes of the Iron Age Irish were essentialtyilar to other early Christian
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period homes. Towns and villages did not becomegbdine landscape until after the Norse
began to raid and then settle in the ninth certlhere were successive waves of Norse
invasions and occupations much of it in the souwit-€The final battle with the Norse was
their defeat at the Battle of Clontarf in 104he south-east had thus become somewnhat of
a “cockpit” for conflicting cultures. However, beten “rounds” there was intensification of
a dense trade network, especially around Waterf&dltic traditions and arts are other
indicators of how the Irish Celts flourished despite presence of the Norse. The Irish
polity rallied after the initial shock of the Norgsvasions which evolved from raids to
establishing settlements. Christianity brought many changes with Irelanégtionships
with Rome and other parts of Europe, especiallyld&m*°
[l
Early English Colonial History

In 1166 a typical dynastic feud between Irish kingsulted in the deposed king of
Leinster, Diarmait Mac Murrough, of eastern Irelamdting Henry Il, the Norman king of
England, to invade southeastern Ireland. The Nosmém responded were mercenaries
less bound to the English King and more bound by tesire for Irish land after their well
worked territorial conquest of Walé%-The Norman conquest included the capture of
Waterford and Wexford and many parts of southeasind. This area of Ireland became a
nearby source of men and supplies for trade andostin fighting wars waged by the
Normans and other future English kings.

As a counter to the Normans the Irish hired fareigops, galloglasses,”from
Scotland and the Isles of Norse-Gaelic stock atttedeheir families in Ireland. For their

part the Normans knights intermarried and credteeet great earldoms in the “Pale,” the
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English colony on a narrow strip of eastern Irelasmhtred on Dublif® They also
practiced fosterage, whereby children from one edémily were raised in another noble
family to strengthen alliances. Hence the tetdibericis ipsis hiberniores’(more Irish
than the Irish themselves). Ultimately, the Iridtsarbed the Norman Conquest, and as
England waged the Hundred Years War and then threo¥the Roses, no English King up
to Henry VIII could concentrate on Ireland let adimance a re-conque'$t

Economic ties were important in southeasternmieland successive English Kings
had sought to stimulate trade since the late tivedtntury. Ultimately Waterford (in
south-east Ireland) and Bristol (in south-west Bng) were declared privileged staple
ports within a year of each other. Thus, the Ehglismonstrated they wanted to improve
trade in the Celtic S€&andtrade grew significantly between southeastern metland
southwestern England during the middle ages. Brer®@faith proposes the year of the
colonial parliament at Kilkenny in 1366 as a stagtpoint for examining some of the
political, social and trade issues between Ireland England. He looks at the period
between ca. 1360 and ca. 1460.The inland traditwonks of both Bristol and Waterford
also encouraged economic contacts between westagtariel and southern Irelan®.
(Refer to Appendix Figure 3) Even in the late medigeriod Waterford remained in the
sphere of English kings. For example, the portthecEnglish monarch had close civic and
religious ties. Waterford kept records of its righénd history, and petitioned the English
kings. Its merchants used the English chancerytegubcedures, the church kept records
and the records of officeholders were maintaitféth the 1400s Waterford was drawn into
the Hundred Years’ War between the English andriemch which turned the Irish Sea

“into a battlefield of sorts®*’ Waterford was in the vanguard of this war, suffgrattacks
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and damage.

Many absentee English landlords of Irish propsrtiere not prepared to defend
their land against native Irish kings and theselr&mglish lords often opposed the English
Kings. Several declarations were made that setfitera England should colonize these
re-conquered lands. By the middle of the fifteecghtury the politics and socio-economic
life of southern Ireland was more stable than d baen for the previous century. “The
magnate marriage alliances that helped hold thelcAimgh component of the king of
England’s realm together had important implicatiémsthe relationship between Bristol
and Waterford in the fifteenth centur}f®

Between the Norman Conquest and the Protestanju@sh by the Tudors was a
period of relatively peaceful development. Howetag issue of the Pope against King
Henry VIII was a rallying call for war. The Irishded with the Pope and for the first time,
this included both Irish church government andl@tate. The various leaders of Ireland
had included compromise and extemporization uphto reigns of the TudorS? The
O’Briens state that “The Irish were now in constaawolt against English rule throughout
Elizabeth’s reign.**°

The O’Briens further describe an enduring pattefndomination by superior
Protestant English forces of Catholic Ireland. &elis differences intensified a cycle of
increasing national animosities and hatred. Forl&mhthe solution was to uproot the
hostile Catholic population and establish Protddtauglish and Scottish settlements mainly
in northern Ulster. However, in other parts of ared the plantation solution was not
consistently applied over a long enough periodimetto succeed:* Economically and

socially, the Catholics were oppressed and dengebd or modern education. The English
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and Scottish conquerors vilified the conquered held them in contempt. The English
planters were determined to hold onto their plaotat and the Irish were equally
determined to recover their lant! The Irish rebels and Irish Royalists became inedlin
the Civil War of England and both sides were crdshg Cromwell’s Ironsides in
1649-52*2 Cromwell's main objective again was to root oue trebels and settle
ex-English soldiers in their place. The O’Brienfaim the real shock of Cromwell was not
his cruel ferocity but rather it was the efficierafyhis anti-Catholicism and the determined
mannet**in which he dealt out what could be called “ethdieansing.” What had been
established by the transplantation was a landédglass mainly of English and Scottish
origin of some type of Protestant denomination lgu@hurch of England (Anglican) or
Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) which subjugaibtedRoman Catholic Gaelic-speaking
peasantry. This Protestant Ascendancy would last tine last quarter of the nineteenth
century**® The consequence of the great Cromwellian and a#iiamite confiscations
entailed the massive consolidation of highly fragred medieval holdings?®

Estimates by Sir William Petty, at the time, sugiglat in 1641 the Catholics held
three-fifths of the land in Ireland. By 1665, aftee Restoration settlement which partially
reversed Cromwell’'s campaign, the Catholics heleHiith of the mostly poor land in the
western province of Connaught. They benefitedelittom the expanding export of
agricultural products of beef, butter, hides, t&lland grain. Six-sevenths of the population
lived at the subsistence level, growing and eativagnly potatoes and weaving their own
cloth’

The Irish Catholics sided with the Catholic Enigli§ing James Il who ascended to

the English throne but was forced into exile fronatéfford to France, a result of the
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“Glorious” Revolution of 1688. In the following ge James arrived back in Ireland and he
soon controlled most of the island. However hisésrwere defeated by William of Orange
at the Boyne River in 1690. James’ only loyal treephe Irish Catholics - were England’s
irreconcilable enemied’® The Irish Catholics had become involved in a sdcon
international war between the Pope, the FrenchDtlteh and the English. Hatred built on
hatred and “the weaker party was doomed to be sppde and the weaker party was the
native population of the smaller and more remdanis™*°

William wished to tolerate the Catholics to a degbut the Protestants of England
and Ireland felt menaced and opposed Catholicisne overnments of four English
monarchs William, Anne, George | and George |l ldsghed a series of anti-Catholic
statutes — the Penal Laws. Under these laws Ireghdllics could not sit in parliament or
vote in parliamentary elections; they were exclufteth the bar, the bench, the navy, the
university, and all public bodies; they could natspess a horse worth more than five
pounds, or weapons. Catholics could not go to dehatohome or abroad. Complex land
ownership laws stripped almost all the land ownghtholics and placed it in Protestant
hands. The conversion of any Catholic relativermtéatantism could result in that relative
taking complete ownership of their entire (Cathofamily’s property. Catholics bishops
and unregistered priests were exiled and exectiteéy returned to Irelantf’ The Penal
Laws were rarely used to their maximum extent Inetytexisted and were a constant,
intimidating threat directed against Catholics.

Another law prevented manufactured Irish woolendyfrom being exported to
any other country besides England which enforcesdyduties against these Irish products.

This law ruined the woolen industry and preventedld@stablishment of other industries in
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Ireland*** Many Irish Presbyterians sheep farmers and wani@nufacturers emigrated to
North America. As time passed the Irish Protestéetsame aware that the distinctions
between Catholics and Protestants so obvious aat clt in Ireland was increasingly
blurred by the English. The laws were circumverigdome educated English who found
the laws distasteful after the Catholics had beeshed and no longer posed any threat. The
1770s brought the first relaxation of the Penal&add concessions to the Irish in general.

The Penal Code in the British Empire was finallyaiaded in 1829.

1l
A Portrait of Ireland c. 1750-1850

In the mid-eighteenth century Ireland’s populatioras growing rapidly and the
demographics set it apart from the rest of Eurtiggeok just over 100 years — between 1700
and 1835 for the European population as a wholdotdble; whereas the population of
Ireland doubled in fifty years (1750-1800) from 2034.6 milliort?2. The rural population
growth was outstripping the urban growth and the o&urbanization was slowing dowft.
This was a feature almost unique in western Europeiral nineteenth century Ireland the
prevailing system of landholding was estate oddhnelord system. This system reached its
zenith in the period c.1750-18%¢f. Thus it predated the exodus of Southeastern trigh
was beginning to loosen its grip at the beginnihthe mass diaspora associated with the
Great Potato Famine of 1845-48. During the midvagnth century and before the
establishment of a centralizing government thelzxdvas the supreme arbitrator of local
life. He was often the driving force behind conting and rapid changes in traditional

society and the economy particularly in rural anelere the landlord was focused on the
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“progress of enclosure and the expansion of thaped area. He also sought to establish
new growth points by way of small villages and tewvhich would provide basic services
in the countryside?® In general by the middle of the nineteenth centheyvast majority
of land was leased out to tenants through a hieyaot middlemen especially when the
landlord was absentee or the estate was owned loysttution like Trinity College. As
Hughes suggests it was “colonial” in nature anddteatest proportion of the population
was subservient with the segregation of “plantemt| &native.”?® The overwhelming
economic purpose of agriculture in Ireland in tlaet eighteenth century was the
production of crops and livestock for export tot&in 2’ The south-east had some of the
best agricultural land in Ireland and was very elts south-west British market and trade
routes.

Hughes examines the value of rural land propertyt850 which indicates the
relative distribution of rateable valuation of peoty. These rates were based on soll
sampling taken at random across the estate. A hiiifeence was made between the
“worked” and the “rough” with great stress put & potential to produce an agricultural
product for a market. Accessibility to transpoxatiroutes and nearness to villages and
towns was also considered. A broad designatiorbeamade between a wealthy east and
south-east versus lower values in the west anth+veest. (Refer to Appendix Figure 4) The
counties of the south-east are among those in exé¢d® shillings per acre which indicates
successful establishment of commercial farminganglords:?® These included the most
wealthy areas of southeastern Waterford and Cawll, areas around Dublin and the
north-east which were also areas of finely finishehsions, parklands and wealthy long

established influential families. In contrast whtese areas are compared to the poorer
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areas west of the Shannon River, west mid Corkeaspeécially in north-west Leinster they
indicate the most critical sociological divisions ireland. These socio-economic
differences were hardening and were strongly imibeéel by language, religion ethnicity
and other cultural factors?

In those parts of Ireland most intimately involvedth landlordism, massive
regimentation of people and places led to a loggeofonal initiative. In nineteenth century
Ireland tenants with good leases were invariablyai-Irish stock tied to the system of
privilege and patronagg® In the mid-nineteenth century especially in thets@nd in the
east there was a large proportion of the populatighe towns and villages that made their
living directly from the land. Throughout the histoof the systematic colonization of
Ireland the planning and construction of nucledt®uns and villages was often done by
former soldiers as integral part of plantation sohe™’ Yet some estates possessed
territorial cores which could be dated back to reedi times.

Hughes divides Ireland into the two sections. @as the “colonial” section where
landlordism triumphed absolutely. This was in theth and east which featured a high ratio
of resident proprietors, a high number of privildgenants, an expanding marketing
economy and a diverse richness of life in the toand villages. The colonial section
included the southeastern counties which provithedntigrants to Newfoundland, Prince
Edward Island and the Miramichi. The second seatias in the north and the west which
was marginalized culturally, economically and pbglly. These counties retained their
Gaelic heritage but were poorly endowed. Theiretgavas egalitarian, parochial and rural.

The economy there was self-supporting due in pagdation®*?

The colonial section could be further subdivideddd on tillage into two areas. One
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area was truly arable land where wheat and barkne wlominant and cultivated for the
export trade. This area was south of the line cotimg Dundalk Bay in the east to Galway
Bay on the west (Refer to Appendix Figure 5) In the northern hatieat and barley
made up less than 10% of the crops. In the soutr@adistrict these crops occupied
30%13* Paradoxically some farms in this area were hel@atholic families for centuries
and provide evidence that landlordism was not fptddminant. In these areas were some
smaller towns, especially with medieval roots amdravhelmingly Irish population.
Another important agricultural activity was thear@g and fattening of cattle and
sheep. Pastoralism and pastoral areas have aleaysitnportant in Ireland particularly in
the Midlands where landlordism had sunk its deepesiperhaps most insecure robts.
The estates of the midlands were often run by sates for some of most illustrious
families in Ireland but they were often absenteellards. The actual care of animals were
in holdings of townlands with a central graziertuand a fringe of very small cottier
lettings. Cottier families had no firm commitmeantthe pastoral lands communities or to
each other. Hughes blames the social and demograpdtability in the area east of the
Shannon with the rapid loss of the Irish languégee*° (Refer to Appendix Figure Gjhe
landscape was bleak as small towns and villages gpeat the intersection of drove roads.
Estates in contrast had highly embellished builglifay families with non-Gaelic names.
Many of these small towns reached maturity in Pénmads when planter families exercised
their superior status and identiff/. There was a dichotomy of urban functions which
influenced the morphology of small towns. For tipdahters” there was a central “market
and court houses, an assembly room, the establidinadh, endowed schools, together

with fine multi-storey residences of merchants, pieepers and a small number of
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professional people-®® For the “native” quarter often on the arterialddeading west there
might be a “fair green flanked by a haphazard ghosftsingle-storey traditional types of
houses with gaunt institutions of church and seséblished since 1800 These
included chapels, poor houses, dispensaries, iafies, national schools and convents
which were meant to serve the needs and aspiratfdih® masses.

The second great territorial division in the neestth century in Ireland ran as a
great crescent from north-east Ulster to the Shamstuary and beyond to the south-west.
This area was one of small farms, with few landlesfates, and the strongest Gaelic
traditions. Irish was the language spoken mainlylitgrates and it was in rapid retreat in
the first decades of the nineteenth century. Bilalgm was virtually unknown throughout
the country and the Gaelic speaking areas werelynaish monoglots-*° Some of the
counties along the Atlantic Coast including ErnsMayo, County Galway, excluding the
south-east, west Clare and south Kerry, were dolldyg the poorest and least accessible
areas of western Europe. They were the last afdasland where 80% of the Irish spoke
Irish. They were the latest to be farmed, probdiyefugees evicted from other more
desirable area¥’ During the eighteenth and nineteenth centurie®#neen land had small
farms carved out by despairing communitiésFamily farming should not only be
associated with the Atlantic Seaboard and Gaekalgpg areas. Family farming was an
important feature of northern Ireland in countieshs as Armagh, Cavan, Monaghan,
Donegal and Leitrim. Some of these farming areasddback to the seventeenth century.
These counties show patterns of colonization bey there still particularly self-conscious
communities-*?

Hughes concludes that the landlord estate systegarbto decline towards an
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inglorious end at the time in mid-nineteenth ceyptuhen it seemed to be at the peak of its
power and influence. It destruction and collapse lr@ught about by an elaborate, lengthy

and deliberate series of legislation and policigg@ernments in London and Dublit{.

Kerby A. Miller et.al. propose that:

Despite brief periods of relative prosperity foagers and

larger tenants, especially between 1770-1814, Irish

countrymen from the late f6to the mid-18 century

generally experienced both poverty and submissidre

cumulative effects of this on Irish Catholic chaescand

outlook often rendered them patient and resignethéir

humble condition in lifer*°

North America provided the Irish with an opportynio escape this humble

condition. Patrick Fitzgerald and Brian Lambkin clude that the failed rebellion of 1798
resulted in a strong emigrant flow pushed by repvesgovernments trying to control the
migration of suspicious ideas and sedition. Theygsst that these emigrants of the 1790s
were “modern” in that they paid for their fare mthhan by becoming indentur&f.They
sought escape from Ireland and a better econorucegfuThousands were revolutionaries
and they ended up in North America. Most went eolinited States where they contributed
to the Anglophobia of the early American republibey further suggest that by 1800 the
outlines were in place for the pattern of ninethergntury mass emigration not just in
Ireland but within the English-speaking world. “Theedominance of the trans-Atlantic
route was clear, as was the future importance isBrNorth America (later Canada) as a
destination of arrival and settlement?

After the Act of Union in 1800 which united Britaand Ireland into the United

Kingdom (with Wales and Scotland) there began &d@itury of “mass” migration from
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Ireland to Britain (a half million) and North Amed (one million). In spite of this the
population continued to grow in Ireland at a veighirate while the economy stagnated and
thus poverty was further entrenched structuralhe €astern ports transported emigrants to
Liverpool where the new steam-propelled ships parted them to British North America
and more often to the United States. In the nexte#s the British government established
175 Commissions and Special Committees to examisle &ffairs and issues yet it was
totally unprepared for the Great Potato Famine8af5:481“? It is ironic as Fitzgerald and
Lambkin state that there were famines in 1817-18221and 1831 during what is
persistently called the “pre-famine” peritti.Furthermore they suggest that well before the
Great Famine there was little they could do to prevrish Catholic emigrants from passing
through Britain or British North America to the ‘they pot” destination of the United
States>® The mid-point of this half century, 1825, markée £mergence of Liverpool as
the hub of Irish diaspora and the turning point kgh@atholics outhnumbered Protestants as
the major component of the emigrant fl&t.
v

The Southeastern Irish Homeland
Mannion considers the migration from the southeagpart of Ireland to Newfoundland,
Peterborough, and the Miramichi to be part of glsiexodus of poor Catholic Irish across
the Atlantic in the 1800s. Their primary motive anigrating was economic distress. After
1770 the population of Ireland had grown very rapiBuring the Napoleonic Wars many
areas of pasture had been converted to crop tilksfger the wars there was a reversion to
pasture and small farmers with many sons could divide up their farms into

sustainable-sized farmsGéavelkind” was the English term for the Irish land inheritanc
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tradition of dividing the farm into equal sharesntale heirs> Landlords who had once
encouraged division of landholdings now forbidntlamall tillage units were amalgamated
into large grazing pasture farms.

The only significant industry in Ireland was themfacture of linen in Munster,
based largely in Cork. There were few other indesstio provide jobs and the linen industry
itself collapsed. There were other factors as whith depressed the economy which began
to decline early in the 1800s. Ireland is famougHie potato famine of 1845-1848 but there
were numerous other smaller famines before and &ftgarian riots became common after
1815 and this was another stimulus to migratfin.

The region’s culture was also in a state of flad &urmoil. In the decades before
emigration the number of Gaelic-speaking monoglatshe south-east was declining
rapidly. By 1800 only half the Catholic populatisas ignorant of English. The number of
southeastern monoglots of Gaelic was declining suatby 1850 Cork and Waterford were
the only counties where over half the populatioewraelic. As English spread more and
more potential emigrants were exposed to emigrgiopaganda and knowledge about the
New World and British North America increased. Kmogv English — one of the major
languages of the New World - gave the Irish anaesilvantage over the emigrants of
continental Europe in terms of understanding entigneadvertisements, making decisions
about emigrating and fitting in socially in the h North American colonies?

Emigration was essentially an individualistic smuo to the economic and social
problems of the Irish rural farmers. The decisionetnigrate was usually made by the
individual or the nuclear (parent-child) family. Was uncommon for entire extended

families to emigrate because once a few membeasfamily had emigrated some of the
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economic pressure was taken off the home farm.diesity of emigrant last names and
the variety of location from which they came, iraties that in the study areas almost all
these families were unrelaté.Mannion states, “It was the small farmers, victiofighe
change to pastoral farming, and their sons, whadcoa longer acquire land, who left in
great numbers after 1815°° Those seeking to leave had, by then, a cleartpdtilow to
the New World.

“Between 1675 and 1700 Ireland had establisheggalar export trade in salted
provisions — pork, beef and butter - to victual feglish fishery in Newfoundland>
Thousands of southeastern Irish were involved ia provisioning trade between
Newfoundland and England. Ireland, especially théts coast, had several advantages in
the development of this commerce in the North Attart was close to the trade routes
between England and Newfoundland and it had thiewdtural products to offer. It had a
warm moist climate ideal for growing pasture fottlea both, beef and dairy, pigs and
sheep. Along with sheep, the primary market haa lgegland but the Cattle Acts of 1663,
1667 and 1681 were used to proscribe Irish livéstoal protect English farmers. The Irish
salt provision trade in pork, beef and butter tBemtched to continental Europe, and the
transatlantic colonies, and the provisioning martketNewfoundland took off and was
sustained for almost three centurt®s.

\Y
The Waterford Connection with the New-Founde-Lan

dl59
Waterford was initially a ninth century fortifiedking settlement. Its English name is from
the NorseVadrefjord'® Its harbour is the nearby confluence of three gelie rivers the

Barrow, the Nore and the Suir. These rivers mearieugh a hinterland of rich
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agricultural and prime dairy farmlar@ The Irish of the south-east were involved with the
exploitation of the fishery off the coast of Newfmlland from the fifteenth century.
Fishing fleets from the Westcountry of England semkthe Celtic Sea, calling into the ports
of Waterford, Wexford and Cork for provisions, fester and labourers before sailing
across the Atlantic Oceaff The labourers were called “green men,” not becthsewere
Irish but because many were unskilled and newedithing and sailing experience. This
was also true of many of the English Westcountryriée conditions on the North Atlantic
could be dangerous and loss of life was commonthnd press gangs, in some years,
roamed the ports of the Celtic S8aIn the early years it was illegal to over winterwen

to build permanent buildings in Newfoundland. Laaerangements were made whereby a
person would be hired for two summers and the wete@ng winter was spent in
Newfoundland. As the decades rolled by illegal ewertering became more common. This
had an advantage in protecting the fishing shdlztsss and other wooden structures as the
native Beothuk often burned unprotected buildingghie winter for the nails and other
fixtures made of iron. It is unknown how many Irishen and women migrated to
Newfoundland. If a military ship appeared on theizan they usually fled into the woods
for fear of being pressed. Around 1800 howeves iestimated that there were 10,000
annually employed in the English/Irish fishery higwfoundland.®*

From the beginning of the Newfoundland fishery ¥ast majority of Irish migrant
labourers were young male servants who came to feoknglish masters. Nearly all were
Roman Catholic and many spoke Irish only, or pooglih while their masters were
Protestants, primarily Anglicans, speaking prinyakhglish. This paralleled the situation

and conditions back home in many ways. In Irelahé, people of English Protestant
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descent were there as a result of conquest anthptanin the 1600s. In south-east Ireland,
where most migrants were from, the Protestants limethe ports and towns, and on the
bigger farms, and they dominated rural landlord elemes. In Ireland, between 1700 and
1730 Irish Catholics accounted for 80-90% of thaltpopulation. During this same period
of time in Newfoundland this ethno/religious rati@as reversed i.e. 80-90% of the total
population was English Anglican. A small Catholignority operated in an Anglican
English culture area, hence the name the EnglishieSbf the east shore of the Avalon
Peninsula of Newfoundland Islanf.(Refer to Appendix Figure 2)

As conditions deteriorated in Ireland emigratioevg more attractive. By the 1770s
the arterial roads into Dublin, into Waterford ([b&) and also the Protestant stronghold
into Cork (Bandon) showed signs of poverty andaibdevelopment. Primarily Catholics,
with one foot in the rural areas, and the othet foairban areas, they tried to eke out an
existence in the liminal zoné& Rapid expansion in rural areas led to more poyerty
begging and vagrancy. The scale of the problem dvgubw and almost overwhelm the
government in the first few decades of the ningteeantury.

There was an interruption of trade during the Ao@er Revolution between
Newfoundland and New England, and so companiesstf inerchants formed to sell goods
in NewfoundlandFinn’s Leinster Journah 1785 noted the potential for the establishment
of stores for coarse woolens, linens, boots, shodwther articles of home manufacture in
St. John’s, Placentia and other ports near thefsiThree years later in 1788 forty ships,
“chiefly” English, rendezvoused off Waterford to kéa merchandise to victual
NewfoundlandThat this had not happened earlier was lamentetddsglonmel Gazetté®’

During the late 18 century there was little increase in the numberish ships involved.
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However, as the English fishery grew, particuldhg planter sector, the demand for Irish
labour also grew. English ship owners and shipmasiegan to hire Irish servants from the
traditional trade network within the Waterford l@riand. Passengers were considered
another commodity to augment the profits of thendedlantic voyages. In 1697, fares
outbound were 3 pounds and 2 pounds return. Fasg@ngers thus provided a gross profit
of 100 pounds®® Almost all the Irish were servants. As James Stiwy/first commodore to
note the lIrish traffic, wrote: “The trade of Irishh Newfoundland is all sorts of frises, linen
cloath, bandle cloath, hats, shoes, stockingsebgetke, bread, butter, cheese & all sorts
of small merchandise, their returns for it are fisif

As Cyril Byrne observes: “The Irish-speaking patidn of Newfoundland in the
eighteenth and nineteenth century which origindtech within a forty-mile radius of the
city of Waterford came out to the Newfoundland éishto make money**® Many returned
to Ireland, others went to other places but thates#éorty-mile radius provided migrant
settlers who stayed in Newfoundland and formedséndit people in eighteenth and first
half of nineteenth century Newfoundlahd.t is not surprising that in Newfoundland the
Irish language was so widespread because it wasrsonon in south Tipperary, South
Kilkenny, Waterford and west Wexford. This area aaslrish- speaking stronghold until

mid-nineteenth centut{?

Bryne further states that:

The Irish population engaged in life in Newfoundiaim
much the same way in that they did in Ireland.. \ifas a
mixture of pleasure and pain — card playing, dngkand
good company against the miseries of a life pugstigh and
having one’s hands burned with hauling ropes amdilivag
pickled fish!"®
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Another commentator Sir Richard Bonnycastle walléwfoundland in 1842. He
saw it as essentially Irish, and coined the termafiBatlantic Ireland” for Newfoundlarié:
Yet another commentator, Henry Winton more spedlificstated “Newfoundland is merely
Waterford parted by the sed”

This, then, was the Southeastern Ireland thatbeagin pushing out migrants to
what is now Atlantic Canada in the™.8entury. Arguably, its people were formed by their
local history, and their manner of living, farmiramd trading had been shaped by both the
landscape and their relationships. They were agona@thantly agricultural community,
although heavily enmeshed in larger patterns agtraut population explosion, agricultural
change, and economic pressures were making it mode more difficult to maintain
traditional patterns of inheritance and land uset-@igration had become an attractive
option if not an absolute necessity. By the seduaiélof the 18' century, Newfoundland
had become a popular release valve for the vartemsions that were squeezing
Southeastern Ireland. In time, other parts of Aita@anada would attract them as well. As
the commentators quoted above show, the Irish webklpe their new home, but, as

Mannion argues, their new home would shape thewedls



55

CHAPTER THREE: NEWFOUNDLAND

I
Natural history and Prehistory

The Irish who streamed into Newfoundland in théneggnth century were migrating into an
island with a European connection dating from taemiof the 18 century and a settlement
colony that had taken root in the"&ntury. They had to adjust themselves to a cémat
landform, economy and society that were the moskeadly different from their homeland,
southeastern Ireland. Ireland has been called Bdg@ldest colony. However, there is an
argument to be made that Newfoundland was the tobdésny, though it was not an official
colony until 1826. Paradoxically Newfoundland wias bldest and also the newest colony
in the region.

This chapter describes the gradual colonizatiddesifoundland, the coming of the
Irish, and, in particular, the establishment of thgtinctive Southeastern Irish communities
on the Avalon peninsula. They highlight several am@nt characteristics that helped
determine the degree to which the Southeasteimwese able to transplant — and retain —
their traditional patterns of settlement and wajdife. First, the rugged nature of the
climate and the landscape dictated to what exkentrish settlers could re-create their Old
World farms. Second, the overwhelming importancéhefcod fishery in Newfoundland
inevitably meant that the agricultural Irish wo@ildm the outset have to adapt their way of
living to an economy dominated by the sea. Thind,$outheastern Irish experience in the
Avalon peninsula illustrates the critical importanof a defining characteristic of

“islandness,” that is, relative degrees of isolatidsolation dominated the history of
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Newfoundland and its effects would only graduakjcede as the centuries rolled by.
Newfoundland was isolated from other places, atitesgents within Newfoundland were
isolated from one another. Such isolation may haselated Irish Newfoundlanders from
other cultural and social influences, but it was ecansidered a virtue. This chapter traces
how the isolation from other outports and othepogs was overcome, while isolation due
to the harshness of conditions — especially inavirt was only partially overcome.
Newfoundland Island sticks out into the North Atia Ocean in such a manner that
more than any other study area it has been defimedhe sea. Cape Spear on the
southeastern Avalon Peninsula is the most easpigt in North America. George
Tomkins et. al. include the island in the Appalachphysiographical region. The island has
10,000 kilometres of coastline and the extensiastimes may be regarded as the most
important geographical features of the redi6iThe fragmentation of the sea by the land
and also of the land by the sea has meant “thame fecus of water or land routes in the
Atlantic region, to compare with Montreal, for exalm™’’ However, it could be argued
that the Avalon Peninsula and thus Newfoundlandnid] does have one predominant
harbour, St. John’s which was a focus and entrigpdhe peninsula and the islaff@.
Another very important geographical feature is@rand Banks, off the southeast
shore of the Avalon Peninsula, which falls withihet 100-fathom depth contour.
Geologically the Grand Banks and other banks abensuged extensions of the mainland
and islands. It is almost the same size in arddeagoundland Island itself and it became
one of the richest fisheries in the world. (ReteAppendix Figure 7Fish is what brought
the Western Europeans to Newfoundland and it waditst Canadian staple. Fishing has

been the foundation of the economy of the Avalonifila and Newfoundland Island in
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general for 500 years. Thus, the Grand Banks dmel dlank areas are also very significant
geographical features. The mixing of cold watenfrie north -- the Labrador Current --
and warm water from the south -- the Gulf Streanm the shallow waters of the fishing
banks creates ideal conditions for the growth afkgton which fish thrive oi? Added to
this mix is fresh water from many rivers and theioutaries and estuaries, including the
Great Lakes, the St Lawrence River, the Gulf oL&tvrence and many rivers of Labrador.

The island’s climate is also influenced by theseam currents, and it is sub-arctic
boreal, being cooled by the Labrador Current ananegd by the Gulf Stream. In winter, the
Avalon Peninsula can be almost surrounded by apeomanent pack ice which has a
marked influence on navigation. The pack ice anebecgs make navigation nearly
impossible for small wooden boats. The peninsuédss uniquely within the western edge
of a mid-latitude Atlantic air mass, and thus reesisome severe snow falls but it can also
receive 40-60" of rain, and fog may be presentimies almost year rourfd® On the
Avalon the January mean dips to 24 degrees antthreastudy areas the growing season is
less than 130 days. The summer is cooler, wetisharter than in southern Ireland. The
higher precipitation in the Avalon favours the gtbwof root crops including potatoes,
cabbage and turnips and pasture grasses for pafstoning %!

The relief, underlying rock, climate, and vegetathave all had an influence on the
soils. The upland area of the Avalon Peninsulaoiséd of harder quartzites slates and
limestones, which are less rugged and at lowerélays than the highlands of the rest of
the island:®? The topography along the Cape Shore is one ofapdar cliffs where the old
eroded sparsely wooded plateau meets the sea. Exgryiles the 400 foot plateau is

dissected by streams which erode narrow valleyayrodwhich are the sites of settlement.
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The alluvial soils of the “flats” are excellent fpasture. The slopes of the valley and the
plateau are rarely cultivaté® Near St John’s the topography is also rugged lamdail is
shallow and stony with low humus content. Heavyfidi combined with low evaporation
rates in both the Cape Shore and St. John’s aneadwmnbined to create highly leached,
acidic soils. The soils of the Island are podzaoid they are too recent or immature to be
fertile.’®* The original distribution of vegetation on Newfalland Island was similar to
Canadian Shield and montane forests, which arelynaamiferous. The Avalon Peninsula
currently has a mixed land cover of coniferous orgith some subsistence farmitfg.
This is because most of the soils were swept awaingl the Pleistocene glaciation from
glaciers from the Labrador Centf&. Although most of the surface is rocky and bartee,
island’s few areas of improved farmland are fourainty on the peninsul&’

There is evidence that ancient peoples calledeBdladians (Maritime Archaic)
were the first aboriginals to cross the Strait efl®Isle from Labrador around 3000 B.C.
They lived on the Newfoundland Island, relying amting seals, walruses, whales, birds
and fish on the coast and caribou in the intefitvey did this for two millennia and then
disappeared perhaps due possibly to a climate ehang change in resource ba¥dzrom
approximately 1,000 B.C. to 800 A.D. there was aceasion of Dorset peoples on
Labrador and Newfoundland. They were also heaslyant on the resources of the sea,
particularly seals, and if persistent winds kept fack ice far offshore for several
succeeding years this may have what caused thepsellof the Late Dorset populatii.
Alternatively the collapse of the Late Dorset peaplay have been caused by the arrival of
the Thule. The seafaring Thule had superior tedgylincluding single-person kayaks and

larger multi-person umaiks for hunting whales amdngportation. They may have



59

supplanted the Late Dorset people and the Inteatethdian People who also crossed the
Strait of Belle Isle. Cadigan suggests that “Traflenaterials, knowledge, and marriage
partners from Labrador to the island would havenbegsy because the narrow Strait of
Belle Isle serves as a highway as much as a hattfer

There followed a succession of ancient peopletyding the Little Passage people,
who were the direct ancestors of the Beothuk. Lhleér ancestors, the Beothuk themselves
ranged over the entire island but probably nevembered more than 500 to 1089.
Archaeological evidence indicates that during tbemer season they lived along the
coasts in small groups fishing, hunting seals, otharine mammals and birds. In the
interior they hunted caribou especially in the wmtWith post-European contact in the
sixteenth century they gradually moved into thesniorr all year long. During the early
migratory period of the fishery the Beothuk buraed looted the fishing facilities when the
Europeans returned to Europe in the fall. Theyectdld the iron from nails and other iron
hardware and used them for tips on weapons likarspgnd arrows. The Beothuk where
systematically hunted by Europeans in retaliatiod that, combined with mortality from
disease and starvation led to their extinction®3aI°* As can be seen by the succession of
First Nations each relied heavily on coastal andmaeaanimals. They relied on relatively
simple technology to obtain their food from a vearrow resource base. This made them
vulnerable and although some groups lived on Nemdtand for millennia ultimately their
societies collapsed and their small populationstuvgn extinction.

The first Europeans to reach Newfoundland wereNbese. The Little Climatic
Optimum from 750 A.D to 1250 A.D. was a time perifdong distance voyaging- The

trade winds were persistent, skies were clear laak twas limited storminess. The Norse
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crossed the North Atlantic from Scandinavia reaghire Shetland Islands (c. 800), Faeroe
Islands (c. 860), Iceland (c. 870), Greenland @)98nd subsequently Newfoundland
(Vinland) (c.1000):** L’Anse aux Meadows on the Northern Peninsula ofvféendland
Island became a staging area for Lief Erikssonrasdiamily for further exploration of the
island®>and other southern coastlin€§There were likely never more than ninety people
on the coast, and it appears the Norse came ifictomith the First Nation peoples of North
America whom they called “Skraelings.” Iron swomdsre not all that effective against the
stone tipped spears, and the bow and arrows offFifst Nations'®’ Ultimately the
explorations and settlements on Newfoundland wegeddent on the Norse farmland
settlements of Greenland.

After the Little Climatic Optimum period ended teevas a period of transition and
climatic cooling. The Little Ice Age from 1400 A.Bb 1850 A.D. was a period of colder
climate, increased variability of trade winds, e&sed dust from volcanism and increased
storminess, which severely restricted long distarogeaging by the Norse in the high North
Atlantic.'®® The farmland colonies on Greenland withered amdNbrse withdrew from
Newfoundland. Cadman suggests that the knowledg@&lthse had about Newfoundland
had little impact on Christopher Columbus, or Jdbabot (Zuan Caboto), or on the
consciousness of other European explorers about Valyabeyond the northwestern
horizon®®

The Western Europeans, including the British, EherDutch, Portuguese and
Spanish started to cross the Atlantic Ocean agtigeof the fifteenth century. Initially they

were not interested in colonizing Newfoundland taking possession” of the islaf.

Their primary interest was in the commercial fishdor cod in particular. Perhaps their
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voyages were possible because they were saililoyvat latitudes than the Norse and the
climatic effects of the Little Ice Age were noteagreme at these lower latitudes. Also, their
ships and other nautical technology became morkistigated and had greater tolerance
for extreme weather conditions, which did not entil@pproximately 1850.

England and other nations gradually increased thigrests in the cod fisheries on
the Grand Banks. Other Europeans envied the riebesigal and Spain had plundered in
the Caribbean, Central and South America. Englisleaturers like Martin Frobisher, Sir
Francis Drake and Sir Humpfrey Gilbert sailed thasslooking for new routes to the Orient
and plundering Iberian silver and gold treasurg@shin 1578, Gilbert convinced Queen
Elizabeth | to establish or “plant” an English amjoon the North American mainland.
Following familiar fishing routes he sailed inta 3bhn’s in 1583 and despite the presence
of many ships from several other countries in tdbur claimed Newfoundland Island for
England®® It should be noted that other Europeans had ajréaen in Newfoundland

coastal waters and used sections of shorelindrfarst a century or more.

Migrator)llI Fishery:
16" Century British Colonial History
The migratory fishery and whaling enterprises tovideindland were well underway by the
beginning of the 1500s. They were among the ead@sinuous European activities in the
North America but only occurred in the summer mentS8ome First Nations peoples
resisted intrusions into their territory while othéraded for furs. Bristol merchants backed

the Venetian mariner Zuan Caboto (John Cabot) \@hHedacross the Atlantic in 1497 to an

uncertain landfall, possibly Cape Breton, Newfoamdl or Labrador and claimed the site
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for the English crown. Bristol merchants continuedtrade local cloth for French and
Iberian wines and expanded into markets in thebBaan Sea and Atlantic Islands like
Madeira, the Azores and the Canary Islands for rsuggices, fruit and wines. Their
dependence on these markets increased in timearond they knew about the Atlantic
cod fishery (the Portuguese may have already kiekimd there), but they sought Oriental
precious metals, gems, spices and cloth inst&ad.

The Portuguese claimed Newfoundland Island byt oflthe Treaty of Tordesillas
in 1493 and sent some explorers there but condedtran South America and
circum-African trade routes to India and south-eé&si. Portugal’s involvement in the
Newfoundland fishery was limited but still greatean England’s in the first half of the
sixteenth century. The premier fishers of the coablewfoundland were the Basques from
Spain and France. They had significant accessltdrem the Bay of Biscay and could
transfer their technology and expertise from thedacod fishery of the eastern Atlantic to
Newfoundland’s Grand Banks. The Basques were ardisg whalers to the waters off
Newfoundland and Labrador to hunt bowhead and rgteles. By 1600, the Basques had
depleted the whale stocks and transferred theartsffto the cod fishery. The Spanish
economy generally, and more specifically, the Badighing industry were decimated by
the defeat of Spanish Armada by England in 158&. Aittnch Basque fishery moved into
their Spanish counterpart’s place. Cadigan summarihat throughout the sixteenth
century no Western European country had consotiddte cod fishery and over fifty
European ports were sending ships across the #tlaythe end of the centufy?

The Europeans left Europe in the spring, estaddisimshore fisheries on the

Newfoundland coast during the summer and returneBurope in the fall. When they
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reached the island fishing crews built cookhousasliters, stages for processing the cod
and flakes for drying on beaches. Only after 1545ewships built large enough to stay
offshore and pickle their catch in brine and retr&Europe more quickly. There was in this
period increasing hostility towards the First Natjeoples whom the Europeans blamed
for destroying fishing stations in wintertime raitf§ Cadigan suggests the Beothuks
actually prospered during their first century ofr@&aean colonization from the iron
materials they collected without altering theirtat and communitie€>

By the second half of the sixteenth century thgliEh began to contemplate
colonizing Newfoundland Island to control the fighe off its shores. However, the English
government did not have the resources to finance it it did continue to listen to
speculation about Newfoundland’'s potential for rimber lands, shipbuilding yards,
mines of precious metals and minerals, productaren$ and factorie€? It was in this
context that Sir Humphery Gilbert had laid claimNewfoundland for Great Britain in
1583. War between Spain and England lasted seveywses and only ended in 1604. This
had largely forced England to delay colonizatiopai8 attempted to bar English cod from
its markets during the 1590s but Irish, Dutch arehEh merchants bought English cod and
sold it for higher prices in Spain. Cadigan obssrtrat “West Country merchants knitted
together an interest in the Newfoundland fishegt thould last centuries and built on the
longer trading relationship between ports such astd and Portuguese ports to ensure
access to saff’ As part of this network, English ships leaving tést Country of
England, crossed the Celtic Sea and stopped is pbaoutheastern Ireland for provisions

and labourers, and then set sail for Newfoundlatahtl and the Grand Banks.
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Migrants zlalrlwd Settlers:
17" Century British Colonial History

It is impossible to understand, or to appreciagltlsh presence in Newfoundland unless
you consider the overall history of the settlemeoitext and in some ways it is very
complicated. The settlement history of the Irisartst earlier in Newfoundland than the
other study areas. In 1610, King James | granted.indon and Bristol Newfoundland
Company a charter for the entire island of Newfdand. It was hoped that a colony in
Conception Bay named Cuper’s Cove (Cupids) anctdiceby John Guy would profit the
company. Colonists could fish earlier, and lateantthe migratory fisherman, would not
have to rebuild wharves, stages, buildings andsh@atd, perhaps most important, could
claim the best fishing grounds and beaches forndrygod. For the first half of the
seventeenth century it was not clear whether Nemdtaind should become a settlement for
planters and settlers or be reserved as a migréigirgry. The colony probably did not
make a profit but it did spark an interest amonigeotmerchants in establishing other
colonies. These investors saw the Avalon Peninasla “new land” with no Christian
inhabitants and therefore it could be and was @ditvy the EnglisA®

In 1617, another colony was established by thedbanand Bristol Company
between Capelin Bay and Placentia Bay on the AvBlEmnsula. It was moved to Renews
in 1618 but collapsed in 1619. A more successfldropwas established at Bristol's Hope
(Harbour Grace) in Conception Bay between 16181681. Another smaller colony was
built between Ferryland and Aquafort on the north Renews in the south but it too ceased
to exist by 1628. All of these colonies on the AraPeninsula disappointed their financial

backers but the settlers became the basis of theapent European population on the
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peninsula. The settlers learned that they wererdbp# on the fishery just as the merchants
who backed the migratory trade began to realizg Wexre dependent on the settlers. Many
West Country merchants found they could profit bgking the migratory fishers and the
Conception Bay settlef® Pope argues that “between about 1620 and 1680, @demitry
fisher-folk settled the English Shore as part ekenacular diversification of the original
migratory fishery.?*

Another major colony of the South Avalon at Feand was backed by Sir George
Calvert, an investor in Virginia and the East Indlampanies, and a well connected
politician in London who became the First Lord Batire of Ireland. He was also Catholic,
and he meant Ferryland to become a bulwark agBmaséstantism in the New World. He
brought his family, more Catholic settlers and i@girto Ferryland in 1628. Possibly some
of the colonists were Irish as Baltimore’s famibdhlived in Ireland from 1625 to 163%-
However, most of the one hundred settlers alreadyglin Ferryland were Protestant and
they were antagonized by his “Romish” sympathiestiBiore’s colony was plagued by
French pirates, sectarian tensions, and a coolingate during the early seventeenth
century which allowed only root crops to be grown1629, Baltimore moved to Maryland
leaving a solder/agent Captain Edward Wynne in gdaif the plantation to maintain
Baltimore’s investment in the lucrative fishery.eTthirty odd fisher folk of all ages he left
behind became some of the first English, and pbséiist Irish settlers, of what is now
Canadd*?

In 1638, Ferryland was expropriated from Lord Badtre but continued to grow
under the direction of Sir David Kirke and lates hiife Sara and their four sofis.They

established a significant infrastructure for thsident fishery, constructing many times,
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literally on, and around, the foundations of builgh built by Calvert’'s on-site manager
Wynne. Kirke was a favourite of Charles I, the kafg=ngland, when he expropriated the
Ferryland site. George Calvert's son Cecil, thesdd.ord Baltimore of Ireland, but living
in Maryland, tried to regain the Ferryland coloegally from the Kirkes several times but
he was unsuccessftif' Kirke fell out of favour with the new Commonweafjovernment
and died in England in 1654, but his wife and somstinued to prosper from vernacular
diversification into resident boat keeping and otldeveloping epiphenomena of the
existing fishery. This type of capitalism was sigrant as it brought settlers from England
who wanted to be householders in their own right gney could rely on the transatlantic
trade network that was continuing to grow as altesithe fishery?*®> The Southeastern
Irish were a small but integral part of this trafesatic trade network.

David Kirke was the last of the colonial proprist@f Newfoundland but he was
also one of the first resident fish merchants. He his extended family were actively
involved in the inshore cod fishery and the camgyah cod as cargo to markets in fish cargo
ships called sack ships. As Pope explains “the Nemdland fishery, the Newfoundland
sack ships and the Newfoundland plantations o$éventeenth century together composed
an intricate and evolving systerft®

By the late seventeenth century official colonmathad failed and Newfoundland
now became a colony without official colonial s&and without official settlements. But a
mechanism to maintain order was established earlypé seventeenth century to settle
disputes between migratory fishing interests ared gfowing resident fishery. “Fishing
admirals” were the captains or fishing mastersheffirst fishing ship to enter a particular

Newfoundland harbour in the spring of the y&a&iThe Western Charter of 1634 gave the
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fishing admirals full legal jurisdiction over alubcapital crimes and theft of more than 40
shillings. These crimes were tried back in West ri@iqu English courts. Initially, the
government sought to restrict the number of passsmgping to Newfoundland and also to
restrict the assignment of legal rights to overtaiimg shore crews8 By 1670 the fishing
admirals and to a certain extent the governmertoimdon’s policy became ambivalent
towards the migratory fishery and the residenter&twas greater interdependence and
Newfoundland had become part of what some called@reater New England.” People
from the British Isles, including the Irish werecbening used to moving about the North
Atlantic trading world, including other areas suah the Atlantic islands - Madeira, the
Azores and the Canariés,the Mediterranean and the West Indies. Thus, tlestgvh
Charter of 1634 recognized settlements but pradeitie migratory fishery rights to use of
land, access to timber and shore facilities. Asigadwrites, “West Country ship owners
and merchants had built the trade without statéeption, monopolies, or subsidy, as had
been the case in other areas of imperial expansaiah,did not want the government to
interfere in their trade?° Under the Charter the Irish fishermen and settlen® subject to
English laws in Ireland and also now in Newfoundlan

The English government also knew that the setthesfped hold its claim to
Newfoundland from fierce competition in the fisheapd the territorial claims of the
French?! The French fished in Bonavista Bay, in Placentéy Bnd St Mary’s Bay. In
1662, the French built fortifications at Plaisamtd’lacentia Bay to protect their interests
although there were never more than eight or nimelred French present there. Pope states
that English migration and settlement, like theletron of the fishery, was predominantly

vernacular. He asks, “how many people were scatt@er¢hese coastal hamlets along the
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English Shore???(The English Shore was the east coast of Newflanddisland from
Trespassey in the south to Bonavista Bay in ththrid?) In the summer of 1680, there were
approximately 2,280 persons in the planter's honfanters were resident settlers of
Newfoundland, who owned property, normally a fishifantatiorf>* Captain James Story,
in 1681 reported that Irish ships trading in Newfdland brought a “great many women
passengers, which they sell for servants, andla &fter theire (sic) coming they marry
among the fisherman that live with the plantefsS.” “Some 1,130 of 1,718 planters’
servants over wintered in 1680-1681. Thus with p&hters, wives and children in the
households reported, about 1,700 persons inhabiiedEnglish Shore in the winter of
1681.7%

As the population of the planters and their setélets grew, so grew the opposition
of some of the merchant backers of the migrataslyefiy. Others argued that the resident
planter fishery was as useful to the interestsradéB as the migratory fishery. The resident
fishery and the migratory fishery were both “a muysof seamen,” and they both spent their
earnings on British agricultural produce and mactufed good$?’ The planters also
increased the efficiency of the fishery by accomatiody early or marooned crews, through
access to timber, and the maintenance of infrastreic(over-wintering boats and fishing
rooms in particularj?® Perhaps the strongest argument was the strategioriance of
loyal English Shore settlers against French anctiDutterests in Newfoundland and the
protection of British sovereignfy?’

War broke out between England and France in 168GtenEnglish Shore settlers
were defenseless against the attacks of FrenciMdkihaq troops. They destroyed every

English Shore community except Bonavista and Caaonlin 1697, a British relief
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expedition drove back the French. Some Englisitiaf8 and merchants credited naval
military power - others credited settlement withimt@ining British sovereignty>° Two
years later the King William’s Act was enactedwHs a compromise between those who
wanted settlement and those who thought settlemeald damage the fishery and erode
naval powef3!

The war between France and Britain culminatechenTreaty of Utrecht in 1713.
With respect to Irish settlement in the New WoHstwas a watershed moment. Pope states
that “significant Irish migration, seasonal andesthise, did not reach Newfoundland until
after 1713.%*2 The defeated French gave up all territorial claionsewfoundland and with
the Mi'’kmaq generally moved to other colonies an3t-Jean (Prince Edward Island), the
Gaspe Peninsula and Cape BretotJnder the treaty the French could continue their
migratory fishing off the coast from Cape Bonavistéoint Riche>*

As Pope summarizes, the late-seventeenth-centurydinghore was structured by
its geography and by its history. Long-settled camities like Ferryland, St. Johns,
Carbonear and Old Perlican had livestock agricalamd were relatively large and had a
core of substantial family-based plantations. 8tnk also had many smaller plantations.
Women were in greater proportion in these largaditional harbours, St John’s, the old
South Avalon outport of Trepassey, and the newepasti settlements of Torbay and
Trinity. The women helped service the seasonal aagy fishery. However in most outport
communities the proportion of women to men remaiogd The large central ports of St.
John’s, Carbonear and Ferryland served as prowgjocentres for Ireland and New
England. The smaller English outports (had) isteztl with the French outports especially

with “French Newfoundland capital” Plaisance. Conmities near the limits of the English
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Shore further interfaced with the Normans, the @&@rstand the Basques on the south coast
and the Beothuks, Bretons and the Basques on theast coast. Although these
communities varied in many ways, they also had nin@dommor?*
British-French rivalries led to another war whefded with the Treaty of Paris in
1763. France regained the islands of St. PierréMigdelon off the south shof&® By the
end of the seventeenth century there was a cotwmthousand residents on the Avalon
Peninsula on Newfoundland Islafff Mannion notes, “Settlements along the east cdast o
Newfoundland, from Renews to Greenspond were alerasely English in origin in 1700.
There were some lIrish present, but they were femuimber.?3 Irish recruitment for the
fishery for female servants, and male sailors afdurers, in the Newfoundland fishery
followed naturally from the taking on of butter asdit meat in Irish ports of Wexford,
Waterford and Cork. This recruitment for the Newfdland fishery continued in the last
decades of the seventeenth century and Irelandmectha reservoir of Irish servants and a
few Irish names appeared in the planter censii$adl. this was about to change as the
pressures in Southeastern Ireland to emigrate wwereasing.
v
Southeastern Irish Settlement:
18" Century British Colonial History

Before the beginning of the eighteenth centuryaspect of British government policy was
to train, maintain and retain sailors in the fighier times of war. Newfoundland was thus a
significant strategic resource for the Royal NaWyis policy depended:

first, upon the yearly training of new recruitsgreen men

(an arrangement for which the ship-owners werearsiple)

and secondly, and most important of all, upon tieention

of settlement in Newfoundland, which meant the
maintenance of English ports as bases for therfeshydo the
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exclusion of a resident colonial fishery. The Islaof

Newfoundland, it was hoped, would become agaimgreat

English ship moored near the Bahkduring the fishing

season for the convenience of British fishermi&h(my

emphasis

Gradually this policy was changed but significémth migration did not reach
Newfoundland until after 1713. Southeastern Irigmeneaving Ireland by the thousands for
Newfoundland to become residents. The real boorarbegthe 1760’s and was sustained
into the nineteenth century. This influx would mhiatically change the ethnic, social and
religious makeup of Newfoundlaridf: Paradoxically, British attitudes in London and St.
John’s towards the Irish included suspicions thatltish Catholic settlers were disloyal
and would side with the French in times of warfdat in the winter of 1697, thirty Irish
settlers had deserted and joined the French faicBgrre Le Moyne d’Iberville when he
destroyed many settlements including the settlen@nConception Bay. After the
destruction of Trinity Bay, twenty more Irish set8 deserted and went with the French
when they returned to Plaisarfé&The British authorities were also concerned aliist
spies collecting intelligence and about Irish sdddeserting the British garrison in St.
John’s. British authorities concluded that St. Jetwias indeed captured in 1705 by the
French because of the collusion of Irish spies @gegkrters. However, Mannion feels that
the numbers of Irish deserters and spies involverkvgo paltry that this conclusion was
unjustified?*®
By the eighteenth century the island was slowindpsettled in spite of the poor soil

and the rigorous and severe climate, which maniciaf§ in the British government

assumed would deter settlers and minimize the nurmbeeripheral, poorly populated

fishing outports®** The West Country of England had been the primawyree of
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immigrants to Newfoundland. However, the proportioh Irish settlers from the
southeastern part of Ireland was starting to irsgeapidly. The French had been forced to
abandon Plaisance and other southern sections cbtst. The area of Placentia Bay along
with St. Margarets Bay in particular became an daegely settled by the Southeastern
Irish. There was a great demand for labour and Weahtry merchants hired Irish servants
in southeastern Irish ports, including Cork, Yougaad Waterford. They also took on
provisions and partnered with Irish merchants wieoennterested in the Placentia fishery
and thus Placentia became “a great centre of sistlement.?*®In 1720, Captain Percy
noted that West Country ships from Bristol, Bidef@and Barnstaple were bringing great
numbers of Irish Roman Catholics servants every §eaettle on plantations in the south
Avalon?*® Bristol was also unique in the south west of Endlm having a large expatriate
Irish trading community. There was “channelizati@i'commerce and migration between
ports in England, Ireland and Newfoundland. In otlerds, certain ports tended to trade
with some ports and not othéfS.

In fact some of Southeastern Irish ports wereat@tl connected with the English
West country trade. Since before the turn of tightelenth century there were independent
Irish ships, with Irish captains, sailors, servaatal settlers carrying provisions from Irish
ports and their hinterland to Newfoundland and rrétig to Europé® London was the
largest port in the British Isles, but Dublin waescend, and greater than all the south
Munster ports combined. Yet the south Munster pontsre foremost in the
England-Ireland-Newfoundland trad®.After 1730, small ports like New Ross and Yougall
outstripped Dublin, and immigration and trade fr@ublin to Newfoundland became

peripheral. The Waterford harbour and quay becdmeptvotal port for supplying the



73

labour for ships from virtually every port of thadlish fishery. When these ships reached
Newfoundland they scattered the Southeastern kishalong the English Shore®
Governor Falkingham reported in 1732 that thereewaetarge number of Irish servants
trading in the fishery of western Avalon outport®nfi Irish fishing ships, which
overwintered and laid claim to fishing huts and gendy. Falkingham questioned the
legality of these activities, but the Southeasteish persisted with their efforfs* Ships
from Ireland were located in large harbours fromacBhtia to Bonavista, with larger
concentrations in Placentia, St John’s, CarbonearTainity.

Since 1719, Samuel Gledhill the Lieutenant Govetmad treated the fishermen
harshly, controlling the cod and provisions traded interfering with master’s rights and
access to fishing rooms. In 1730, Henry Osborn agsointed the first Governor of
Newfoundland. Newfoundland was now an official eoloHe was instructed to set up
some form of civil administration. In the Distrizt Placentia he appointed three magistrates
to settle a large backlog of disputes over wagelstsdand property between Irish servants
and ship masterS? Many English and Irish ship masters treated ttsh Iservants harshly
by denying wages in cases of illness or other €aled reasons, and beatings were
common?>® Some years, the contracts for winter work wergatlift to secure and servants,
both English and Irish, returned to Europe in e There were a few Irish solders in the
garrison in Greater Placentia and many Irish sdsvarere employed there by English
masters. In contrast, in Little Placentia the Ingére well enough established to have a
social hierarchy with masters, mistresses and @nlébrming a sedentary core. However,
they were greatly outnumbered by Irish male sirggevants, who were transient. The

prominence of some surnames like PAWen the Irish communities causes Mannion to
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conclude that already the patrilineally extendedili@s common to both English and Irish
Newfoundland settlements had established themsditiesmingling of English and Irish in
Newfoundland harbours reflected the ethnic minglimghe home ports in England and
Ireland®®

Mannion describes the Catholic Irish at this timge “a small if sometimes
disaffected minority dispersed in a sea of AngliEaglish.”® British authorities by means
of the Penal Laws tried to prevent Catholic worshithough this was partly a strategy to
limit overwintering. Irish-Newfoundland families weeforced to return to Waterford, or to
go to Louisbourg for marriages and baptisims (aliothere are few records that many
actually did). Both the Irish Roman Catholic Chuenid the Church of English found it
difficult to establish missions under the harshditians of the maritime fronti€r’’ British
authorities linked Roman Catholicism, native Iriglentity, potential disloyalty and
collusion with Catholic France and the Vatican. leoer, no records have been found to
indicate that any Irish labourers from Newfoundlawér actually deserted to the French
fishery in the decades after the Treaty of UtréchfAnother cause of British official
antipathy towards the Irish was the large and emireg number who overwintered in the
1720s*° However, no serious attempts were made to reguriate migration to or from
Newfoundland because in most cod fishing seasodbsutars were in high demand.
Boatkeepers and merchants needed Irish labour &hthvhe space of two decades the
Irish were nearly equal in number to the Englisbgdther the English and Irish made up the
vast majority of year round residerit8.

By 1750, roughly 40 percent of the settlers on“theglish Shore” of the Avalon

Peninsula were Irish%* and in 1765, the total population of the Englisho® was
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12,000%°?C. Grant Head suggests the mean distribution @ftdlal summer population
between 1768 and 1772 for the entire island wadyh2&,000%°® The relative distribution
of the population across the island had remainedhamged for a century. The pattern of
year-round residency was roughly the same as thkindhe summer population. However,
for over a century a shift from St. John’s to Cqutimn Bay had occurred, such that forty
percent of the winter population resided there.

Head states that Newfoundland was unusual, pgssiiue, among the British
North American colonies in two ways. First the gertage of women and children was very
low, even in the winter time when the male servdoised 65% of the population. In a
normal stable agricultural population, the percgesaof men would be 25%, women 25%
and children 50%. However in Newfoundland, in thater the women made up 10% and
the children 25% of the population, and in the santiheir numbers were even lower at 5%
and 15%, respectively. Conception Bay and St. Johad the highest percentages of
women and children and the highest populations, thredreflects greater stability and
higher growth potential in the future. The secontstanding feature of the Newfoundland
population was the strength of its non-English, -Rootestant sector. During the winter,
45% of the population was of recent Irish Romarh@lat origin. Newfoundland probably
had the highest relative number of Irish Cathatitany colony in the New World. During
the wintertime 60% of the population of the South®hore, Trepassey and St. Mary’s Bay
were southern Irisf®* Elsewhere, during the summer there were a larggeu of sailing
crews and passengers but the proportion of Irigharanged slightly. The South Coast and
the Eastern Great Northern Peninsula were the dratwere least Irish. The areas with the

highest Irish concentrations were Placentia, TrepasSt. Mary’s Bay and Trinity, which
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were approximately half Irish. Finally, in the surntime, other places including St. John’s
were only 20% to 30% Irisff> Perhaps a third outstanding feature of Newfourditan
population in the 1760s and early 1770s was that gliferences in the winter and summer
populations of some bays. As the eighteenth cenpnggressed the numbers of
Southeastern Irish who over wintered, settled dewd had families increased with each
decade. It was reported to authorities in Britén,1793, by Chief Justice Reeves that
Newfoundland “has been peopled behind your Ba®k.”

The greatest change in the eighteenth centurytiveakarge increase in year-round
population. The total number of people who were m@mresidents doubled between the
end of the seventeenth century and the mid-1700dithmot change significantly after that.
In 1677 the population was over 9,000; it had iasesl to 24,000 by the 1770s, and at the
beginning of the nineteenth century it was 27,00@he seventeenth century 15% of fishers
stayed for the winter, in the eighteenth centuny the fishermen over wintered and in the
nineteenth century 70-90% did so. By then, Gramfgssts, “rather than thigshery at
Newfoundland, one could speak better ofgatlementt Newfoundland 2®

At the same time as the population was increasiage was an increasing number
and proportion of women and children. By the endtledf eighteenth century and the
beginning of the nineteenth century the winterdest population had more than doubled to
13% for women and 33% for children. There was mgéy an overwhelming number of
single male labourers. These changes brought naléity to the population on the island
as families committed themselves to longer terndeesy. The percentage of Irish Roman

Catholic remained about the same as the 40 - 48&oinathe 1760s and 1770s. Little had

changed perhaps because there were still a low emuaftbwomen and there was ongoing
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migration to the mainland. Now there were othegéamajor centres of Irish Roman
Catholics in the New World to migrate to. Howevesvidoundland was still the closest to
Ireland and was a potential stepping stone to NArtterica for the explosions of Irish
immigration after the early nineteenth century Napoic Wars and the potato famines in
Ireland?®® Newfoundland was the first study area to receivénflux of Irish settlers from
the southeast of Ireland. It was also the firsttieeend of significant immigration. By the
1830s, immigration had slowed dramatically, and 850 only the tiniest trickle of the Irish
emigrant flow settled in Newfoundland.
\%

An Economic Snapshot: Early 18 Century Colonial Avalon Peninsula
In southeastern Ireland the rural people were fesraed agricultural artisans. However in
Newfoundland there was not nearly enough good algm@l land to support families
without them also becoming fishers and sealersdidbaerves that “Newfoundland in the
early years of the nineteenth century, as in tlvergeenth was synonymous with a great
cod fishery.#®® By the first decade of the nineteenth centuryttha commercial exported
production of the island was half a million pourstisrling of which 95% was produced by
year-round Newfoundland Island inhabitants. Thelesg fishery had totally taken over the
inshore cod fishery, producing 340,000 poundsistgif dried fish and, 35,000 pounds
sterling in train, or cod-liver oil. Winterers praced 40,000 pound sterlings in furs. Salmon
production was almost 5,000 pounds sterling. Coadipction was the mainstay of primary
production on every part of the island. On the AwdPeninsula cod, cod liver oil, and train

oil were the exclusive products south and west.ad@in’s. From St John’s northward seal
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oil and train oil production were a little more sificant making up 25% of total economic
production®’

On the supply side, fish, some potato, root crapd salad greens were the only
home grown foodstuffs. In 1807, half the suppliéstber food came from the traditional
triad -- Great Britain (beef, pork and butter), st Indies (rum and molasses) and
nearby British America and the United States (liwek). Half the bread and flour came
from the United States, a quarter from British lHo&imerica (Quebec) and a quarter from
Great Britain?’* St. John’s and to a much lesser extent, Placeria the only harbours
that ran a surplus in flour and bread and this ssiggthat they were importing and
distribution centres for all the other harbo&fSGovernor Gower observed about the
changing appearance of St John's:

... from a mere fishing station to a commercial toand an
emporium and depot for the whole Island, theredpburt few
merchants in the Out Harbours who do not tradaadtgort,
and deposit a part of their supplies for bettengge?’®

Individual outport planters also brought their gwots (fish and oil) to St. John'’s,
and bought their supplies there as well for the petitive marketplace was the strongest
there. St John’s had the “most numerous class&teofhants, Factors, and other Traders
settled there or arriving from other parts of Higjdsty’s Dominions** By the end of the
Napoleonic Wars, (1815) Great Britain had possessalmost exclusively, of all the
fisheries on the banks and shores of Newfoundldrahrador, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and the Gulf of St. Lawrence (includingeDec, lles-de la-Madeleine, Prince

Edward Island and Cape Breton). It also had a malyopf supplying Spain, Portugal,

Madeira, different parts of the Mediterranean cpattte West Indies and South America
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with fish 2"

In London, Lord Liverpool had acknowledged thateWfoundland has for a long
while been gradually increasing in Population, amdhat respect is become a sort of
Colony, and in the end it will become so entirél{’He went on to say “It is proper,
however to counteract this Tendency as long asiljess”?’’ However, the governor at
this time was Governor Gower, and Gower noteddhahg the Napoleonic Wars the local
fishers of Newfoundland had carried out the fisheth little help or labourers from
Europe and considering natural increase in pomuiatvould need even less assistance in
the future. He sought to relieve the congestio8tinJohn’s harbour of merchant’s stores,
wharfs, fishing stages, flakes and other structbsesstablishing a street 200 yards back,
and running parallel to the waterfront. He encoadatie leasing out of house lots and also
leased out land for cultivation. Furthermore, Goleased out fishing ship’s rooms on the
St. John’s waterfront (traditionally reserved fbe tfirst ships arriving from England), on
long term leases for private possession of tradhnthe cod fishery. Head believes that
Gower’s alterations were “the first great strokies.ondon recognizing that Newfoundland
was a settled colorfy?

During the Napoleonic Wars prices for cod weréateid and reached new records as
did the wages of the fishermen. Many potential eamts from Ireland already considered
Newfoundland an “Irish refuge,” and with the corgtion of famines and high wages the
floodgates of Irish emigration were opened. Theyaked onto the Newfoundland-bound
ships whose quarters were unsanitary, crowded aodypprovisioned. Many spent the
entire voyage on the deck. However, when the Brivar with France ended in 1814, and

with the United States in 1815, the economy begadetline. Many labourers who had
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wintered in 1814-1815 could not find work in theisp. It is estimated that 7,000 — mainly
Irish, immigrants had also arrived in this timeipdr The price of cod dropped, as did the
servant’s wages, which were halved, and a geneoaloenic depression ensued because the
post-war demand for Newfoundland products includingd cod, oil, and salmon fell

dramatically — mean while “the Irish flooded if{*

Irish Settlement onvtlhe Avalon Peninsula
c. 1815-1845

Grant points out that: “Whereas in 1670 a Newfoander was a West Country man who
fished the summer on the island, in 1820 the Nemditander lived there and might equally
likely have been of Irish as of West Country Englisigin.”*° While the Irish in this study
came from a generally similar background in Sowtexa Ireland they settled in quite
different areas. Mannion reminds us that in hiseaesh that the differences in
transferability and durability of southeastern Hrisulture depended not on Old World
antecedents, nor on the migration experience,diber on the differing conditions in the
New World study area®! The current study seeks to isolate the effecisiafidness as one
of these differing conditions.

The different sites Mannion studied in Avalon wéhe Cape Shore (Refer to
Appendix Figure 8and the communities north and west of St JohiRefer to Appendix
Figure 9) The Cape Shore communities were the etbstically isolated; except for 30

English inhabitants in Placentia the entire littdram Long Harbour to Trespasey was

Southeastern Irish. Some Southeastern Irish onCtige Shore lived their entire lives
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without contact with other ethnic groufi§.In contrast, although the Irish lived in discreet
blocks, the St. John’s Irish lived near EnglishtBstant neighbours, most of whom had
settled and established themselves before the #nigtied?® The Irish Catholics of St
John’s and surrounding communities probably cameéaily contact with the English
Protestant§®*

In all the study areas except for the settlemeatth of St. John’s the predominant
economic activity was commercial agriculture. Tlaelyeyears were involved in clearing
the forest and subsistence farming i.e. tryingrmagenough to feed the family and then
growing a surplus for market sale. Unlike Irelafahour was expensive, land was cheap
and plentiful. Therefore, the land was clearecboé$t slowly?®® After twenty-five years of
settlement farms on the Cape Shore averaged 18 iacsze and 8 acres in size north of St.
John’s. In Ireland, apart from County Waterford, @@ cent of the farms were less than 30
acres and half of these were smaller than 10 athes with the exception of the St John’s
farmers most immigrant farmers in the New Worlddgtareas farmed more acres than in
Southeast Ireland in the mid-nineteenth centf#ifhe traditional crops and livestock of
southeast Ireland were almost all grown in eachhefstudy areas of the New World.
However grain, was grown only sporadically in Newrddland. In Freshwater and the Cape
Shore pastoral livestock farming was emphasizeith- the sale of dairy products and beef.
Some farmers grew market vegetables for peddlirgtidohn’s. These included potatoes,
cabbages and turnips which were subsistence ctepateere®®’ Up until 1830 the port of
St. John’s had been supplied with food from Watekf€ork and some West Country ports.
Thereafter, farmers had their local clients inJ8hn’s and farmer-fishers also supplied St.

John’s by congregating on the city wharves. Theae avlocal market for fish but the major
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bulk of the catch went to city merchants for exp8tRoads were built and extended from
St. John'’s to allow farmers better access to thenf8° Boats from St. John’s in the fall
collected butter from each cove. In the seconddfdtie nineteenth century codfish became
an important product in the Cape Shore. As in oflaets of Newfoundland Island the cod
were dried, salted and stored on the stages inhgams (barrels) until the fall. A merchant
ship from St. John’s would collect the cod in th# &nd the fisherman would travel to St.
John’s and receive provisions and other goods fresame merchant in exchange for the
fish.2°° This form of exchange was called the truck syssem the St. John's merchants
maintained tight control of it. It should be remesrdd that large amounts of food, probably
the majority of food, continued to come from Eurpgipe West Indies, other parts of British
North America and the United States.

Mannion describes the initial settlement pattdrthe Freshwater valley as one of
dispersed farmsteads which varied from 5 to 50s#¢t¢Refer to Appendix Figure 10) The
Irish immigrants worked in non-fragmented tractshwall the farm buildings within the
individual farm boundari@$®®> Outer Cove was another settlement north of Stn'oh
where the Irish scattered their dwellings inlar@hglthe small streams running down to the
coves. (Refer to Appendix Figure 11) The farms ofe® Cove were haphazardly scattered
similar in a dispersed pattern to Freshwater aadiiing village of St. Brides of the Cape
Shore. (Refer to Appendix Figure 12) Initially isg/rare for more than two families to live
in a cove on the Cape Shore. In only two casesBi&tes and Branch—were there more
than two families occupying a co%& These were all einzelhof patterns of settlement.

In St. Brides on the Cape Shore the unified comfeetn was typical. In less

populated coves a more fragmented pattern of fawmeoship sometimes happened.
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Immigrant families cleared non-contiguous pockétsail which were scattered across the
landscape, often by streams, and located the faaustclose to each other along the sides
of the valleys. However their farmsteads were abMagated within the boundaries of the
farm2°** These farm lots were the smallest of the studgsar®lost of the farms in the St.
John’s area were granted whereby five acres ofthadldo be cleared and a homestead built
within the lot before full ownership was grantecisTwas similar to the stipulations of
owning land in the Miramichi®®> Along the Cape Shore and to some extent in tha are
around St. John’s the immigrants ignored or wemoignt of these legal ownership
regulations and they squatt®d Mannion states that despite “differences in thgsjual
environment within and between study areas, dispesettlement was characteristic of
them all.?®’ North of St. John’s not everyone settled along lieach; some dispersed
inland from the coast along streams and rivers evti@y could establish very small farms.
Neither water, soil, nor slope influenced the dmeof aneinzelhof® pattern of settlement
in any of Mannion’s study areas. Even in the Avalahere there was no superimposed
land survey and all elements of supervision weckitey, the Southeastern Irish still
established the dispersethzelhofpattern of settlement with farm clusters withindan
between all study ared¥

Looking at Ireland’s prevailing pattern of dispeisfarms in rural settlement
Mannion suggests it is tempting to regard the NearltVstudy areas as genetically linked
to this pattern. No doubt many Irish farmers wemifiar with the economic and other
advantages of compact farm units. However the diggepattern of settlement in Ireland
prior to migration was created by improving landkr In the absence of landlordism

(especially in the Avalon where all supervision wasking and in contrast to Prince
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Edward Island where landlordism dominated) in thewNWorld it is surprising the
immigrants did not establish farm clust&t3In Ireland the traditional homeland pattern of
clusters of farming was organized communally ansedaon kinship. Extended families
were all the descendents of a common great-graadpafdowever the Southeastern Irish
migration was not one of extended families. Rathiewas a trickle of dissatisfied
individuals and nuclear families migrating from rfes and hamlets scattered across
Southeastern Irelarid* Each family arrived in the study areas one by ame established
their claim; all ties of blood to kin were sevegesiwere their communal obligatiof?$. On
the Cape Shore one family might live in isolatiorai cove for many years before another
family arrived. The individualism and isolation thie New World was in sharp contrast to
kin-centred societies of peasants in the crowdedMbrld. Mannion suggests that in many
ways the movement of nuclear families to dispefaedhsteads in the New World was an
extension of the policies of Irish landlords ofstitving overburdened kin-ship clusters and
resettling the better tenants on consolidated faBome of the poorer farmers who did not
acquire land were forced to join the migrationtte New World®*®

The Irish tradition of granting equal shares oé tland to all the male heirs
(gavelkind)was continued in the Cape Shore settlements sddlacentia. A study of land
inheritance among 29 immigrant families indicatat thut of a total of 98 sons, only 14 did
not receive a portion of the ancestral faffiDuring the second half of the nineteenth
century partible inheritance trebled the numbeaahs without any increased clearance of
the area settled. The original fields sometimeteddigardens” often were enclosed and
contained the farmstead. A similar pattern of famhreritance, transmission and settlement

evolution was seen in the sons and daughters ofnth@grants (second generation of
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settlers). Mannion uses St. Brides as an examierev‘the practice of partible inheritance
resulted in a pattern of closely clustered farnmddearranged according to blood lines. This
tradition of land succession and settlement evatutias been rigidly maintained to the
present day3°

In summary, the Southeastern Irish in the Avalgesent a partial but incomplete
transfer of landholding and farming patterns to New World. Isolation and, for many
decades, the lack of any concerted, top-down cbioyreither state or landlords allowed the
Irish settlers themselves to adapt their modeuviridi to their new home. At the same time,
the vastly different climate, landscape, and econbelped to determine which aspects of
culture were successfully transplanted and whigsanutated.

In the Avalon there was no superimposed land suinvgpsed on the landscape.
However, in the other two study areas, Prince Edvsland and the Miramichi, this was
not the case. In those study areas, a cadasttalaey was imposed on the landscape, and
created a tightly regimented pattern to which nettlers must conform. Also, on the
Avalon, there was no landlordism as there was étahd and Prince Edward Island to
regulate and control how land was occupied and.uSbkd result was perhaps a more
organic adaptation of immigrant culture to the leaavironment.

The next chapter deals with an island landscapenbee closely replicated that of
Southeastern Ireland, the rolling hills of Prina&rd Island, which had even — although

briefly — been named “New Ireland” early in theti&t colonial era.
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CHAPTER FOUR: PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

I
Natural and Pre-British History

The Irish were an integral part of the large ethmigture of peoples associated with the
British Empire’s conquest of Prince Edward Islaiile Southeastern Irish were just one
component of the Irish community that establishesgli across the Island. As with
Newfoundland, geography helped to determine theepabf their immigration and the
ways that Irish culture was modified by that enmireent.

As in Ireland, agriculture was the economic basBrafce Edward Island, and that
would have a significant influence on the proceissuttural transfer and retention. Once
again, too, isolation and boundedness would pfagtar. Initially isolated from each other,
settlement groups came physically closer togetlsetha forest was cleared, and no
significant physical features, no mountain rangesjeep, wide rivers or lakes, divided the
various European settler communities from eachrothehis way, Prince Edward Island
differed from Newfoundland, where the island’s &w@n from the outside world was often
compounded by isolation between settlements. Orother hand, Prince Edward Island
itself was cut off seasonally from the rest of therld by winter pack ice, providing a
marked level of seasonal isolation.

As this chapter will demonstrate, the provisiondasfd ownership also made the
Southeastern Irish experience different on Prindedtd Island from Newfoundland. As a
result of the famous “land lottery” in London in€l7, the large-scale proprietors controlled
most of the island for much of the settlement pe(ib/63-1855). For the Irish settlers there

was a boundedness on the island which clearlyatelicthe limits of their farmland and the
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relationship of each farm to its neighbours. Ashitstory of in-migration also makes clear,
the nature of settlement and land ownership oncBriadward Island means that it is
difficult to isolate distinctly Southeastern Iristommunities from the general Irish
experience; historians have only considered thentslrish as a group. However, when
considered along with Irish settlers from othertpasf Ireland, we can glean many
significant characteristics of settlement and idlsss on Prince Edward Island.

The geological structures that became Prince Ediws&dand were just starting to
form over half a billion years ag8® Over the next 150 million years there was the gghd
deposition of sedimentary rock of the Gulf of Sawrence Basif’’ More recently, in the
last three million years, there have been coolecigl periods when ice formed and
continental glaciers advanced. There were alsorglateial periods when warmer
temperatures melted the ice and glaciers rec&ddthis resulted in periodic land bridges
forming in Northumberland Strait. About 11,000 yeago the continental glaciers were
melting and the land began to rebound and risemAls, plants and people moved across
the land bridge now covered by the NorthumberlatrditS As the ice, melted the ocean
levels also started to rise. When Prince Edwaaht$lvas finally cut off from the mainland
the colonization of the island became more difficRtince Edward Island is now classified
as a “flooded” continental island, with rolling Isil plains, rivers, bays, and estuar&s.

Prince Edward Island’s climate is a humid, contiaéone with a short summer.
The weather systems that influence it come fromnibrehwest that is the Arctic/Quebec,
the west from central North America and the soltim@ the eastern Caribbean/Atlantic
seaboard’® The winters and summers are moderated by theimar&nvironment of the

Atlantic Ocean, especially the warming Gulf Streamd the chilling Labrador Currefit:
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The soil is loose, sandy and reasonably fertiké what is noteworthy about the soil
is the high proportion of good arable farmland fdwn Prince Edward Island. (In the
twenty first century over forty percent of the |aadtill cleared for agricultural us&j The
soil itself is a significant resource which suppdrthe Acadian forest of mixed deciduous
and coniferous trees. After European contact —oalih the process took several
generations — the forest was cleared almost epfioelfarmland, shipbuilding, and timber
for local use and export. The isolation and instylaf the island continued to prevent many
species of flora and fauna from reaching it and ensmime human activity very difficult,
especially in the winter months. Before Europeantact, the island had been the home of
nomadic groups of Mi’kmagq for thousands of yeaisey spent the summers on the island
but usually spent the winters on the mainland. Tiweye hunters, gatherers and fishers
though contact with Europeans would radically cleatigeir culture and they would be
largely marginalized. (Refer to Appendix Figure 13)

The recorded history of Prince Edward Island begvith European contact by
Jacques Cartier on July 1, 1534. Sailing from StldyiFrance he landed on the north shore
and claimed the island for the French King FrandiS In 1604, Samuel de Champlain
made reference to the island, naming it lle StnJ&&ere was a series of grants to
individuals and companies but these grants wegehamunsuccessful and there was little
impact on the physical environmeéht.it was one hundred and seventy-five years after
Cartier's landing before continuous European octiapdegart®

By the terms of the Treaty of Utrecht, which entleel War of Spanish Succession
between France and Britain in 1713, France retdieedoyale (Cape Breton) and lle. St.

Jean (Prince Edward Island) while the British weeeled peninsular Acadia (mainland
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Nova Scotia) and most of Newfoundlat@Differences in interpretation in the size of the
territory allowed France to retain most of what &rae New BrunswicR!’ Officially,
permanent European settlement began in 1720. Fspedking Acadian settlers from
France were encouraged by the French to primaeifyesin lle Royale. A few Acadians
crossed Northumberland Strait to lle St. Jean amuhes settlers, mainly fisherman,
immigrated directly from Francg® (Refer to Appendix Figure 14) By the mid-eightéent
century French settlements were concentratedrangi$rarbours along the North Shore and
farmlands were dyked from saltwater marshlandss@afy along the Hillsborough River,
but also parts of the coast, the garrison and aapftPort La Joie. (Refer to Appendix
Figure 15). The effects of drought, field mice dodest fires caused crop failures but
assistance from Louisbourg prevented starvationthadl740 census found there was a
total population of 450 peopfé? War broke out again between France and England in
1744. There was considerable hardship on lle.&in vhen it was occupied by British
forces. Four years later the islands were resttwdetance. Acadians were encouraged to
emigrate to lle. St. Jean, but the number of migrafugees fluctuated from year to year.
Another census in 1752 indicated a total populadiorile. St. Jean of 2,233 persons over
half of whom had arrived in the four years follogithe restoratiof?® The Acadians
preferred to settle in fishing villages or nearamr®f natural pasture and slowly expand
along a frontier from settled areas. Earle Lockestages that refugees continued to arrive
after the expulsion of the mainland Acadians in5lahd comprised a third of the total
population of 4,700 by 1758 The Seven Years War broke out in 1756, and twesylager
Louisbourg fell again to the British forces. WiltetBritish occupation came the deportation

of 3,100 of Prince Edward Island’s Acadians. Lobkeestimates that an additional 1,500
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fled from the island to the mainland, in advancehef British forces and only 100 to 200
Acadians remained on the islaffdThe island was considered empty by the British and

available for settlement despite the presence afifsams and Mi'kmad>

Il
British Colonial Period

As a part of a formal peace treaty, (the Peacead§} between France and Britain, lle. St.
Jean became the Island of St. John and was antei&xm/a Scotia on October 7, 1763. In
the same year, 1763, Captain Samuel Holland, theegor-General of Quebec proposed to
the British government that he conduct a geograllyiaccurate scientific survey of British
North America including the entire Island of Sthidd?* This survey would help with land
settlement and develop the fishery in British NoMtherica. The Island of St. John was
subsequently divided into three counties of 500,@@6es each (Prince, Queens and
Kings).3*> Each county had its own town site (Princetown, ioliztown and Georgetown)
and was divided into 14 parishes of 100,000 aéestal of 67 townships or lots of 20,000
acres were further subdivided from these 14 pasigfitefer to Appendix Figure 16) Most
of the lots had access to the sea or coastal ,inkdigch was very significant in the
transportation of goods. In his survey, Hollandluded detailed information about each
township’s quality of farmland, forestry potentilarbour sites for the fishery, flora and
fauna.

Upon completion of Holland’s survey and his dgstaoh of the townships, there
was a great deal of interest among various pantidfs some claim on the largesse of the

British Crown. These people were especially intexksn proprietary land grants on the
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Island of St. John. In 1767, the “Great Lottery”smaeld in London to distribute the
townships to proprietor¥® This group contained many individuals who becaargdly
absentee proprietors but who rarely were interastedtually settling the lots or in paying
the taxes or quit rents for the land they had sdyeacquired. Francis W. P. Bolger suggests
that the only advantage these absentee propretersonferred upon the Island of St. John
was the lobbying they did to create a separatengdimm mainland Nova Scotf&’ Two
years after the lottery, the Island was grantedrdal status separate from Nova Scotia. The
proprietors wanted their property to be in a srpalkdiction, one they thought they could
control more easil§?® Travel between Halifax and Prince Edward Islandvinter also
made administration difficult and provided a jusation for the political re-organization.
The proprietors had to pay annual quit rents tivben 20 and 60 pounds per lot to
the Crown. The amount varied with the quality af thnd. The quit rents would pay for the
expenses of governing the island. Within ten y#aeg were obligated to settle about 100
settlers per township. The penalty for not meetimgge conditions was escheat or reversion
of ownership of the estate to the Cro¥fhThe process of escheat in Prince Edward Island
to break up the very large estate holdings of aifeliwviduals was never as effective as it
was in Nova Scotia and New BrunswitRAs part of the responsibility of settling their
property, proprietors could not recruit Roman Chatisoor anyone from the United
Kingdom. The settlers were to be Protestants fromside Great Britain and the British
Empire — Germans or Huguenots for example werd.l@ga only exceptions were settlers
who had been in North America for two years or nidté&Jnder the leasehold system that
had been established it was illegal for Irish,h@itCatholics or Protestants), to emigrate to

Prince Edward Island. Nevertheless settlers fraatahd, both Catholics and Protestants,
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did settle and were caught up in this system oppetors and tenants. They shared a
difficult legal status in that their settlement washnically illegal.

J.M. Bumsted argues that the critical decisioBhtish colonial authorities was not
the lottery of 1767 but the acceptance of an autangs government for the Island colony in
1769. Initially, the proprietors thought they coutdre easily control a smaller jurisdiction.
However, the politicization of the Island’s landsegm prevented the wholesale almost
universal use of escheat of vast tracts of undgeeltands as was done in New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia and Cape Bretdff Another trend in evidence before the American
Revolution was the growing distinction betweennslars and forces outside the Island,
notably the absentee proprietors and the BritisheBonent itself. The establishment of a
legislative assembly in 1773 added to the Islastrditiveness. Bumsted suggests this was
premature, that it was done to put pressure opribigrietors to pay their quit rents. Besides
giving the political leaders of the Island an it#ié sense of importance, it also made it very
difficult for the British Colonial Office to reorgeze jurisdictions. In 1820, Cape Breton,
another small, undeveloped island was re-annexélibt@a Scotia partly because it did not
have a popular assembly to act on its behalf itegtoAs the formation of Canada in the
future would show, it was very difficult to mergegislative assemblies. Had the Island of
St. John remained under the control of a governdrauncil it would have been much
easier for British colonial authorities to mergevith Nova Scotia and/or Cape BretSh.
Armed with its own legislature Prince Edward Isles@dtlers and their descendents could
loudly express their opposition to British Imperlicies and actions in British North
America. With the repeal of the Penal Laws in 1829,the British Parliament in

Westminster and on Prince Edward Island in 183@h@ias regained religious freedom,
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could vote and hold public office. Now the Irishtl@ics could also loudly exprefiseir
displeasure with colonial policy and represent thelves in the future in the legislature,
Province House, at constitutional and other mesting

Thus, British rule was well established and earlysettlement continued to develop
under this absentee landlordism structure from lmbud770 for the next eighty years to
approximately 1850. Despite the initial laws gowegnsettlement after 1816 it was no
longer illegal for people from Britain including @lics, to immigrate to the Island. Most
of the immigrants came from the British Isles wviltle single greatest source of immigrants
being Scotland. The Highlanders formed a largepgution of the population than the
Lowland Scots. There were also significant propodi of English and Irish. The total
population of Prince Edward Island numbered ov&72,at the end of the eighteenth
century®®** Thereafter the pace of settlement and immigragjeickened. During the first
half of the nineteenth century the basic patterhssaitlement and population were
established. There was rapid growth in populat®m aesult of high fertility rates, large
families and increasing immigration. By 1807, tbtat population had almost doubled to
8,730.%%

The Irish settlers were part of these trends #&med tevelopment on the Island
mirrored that of the Island as a whole. For Iristimigrants, the leasehold land system on
Prince Edward Island was not that much differeainfithe difficult neo-feudal system of
land tenure they had left behind in Ireland. Nawelgss, the nature of the landholding and
the leasehold system, and subsequent settlemeetrzaivere socially entrenched and

stifling to growth and development.
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11
The Irish Communities on Prince Edward Island

Brendan O’Grady divides the immigration of the hri® Prince Edward Island into three
phases The first phase of Irish immigrants he calls tf®lbnial Pioneers (1767-1810)"
which included a relatively large number of ordindarmers and artisans. There was no
predominant pattern or feature with this nondescgmup but they did include an
Anglo-Irish elite®*’ Toward the end of the Napoleonic Wars, a secondew Irish
emigrants, this time clearly from Southeasternald| began arriving on the shores of
Prince Edward Island. O’Grady refers to these lashhe “Southeastern Immigrants” and
they generally arrived between 1810 and 1835 thissgroup from the Southeast that forms
the focus of this study. During the mid-1830s, ¢le@graphical pivot of Irish emigration
swung from the Southeast to the North&&sthe third wave arose in Northeastern Ireland,
centred on County Monaghan, and started in 183@jragng until it began to dwindle
markedly in the mid-1840s and had nearly stopped &y0. These were the so called
“Monaghan Settlers.” They formed the majority of four thousand settlers that came from
Northeastern Irelantf’ The unique cohort of Monaghan Settlers includeattgT unique
sub-group of northern Irish living in the Glasgawrss in Scotland who were known as the
“Glasgow Irish.®*® They provide a unique twist on the story of Ulstarigration. A Prince
Edward Island-born priest in Glasgow named Fatblen McDonald had inherited property
around the Fort Augustus area from his father, &aptohn McDonald. The Captain was
Laird of Glenaladale, a Loyalist officer, and wésoaa resident proprietor. In 1772 he had
brought as a group 220 settlers, the first sigaiftdody of Scottish Highland Catholics to

settle on Prince Edward Island as tenants in tlaealdie (Lot 36) and Scotchfort (Lot 35)
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areas™ In 1830, Father John McDonald initiated the miigrabf 206 Scots and “Glasgow
Irish” tenants, many originally from County Monagh#o sail on th€orsairto seek a new
life on the Island*?

Among the first Irish who arrived in Prince Edwdsefand were British colonial
officials. They were at the top of the social pyrdrf Prince Edward Island along with
other Anglo-Irish elite and included the first Gaver Captain Walter Patterson, his
attorney general Phillips Callbeck, and the firgtitenant-Governor Thomas Desbris4y.
The second Lieutenant-Governor, Edward Fanning,th@son of Irish immigrants. Some
of the elite became proprietors as a result ofLttvedon lottery in 1767 of Prince Edward
Island’s 67 lots or townships. They were part &fratestant ascendancy group which was
very influential in establishing and maintaininge tBritish colonial structure of Prince
Edward Island. Among these elite were governodggs, administrators, business agents,
entrepreneurs, land speculators, Anglican clergyraed military personnéf:*

Of course, there were many other Irish arriving®nnce Edward Island besides
these elite during the late eighteenth centuryyiMaere not as influential individually, but
they were many times more numerous. They includadndrs, craftsmen, artisans,
fishermen, labourers and their famili31n the census of 1798, about 10% of the heads of
the 748 households on Prince Edward Island wese3tf Perhaps the most outstanding
feature of these Irish immigrants was their diwgrsiThey included Anglo-Irish,
Scots-Irish, Gaelic-Irish, Huguenots; northernhrisouthern Irish, Newfoundland-Irish;
Irish Roman Catholics, Irish Anglicans, and Irigie$byterians. They came from every part
of Ireland and there was some overlapping, but mosted as individuals or as members of

nuclear families. Anyone who came by chance angedtavas called a “blow-ins” by the
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local Irish.**” Examples of these were Irish immigrants who weogwsners from
Newfoundland. Some settlers came from New BrurnswicNova Scotia. Others settlers
with Irish backgrounds included British militaryngennel and Loyalists who arrived after
the American Revolution. During the first fifty ysaof British colonization, perhaps
because of the presence of the Anglo-Irish elite,itnpact of mass Irish immigration was
not that significant. However, ordinary Irish Isters would make their collective presence
felt during subsequent decades.

After the end of the Napoleonic wars, there waerg significant increase in Irish
emigration to British North America. Hundreds obtisands of soldiers and sailors had
been disbanded from the British Army and Royal Naftgr the Battle of Waterloo and the
end of the Napoleonic Wars. As many could not firmak or land to farm, they emigrated.
In particular many left the southeastern regiorirefand. The southeastern counties of
Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny and Tipperary and thest southerly parts of County Cork,
especially around the port city of Cork, were thgan sources of these emigrants. There
were in fact a number of factors which influenckd pattern of settlement. Many of the
disbanded British military personnel came from #uaitheast, which had for centuries
provided labourers and provisions for the NorthaAtic fisheries off the coast of
Newfoundland. Many in the southeastern region efalrd also knew about British North
America and they knew some farmland was availablerince Edward Island. Primarily,
they emigrated to secure their financial futuregdase in Ireland farmland was no longer in
sufficient supply within families and thousands &eut of work and landless. Several
thousand settled on Prince Edward Island but pigbab equal number sojourned and

moved on, using the Island as a “stepping ston&ther parts of North America just as
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Newfoundland had been a stepping stone for the tiwaters.4®

The overlapping phase of emigration from the nofthreland most notably from
County Monaghan to Prince Edward Island that hadest in 1830, gained momentum in
successive, rapid waves, and then ended abrupth8#83*° Three thousand of these
settlers were from the central inland County Moraagland contiguous parishes in the
northeastern Ireland counties of Armagh, Tyronelerinanagh. O’Grady identifies these
“Monaghan Settlers” as the largest single group ramthe Irish who came to Prince
Edward Island in the first half of the 1800s. Th#ews of immigrants to Prince Edward
Island were a small part of the overall outflovhahdreds of thousands of Irish migrating to
British North America, the United States and otbarts of the world. (Refer to Appendix
Figure 17) However, by the time of the Great Potamine (1845-1848), the era of Irish
migration to Prince Edward Island had nearly enasthuse most of the available farmland
was occupied. During the famine, there was an eyeater outflow from Ireland of
emigrants and refugees, numbering perhaps well @avermillion who came from all 32
counties. However, most bypassed Prince Edwamddslaany went to the Canadas, but the
vast majority went to the United States.

O’Grady estimates that the total number of Iristmigrants was 10,000 and that
they made up one quarter of the immigrants to tfiec® Edward Island® The many
overlapping streams of Irish immigrants gradualigated what might be called an Irish

community — or communities — in the Island colony.
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\Y]
Settlement Patterns

One of the most significant geographic factors wheiteing the pattern of settlement was
access to water. Samuel Holland’s survey had peavigtarly every lot with access by land
but also access to water. In the absence of réauiss in rural areas needed access to water
for transportation of large amounts of agricultwwainmodities. Rivers, bays, and harbours
allowed transportation of people and of large quastof goods both in the summer by
water and in winter by ice. Also, the Acadians lhaclaimed areas of saltwater marshes,
which had been dyked, drained, and, by usibgiteaux,produced pasture and marsh hay
for overwintering livestock. Matthew Hatvany combés that many other ethnic groups
used marshlands as sources of rich stocks of islerfowl and salt hay’* Significant
areas were reclaimed by Acadians, especially atbegHillsborough River estuary of
Prince Edward Island. These areas and many othiewater marshes were used and
maintained by British settlers after the deportaffs

The harbours along the south shore were focaltpdor population growth.
Charlottetown was the outstanding example of thrg] Grady states that “for several
thousand Irish immigrants it had been the majott pbrentry into the New World*?
However by the 1830s, there were early concentrad settlement on Malpeque-Bedeque
isthmus (Lots 17 and18), Tryon and Cape TraverseZ8), and Charlottetown (Lot 3%)*
The Irish were integral members of these commusiitie1833, Charlottetown was the only
nucleated settlement on the Island with a poputadiol,965 (with an additional 576 in its
royalty) and 350 building&®> Some of the rural Irish were not able to farm areghy moved

to Charlottetown for a variety of reasons.
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There was a concentration of Irish in Charlottetdvecause it was a capital and an
economic focus of trade. The Anglo-Irish elite ahdir descendents were a major and
influential part of this colonial urban centre. Tlogvn provided economic opportunities to a
wide variety of Irish professionals, artisans, ésmen, and others. Charlottetown was also
a garrison town and there were many soldiers aiorsasome of whom stayed on after
they were disbanded from military service, andehgere also a few deserters. Many lIrish
who could not buy, rent, squat on farmland or wherevunwilling to do so, became
unskilled labourers in both the rural areas on faamd in urban Charlottetown. In general
farmers on marginal land gravitated to Charlottet@nd many became unskilled labourers
who had limited resources. Charlottetown was @asgrartation and communication centre
and would continue to grow in a pattern such thatyt years later, in 1864, the proportion
of Irish in the total population of Charlottetowrasv40 percent’ By 1861, the only
substantial village outside of Charlottetown waseav settlement on the eastern shore of
Bedeque Bay called Summersitié.A shipbuilding and market centre, Summerside
featured a more stratified class system than mdisérolsland communities, even
Charlottetown, but its working class tended to lmearAcadian than Irish and the merchant
class tended to be more English or Scottish thagladAhish 3>®

A great many lIrish arrivals, however, did fan @b rural areas looking for a
holding of some kind. For the Irish immigrants, tiaxctors were paramount: financial
resources and timing. They needed sufficient firdmesources to buy or lease the best
farmland with the best access to water. This laas the most costly to buy or rent and Irish
settlers tended to have insufficient resources.3dst land had to have access to the water

and that land along the coastal waterfront was giecuearly. Gradually, settlements were
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filling in along the coast and the later arrivingsh settlers had to move into the interior.
Some Irish, unable or unwilling to pay rent, diccbme squatters in more remote areas.
Avoiding authorities was most easily done in thmote interior. Some of the best farming
nuclei were in the areas around Grand River, DurnkiRTryon and Belfast. In 1833 there
were a total of 388,000 acres of occupied farml@idthis 95,000 acres were improved
which represented 1/15 of the total area of thenidifarmed by all Island farmers, not just
the Irish®?°

In general, A. H. Clark summarizes the situation Rrince Edward Island by
suggesting that the English were settled on the prosluctive farmland and the best sites
for shipbuilding and fishing. He groups them witme Lowland Scots as having the most
capital and the greatest experience in agricultskils *°° The wealthier Anglo-Irish and
Lowland Scots who had arrived before the Southsadtesh and Highland Scots had
bought or leased the best, most accessible agniatiland and formed part of the highest
levels of society. For example, the English moswbb arrived after 1815 were settled on
the more productive agricultural land around Chgetown to the north and north-wést.
They farmed in a band from Suffolk (Lot 34), UniBoad (Lot 33), Winsloe (Lots 24 and
32), to Wiltshire (Lots 23 and 31). (Refer to ApdenFigure 18). In contrast, Clark agrees
with “the generally low rating of the Southern lrisnmigrants of the time as farmer§?

Of course time of arrival was not the only detemminfor occupying good farmland.
Financial resources were also significant. For glampWestcountrymen and East Anglians
were arriving about the same time as the Southeastsh in the 183082 They had left
England during difficult times for agriculture. Tiglish may have been wealthier, had

more capital than the Southeastern Irish and cowdce readily afford to buy or rent the
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better land nearer to Charlottetown with bettereascto that market, one of the best
harbours on the island, and an entrepot to thehN&ttantic World. Thus this land was not
available to the Irish at the higher cost and theyght or leased cheaper, less accessible
land further in the interior, or they may have dtpth There was a “complex interplay of
causes® for the relationships between English and otHemietgroups including the Irish.
Wealth may have been related to education an@dyerThere had also been advances in
England in scientific agriculture with breeding antgbrovement in breeds of livestock and
crops. The less wealthy Highlanders and Southeebish may have lacked the education
and experience in these areas of modern scieatficulture.

By the early 1850's the Irish formed a fittAof the population and there was a
scattering of semi-secluded, semi-Irish settlemaatsss the colon{?® (Refer to Appendix
Figure 19). Similar communities were to be foundstéred in the interior, along the county
lines and in the relatively inaccessible Westerimder area. Their development is
individualistic as is their history. However, themee common threads throughout these
communities linking the experiences of these desjgatrish Island communities. One
central theme is the land question, that is, thedltapping of island development by the
tenant/absentee proprietors in the large scalehedd system. Although poverty was not
unique to the Irish, they were among the poorestries and squatters. Robertson estimates
that before mid-century at least 60% to 70% ofdhbeupiers of land on Prince Edward
Island were tenants and squattdfsin the legislature speculation by George Coles
repeatedly suggested that in 1841, perhaps 11.8B& afccupiers of land were squatt&fs.
This situation was not likely to change becauseynmraprietors would not sell clear titles

to tenants at a price the tenants could afford.
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Another characteristic of Island society was thetarian discrimination towards
Roman Catholics by the Protestants. This legalridiscation officially ended with the
repeal of the Penal Laws in 1830 and resulted ithd@ia Emancipation. In practice, it
persisted well into the second half of the twehtEgntury in many societies, particularly in
sections of the former British Empire scatterediacbthe world. It was a result of centuries
of religious and political wars in Europe. The ldtrviolence and sectarianism on the part
of the Protestants were reciprocated by the Ronadindlics. The Catholics, however, were
at a disadvantage, being less powerful politicatig socially, and generally poorer than the
Protestants. By mid-century Catholicism on Princev&rd Island was strongly linked to
Irish identity even though there were many Protedtésh Islanders. No doubt many of the
Irish had left Ireland as a result of landlordismal @he sectarian violence that pervaded Irish
society. For some, to arrive in Prince Edward Idland be faced with similar obstacles led
to social tensions and conflict. Religious intolera and sectarianism on the Island was
reinforced by the Anglo-Irish elite being largelgoRestant and in control of many aspects of
society including the tenant/freehold system ofdlaswnership. English and Lowland
Scottish farmers were wealthier, could buy themdlawere independent freeholders with
the best farmland and they had the best acces&r&gmpoorer Catholics — Southeastern
Irish, Highland Scots, and Acadians — were tenahfgoprietors. It was perhaps unlikely
that they could become freeholders on the land fifneyed.

Not all immigrants to Prince Edward Island wantedarm. Westcountrymen in
England and in Prince Edward Island establishealysinds in the colony and set up timber,
shipbuilding and shipping industries with marketsBirritain. These enterprises provided

them with more capital and their industries corgithto grow and many of their employees
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were Irish. Between 1,700 and 2,000 English froem\estcountry had immigrated to the
Island before 1845. This was more than from ahgotegion of Englantf® In 1848, the
number of English-born in Prince Edward Island mebkat almost 3,008”° The
Westcountrymen also sent shipwrights to the Iskansupport the shipbuilding, shipping
and timber trades. The Irish were an integral pathese industrie¥! Westcountrymen
and Irishmen established industries and a trickl&ish emigrants from the main flow
migrating to the Canadas went to Prince Edwardndslevell into the 1850s. English
Islanders represented one fifth of the total pajteand in general they were in the upper
levels of Prince Edward Island society. In contrasst of the Irish were in the lower levels
of society.

There were censuses in 1848 and 1855 which regddidd-place. In 1855 the total
population was 71,000, of which 53,000 were borrPance Edward Island. Scotland was
the birth-place of 6,900, Ireland of 5,600, Englah@,700, other British colonies of 2,800
and 300 of non-British origin¥? In the census of 1848, the distribution of Englisiin
was greatest in the area around Malpeque Bay atige toorth and west of Charlottetown
The Scottish-born were widely distributed in wesstand south-eastern areas of Queens
County, Kings County and eastern Prince CouiRefer to Appendix Figure 20Q)he Scots
made up almost half the total population. Thosenborireland were thinly scattered, the
most evenly distributed and with slightly highemcentrations in western Prince, along
both county boundary lin&$ and the backwoods of south central Quebmfact, the Irish
were in the least accessible areas of Queens Cualngtly compared to the English. Again,
this suggests that in these remote areas many tnah have become squatters on

proprietors’ lands. Wherever the settlers settheit tarms had a uniformity of survey, their
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farms were usually 100 acres and lined up likeisagdin a can along waterfronts or roads.
(Refer to Appendix Figure 21)

\Y
“The Ireland of the New World”

Clark has summarized, with biases directed at riffe ethnic groups, some of the
settlement and farming patterns of 1850:

In general those of ultimate English origin (anésk included descendants of people from
more than half the counties of England, Loyalistew Englanders, and disbanded
soldiers) were situated where agriculture was niotgnsive and productive or in the best
locations for ship-building or fishing. On the aage they had had more capital and more
applicable agricultural skills. With the English@hld be grouped some, at least, of the
Lowland Scots..... But the great majority of Highl&wbts and Southern Irish had come as
poverty-stricken immigrants and had advanced tletumstances very slowly over the
years; they were yet in the 1850’s (and many ahtktll in the eighties) as close to the level
of a European peasant tenantry as one would likelyo find in the New World. Through
the middle decades of the nineteenth century, whiggeland was poorer, rougher,
swampier or less accessible, there Gaelic, the ragatois, or Distinctly Caledonian or
Hibernian inflection of English was likely to beang. 3"

Clark ties ethnic origin into quality of land aadricultural production. He has a
poor view of the Highland Scots and Southern IrBhmsted presents a very different
description of the Highland Scots when comparedlank’s assessment in the quote above.
He praises Lord Selkirk and the effect the Highkemschad on the society and economy of
Prince Edward Islani®> They were unusual in that they came as a group fiignds,
extended families and clans. Like the Irish leaviregand the Highland Scots were leaving
Scotland to avoid a depressed economy, increasipglg@tion and scarcity of farmland.
The Scots were conservative and determined to megieeir way of life in the New World.

Scotland was becoming modernized by the English wie building of factories, canals

and railways. The English had brought a great deaconomic and social dislocation to
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Scotland, as they had to Irish agriculture andetgan general. Boyde Beck suggests that
what made Highland Scots unique is that they tetdedme in extended family groups or
even in entire communiti€$® However, many Highland Scots and most Lowland Scot
emigrated individually or in nuclear families. Iertns of emigration most Scots were
similar to the Irish who also came as individuatsiro small family groups. Beck also
observes that the leap from traditional Highlandcadture to early Prince Edward Island
farming methods was not that grédtPlanting crops in the Highlands of Scotland was a
challenge. The soil was often, thin, rocky, pood @mable land was divided into small
scattered patches or “runs.” Similarly on the ldlgotatoes were planted among the tree
stumps which remained after clearing the foresbdth locations cattle, goats and sheep
were pastured on relatively limited areas of pastur

After the Napoleonic Wars the Southeastern Iristd Highlanders emigrated in
greater numbers. Some similarities existed betwleseexperience of the Southeastern Irish
and the Highlanders in their homelands. Marjorygearstates that after the Napoleonic
Wars there was a fundamental change in Scottisration from the Highland¥® The
“clearances” had created large numbers of unwargedr, destitute people, and
governments, proprietors and emigrant societieistagsthem to emigrate from Scotland.
Government policy had changed and the proprietergwow pushing emigrants to leave.
As in Ireland, the exodus from Scotland was a tesfuilwvo social forces, first from above
from the proprietors and second from below by #®ant farmers themselves. Probably
many emigrants to Prince Edward Island, both thesSand the Irish, had hoped to avoid
landlordism in the future. Land in Prince Edwarthmsl could be bought from some

proprietors but others refused to sell.
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The Scots, both Highlanders and Lowlanders, aadribh are often seen as discrete
cultural groups. However on Prince Edward Island ttature of the geography, the
economy and the subsequent settlement pattern riegnthey lived beside and among
each other. This heterogeneous mixture of ethraamg in Island communities inevitably
shaped their cultural experiences. (Refer to AppeRidure 22) An example of this was the
Acadians and the Irish in West Prince. Fundamentalbst of the Highland Scots and most
of the Southeastern Irish were poor farmers anithénfuture they would share common
cause with the land question. They had an ongaatidebwith absentee proprietors to own
the land they farmed. Some Islanders referreditw®Edward Island as “the Ireland of the
New World"® They were saying this not in terms of a romanéidintopian “New Ireland
in the Gulf of St Lawrence” sense but in a critiegy describing an island with a society
and economy with cycles of poverty, some sectamnviolence and oppression which
were similar in many ways to the Ireland they heftibehind. This was unlikely to change
before the land question was resolV&4The Irish would be an integral part in the
dismantling of the proprietor tenant land ownershystem on Prince Edward Island.
Robertson states that the Escheat movement tbeitsland of proprietors “was clearly a
hybrid of the traditions of the two countries (Sant and Ireland), amalgamating the
intense loyalties of the Highlanders with the raiity and readiness to resort to force of the
Irish.”38*

Edward MacDonald suggests three basic genelalizamay be made about the
Irish settlement in Prince Edward Island. Primarilyey were rural, whether farmers,
(freehold, tenants, or squatters), artisans orueds. (The Irish of Greater Charlottetown

were the major urban exception to this.) Secontiilg, Southeastern Irish as with other
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immigrants went where land was available to thena arice they could afford. Some
became squatters by choice or by necessity. Thiediythey became established, fellow
Irish countrymen followed therf? On Prince Edward Island the Irish settlers became
gradually more integrated into local rural and wrlbammunities with other ethnic groups.
(Refer to Appendix Figure 23)he majority lived lives similar to many of theieighbours
and as the decades rolled by the settlement pattérthe Irish and other ethnic groups
faded>®® Some of the Irish remained farmers, the basianglblocks of the foundation of
Island society. Some continued to be involved egtruggle to gain control of their Island
from the proprietors and the British government.

In the future discussions with other Maritimerdootalists from Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island would continoestruggle and negotiate over
Maritime Union and then subsequently again with@amadians over the formation of the
Dominion of Canada. This process is a quintesdeg@mple of a nissological, political
struggle to maintain an island’s distinctivenesd amisdiction over itself, and maintain
independence from continental countries. The hystar Prince Edward Island in the
nineteenth century and the role of Southeastesh lm the evolution of society is an
example of just such a struggle and the efforteamtain an island’s specialness.

By the time that the immigration period came tcead on Prince Edward Island in
the 1850s, most of the colony’s Southeastern bettlers had been present for at least a
generation. They had spread out across the cobmmy,were mingled, with yet distinct
from, other Irish settlers and other ethnic grougush as the Highland Scots. Unlike the
target study groups in the Avalon peninsula, diféicult to isolate the experience of the

Southeastern Irish on Prince Edward Island froneothsh Islanders, but this chapter has



108

argued that their degree of cultural transfer atention was affected by several factors: the
relatively gentle nature of the landscape, whidbved for agriculture in most areas and
reduced the level of isolation among discrete estint communities; the Island’s small
size and significant winter isolation, which no 8bsharpened a sense of boundedness; the
cadastral grid of farm boundaries, which madeiitibato transplant traditional landholding
patterns; and the long-maintained leasehold landréesystem, an unwelcome echo of
conditions back in Ireland. Landscape, climated keemure, geography: as in Newfoundland
and the Miramichi, each determined the degree ticw8outheastern Irish immigrants to

Prince Edward Island could preserve and perpethateculture.
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CHAPTER FIVE: MIRAMICHI OF MAINLAND NEW BRUNSWICK

I
Natural and Pre-British History

The final case study in this project deals witmainland region rather than an
island. Immigrants from Ireland played a significanle in the development of the
Miramichi and New Brunswick as a whole. While theafon settlers existed within the
paradigm of a dominant cod fishery and the Soutbeadrish on Prince Edward Island
worked within an agriculture-based society, theonglof New Brunswick was known as
the timber colony and the Miramichi was at the heéit. (Refer to Appendix Figure 24)
Once again the Southeastern Irish of this studg\aeimy part of the flow of Irish and other
British immigrants. They arrived as ballast on tingber ships from Britain and supplied a
cheap labour force for the timber-centered econoffmye men would find work on the
dockyards or worked in the timber trade and eawugh to buy a farm. There was very
little good farmland, however, and many moved arthe Miramichi once again geography
dictated the pattern of immigration and settlemeaitern and modified and adapted the
evolving Irish/New World culture. The combinatiohtonber trade/farming speaks to the
resourcefulness and adaptability of the settledstlagir ability to survive. At the same time,
the peculiar circumstances of the Miramichi allow to trace their experience of
transplanting their culture and customs to a nesmariamiliar environment. In a sense, the
mainland and island experiences of the Irish weaxadily similar. They encountered
monopolistic economic structures (fishing merchkamdlord, timber baron); they grappled
with three very distinctly different environmenggch alien to their Irish experience; and

they grappled with degrees and levels of isolatidowever, the Miramichi was a unique
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Catholic Southeast Irish community, and this chaptes it as a mainland control for
comparison with the island-based study areas inflawdland and Prince Edward Island.

The Appalachian Mountains provided the sedimehtherock of the quartz-rich
sandstones and shales of the Miramichi-Bras d'@anme. They were deposited on the
passive continental shelf of the Atlantic Coasttted# North America plate. Volcanism,
continental drift and plate tectonics continuedrdwendreds of millions of years. Mud and
sand was carried mainly by eroding rivers and diggab®n the continental shelf and then
turbidity currents carried these sediments off ¢batinental shelf into the deep ocean.
Movements of the Amazonian Miramichi-Bras d’Or TEare to the north continued for tens
of millions of years until the Carboniferous Peri&dince Edward Island and the Miramichi
thus are formed of Carboniferous-Permian terrdstédimentary rock&*

Glaciation over the Miramichi Highlands carriecgite boulders, other rocks and
till on to the late Carboniferous-Permian sandssookecentral and eastern parts of New
Brunswick and indicate a south and southeasterlyement of glaciers® About 12,500
years ago islolated pockets of the Wisconsin gtawsiere still covering much of the
Miramichi Highlands and Prince Edward IslafiiThe glaciers in New Brunswick left thin
stony acidic soils in most areas that were highdgzolized in small pockets of alluvial
deposits along the river banks in most ar&as.

The climate of the Miramachi is humid and contitaémith a short summéf? It is
strongly influenced by the continent and westerigds that flow down from the interior.
Colder air masses from the northern interior oftNédmerica dominate the climate in fall,
winter and spring. The eastern estuary is modefayeehasterly winds in the late summer

from the warm Gulf of St. Lawrence. The colder wsitef the Gulf also moderate the spring
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and due to sea ice, springs are later. Correspglydiduring the fall warmer, Gulf waters
extend later fall seasofi$ The area receives an average rainfall of 1-1.nygar:*°

The forest of the Miramichi Valley is mixed Acadiand contained some of the best
stands of timber in New Brunswick. Some of the niiogtortant coniferous species of trees
include white pine, red pine, balsam fir, hemlcakd cedar. Black spruce and white spruce
are also common. Important deciduous species iegratiow birch, white birch, red maple,
sugar maple and red oak. Trees were the foundatithre economy of the Miramichi River
Valley. Furthermore trees were the economic drfeerthe pattern of settlement. Land
ownership reflects the pattern of human settlenmrernihe valley. Most of the land was
granted or bought from the Crown and the grant liyseatended inland perpendicular to
the river and its tributaries. Land remaining ie thterior was Crown Land and the timber
was also Crown propery}

In 1914, early New Brunswick historian W. F. Gagativided the history of the
Miramichi into distinct periods of human settlemerite early history of the semi-nomadic
M’kmaq people, who were hunter and gather societi@sstitutes the prehistoric period of
the Miramichi®® This early period extends back more than 10,008rsyeThe second
historical period in the seventeenth century inedithe abortive attempts of the Denys,
more specifically Richard Denys de Fronsac, tobdista a feudal colony at the “Great

Forks of River®®

(the confluence of the Northwest Miramichi and ®Beest Miramichi
Rivers). The third period involved temporary hatiita by Acadian refugees fleeing Acadia
after the fall of the fortress at Louisbourg, irb87 British forces drove the Acadians out of

Acadia including lle-Saint-Jean, (Prince Edwardaisl) the Tantramar Marshes, and the

Annapolis Valley into coastal areas of northeastéew Brunswick including Miramachi
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Bay.*** The Irish component in the region’s history is aié®ed in the next section

comprising the fourth British colonial period.

[l
British Colonial Period

Ganong'’s fourth historical period of the moderrilsatent of the Miramichi begins with the
establishment of the area as part of the Britidbrgoof Nova Scotia in 1756. In fact the
business ventures of the Scot, William Davidsonceded this political jurisdiction
designation. However, the British Crown had littieerest in either the Miramichi or New
Brunswick as a whole until after it was separatedhfthe colony of Nova Scotia in 1784.
The colonial administrators had created a majouetcance to development before this
separation. They had granted two Scots, the afareomed William Davidson and John
Cort, 100,000 acres centred on the forks of thehnarst and Southwest Miramichi Rivers
in 1767. The granting of large tracts of land tew individuals made it difficult for later
colonial authorities to find land for new settlefAuthorities in Prince Edward Island had
similar problems with proprietors owning and cofling large sections of the colony.
Escheat was rarely successful on the Island.) Acqa® of escheat was eventually
implemented by New Brunswick authorities againshynaf the largest land holdings
which had too few settlers establisHétDavidson and Cort’s large land grant was broken
up and reduced in size.

Highland Scots were the first permanent Britightlers to arrive’*® William
Davidson brought settlers from his native Inverngsse to establish an Atlantic salmon

fishery on the lower reaches of the river in thees¢eenth century?’ Other Scots were
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disbanded from military service after the Ameriddevolution, while others came from
Scotland itself, some fleeing the Highland Cleaesn&nglish settlers also arrived early,
perhaps wanting to avoid the problems associatddtthé Industrial Revolution. The Scots
and the English bought the best farm land alongritrex and the most eligible sites for
towns. In the 1780s United Empire Loyalists arriveedtl established themselves mainly
upriver in the middle reaches of the Miramichi fxample, around the future site of
Doaktown. They did not want to be controlled by Hdscotians and they supported the
partitioning of Nova Scotia to form a separate ngldNew Brunswick, in 1784. They had
proposed the name New Ireland but King Georgetktthe Irish Parliament as a personal
affront, second only to the American Revolutiond &ne name was droppé¥ Acadians
re-established themselves along the south shotkeobay as early as 1789.In April
1785, Daniel Micheau did a survey of the lower paftthe Miramichi Bay and River where
he found many settlers were Loyalists but many weté settlers” from England and
Scotland*®° It was into these discrete patterns of ethniceseehts that the Irish arrived.

In 1786 when a general election was held, the miichi was part of
Northumberland County, which had a population dd-300 English-speaking fisherman
and traders and 2,000-3,000 Acadidtst was controlled commercially/economically by
Halifax rather than by Fredericton, the capitalSaint John, the economic entrepot. There
were approximately 14,000 United Empire Loyalistsupying the St. John and St. Croix
River valleys’? Halifax became the centre of military and navamaments and

commercial activity and enlarged its trade distiitnu with the Miramichi*®®

Meanwhile,
most of the colony’s tax revenues came from Sainbh,Jwhich commercially controlled the

Fundy coast. Saint John had little interest in tgyiag the northern interior economy
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including the Miramichi*®* As far as coastal communities of New Brunswick aver

concerned the colonization of the colony was cotegf& However, vast tracts of the
interior remained empty.

The population in 1803 was only 25,000 and theormplhad no control over
immigration policies?® Yet, “for almost every community in New Brunswidke
introduction of new people represented the onlyehopsurvival.**’ Many could not get
clear title to land for themselves or their childrevhile the colonial government
procrastinated and toyed with land grant policies Grown lands and the collection of
quitrents?®

During the Napoleonic Wars Napoleon blockaded inental ports to British
shipping. In particular the Baltic ports were bladkd and Britian lost its strategic source of
timber for ships of the Royal Navy and other us8sitain now looked to British North
America for its source of timber and gave Britisbrtki American colonies preferential
treatments. The lower St. John River valley hadaaly been denuded of white pines for
masts and the Navy Board now turned to the Miramithere were no controls or
conservation over logging on Crown lands and peiantractors were “contemptuous” of
the King's Rights. MacNultt foretells that “the gtelays of the timber trade were still ahead
but already it appeared that the government wasefdess to prevent the looting and
destruction of the forest™®

With the Napoleonic Wars came great prosperitgeeially in commercial trade.
New Brunswick had large stands of red and white pmany navigable waters and was
closer to Britain than the Canadas. However, wthike timber trade flourished, farming

suffered and many farms were abandot&th 1812, Gilmour, Rankin and Company was
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established in Douglastown on the north bank oMiramichi. They were among the first
timber barons. The timber trade was financed oditra the fall timber men bought tools,
provisions, rum and liquor. Then groups went irite tvoods in the winter cutting trees
which they delivered to the merchants in the citigbe spring “frolic.” Then it was back to
the farm for planting*

After the Napoleonic Wars the poorer Irish immigseabegan to arrive in the
Miramichi in timber ships with cheap fares. Theygvbuman ballast for ships on their way
out to North America to collect timber and trangpbback to Britain. The ships docked in
the Miramichi ports of Chatham and Newcastle, utdzbthe passengers, and returned with
timber for Britain. Thousands of the Irish worked the wharves, in loading timber on to
ships for the return trip. The timber trade proddemeans of emigration and employment
for the poor Irish. They worked on the wharvesawmills, and in the lumber camps in the
winter they cut down timber. Many worked until theguld buy a farm while others,
perhaps 50%, moved on to the United States.

After 1820 the best frontage sites along the maer were already occupied by the
English and Scots who had arrived first and hadctgatal to buy the best and larger
amounts of land. Some farms had intervale or fljgaths along the river’'s edge which were
amongst the most productive sections of the far(Refer to Appendix Figure 25)
Immigrants from southern Ireland also settled @léss desirable tributaries, including the
tributaries Bay Du Vin, Bartibog, Bartholomew, Resoand Cains between 1815 and
18352 St. Margarets and Sevogle Rivers also had a &gnifnumber of Irish settlef®
However the good farm land was rapidly settled rmuadhy Irish ultimately settled in towns

and villages.
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The first census of New Brunswick was in 1824 tedtotal population was 74,116
inhabitants. Large numbers of Scots and Irish veereing on returning timber shigé?
Most were arriving as individuals not in large goswor clans as in Nova Scotia or to a lesser
degree, Prince Edward Island. Unnumbered Irishsedshe portages from the Miramichi
and the St. John valleys. They followed the roadmfSaint John and Fredericton to St.
Andrew and then into the United StafésThe Hibernian Society, established in 1824,
decried the loss of Irish muscle and sinew becaaseany left as soon as they arriVéd.

Of the 76 families in Mannion’s Southeasternmimdiramichi study area, 38 nuclear
families settled on the tributary banks of the Bdnyy 18 families moved to nearby
Semiwagan, and 20 families located in NowlanvilRefer to Appendix Figure 26 & 27).
The earliest heads of two families arrived befd&35l, 16 arrived in the next decade (with
14 families arriving in 1825), 40 families arrivedtween 1825 -1835 (with 20 families in
1830) and 17 families arrived afterward. The m&joof these Miramichi Irish came from
Cork and Tipperary with some from Offaly and Cl&reThe discrete block pattern of
settlement was dominant in the Miramichi. Howewertheir daily lives they had contact
within a few miles with Highland and Lowland Scd&nglish Loyalists, pre-revolutionary
New Englanders, Acadians and native Mk'nfi&.

While Mannion concentrates on a few families ire tMiramichi from the
southeastern parts of Ireland, it is importantdterthey represent a very small fraction of
the Irish coming to New Brunswick. Peter Toner tiasumented where the Irish came from
that settled in New Brunswick as a whole. He foufdiverse geographical origins in
Ireland™*° He critically observes that Mannion’s study andehee Punch’s work on the

Halifax Irish have reinforced the belief that thrénpipal source of Irish throughout Atlantic
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Canada were from the southeast of Ireland. (Refé&ppendix Figure 28However, New
Brunswick, by virtue of direct links with Irelanchrough the timber trade, had very
significant numbers of emigrants from northerndrel (Ulster)(Refer to Appendix Figure
29) There was actually a greater flow of immigrainten the nine counties of Ulster into
New Brunswick than from the southeast of Irelartd iNewfoundland and Halifax in the
first half of the nineteenth century. In fact, ovalf the emigrants that came to New
Brunswick came from the province of UlsféfHowever County Cork had the highest
single proportion of emigrants at 19.7%. Toner sampes that the majority of New
Brunswick Irish came from Cork and Def3}.This indicates clearly that Mannion’s study
area and the Southeastern immigrants were a drmalique part of the Irish flow into New
Brunswick.

There was thus no uniformity in the Irish communih various parts of the
province. However, the southeast of Ireland washbst significant as a source area in the
North Shore of New Brunswick. (Refer to Appendigiliie 30) Toner does admit that
Ulster was an unimportant source of North Shorediichi Irish??? He recognizes that the
North Shore of New Brunswick and Newfoundland (&l aws Halifax) all had this similar
pattern, but seems to admit it only grudgingly:

New Brunswick, therefore, does not fit into the thewuld
already established for the Irish of Newfoundlanod a
Halifax. As tempting as the idea might be to assecthe
Irish of eastern Canada with the southeast of icgldhe
pattern cannot be confirmed. Even where therensesslight
evidence of the pattern in the Miramichi, it idlgomewhat
different, in any case as it applies only to a $maition of

the Irish in New Brunswick?®

Thus, the Miramichi is not reflective of the NewuBswick colony as a whole, but it
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does provide a discrete pattern of settlement topewe with Prince Edward Island and

Newfoundland.

1l
Miramichi Study Areas Initial Pattern of Settlement

On the Barnaby River study sites boundaries wemeeged and drawn before the arrival of
the Southeastern Irish immigraiité There was an overlying cadastral land survey with
each farm grant usually extending inland perpendicw the river and its tributaries and
later from roads. Land remaining in the interiorsw@rown Land and the timber was also
Crown property??® Farm lots were long and narrow running back frown tiver or road.
The farmsteads were built beside the rivers or tiearoadsThe Barnaby was a typical
tributary of the Miramichi River. The river systemesre the means of transportation for the
interior of the colony. In many ways they overcathe insularity and isolation of the
interior where the forest acted like an oceaneédr

The standard size of a lot was 100 acres, thussfavere closer together than
Avalon farms in Newfoundland but much bigd&tInitially a single family would settle on
a lot, clear off five acres of trees and build aetiwg or homestead and then gain full title
and ownership of the lot. Sometimes the homestesdhwilt nearer the intervale soils but
some lots had no such soil. Mannion feels that ipay®nvironment did not determine
individual choice to live on individual lots. Thus the Barnaby a superimposed cadastral
survey also shows ainzelhofpattern*?’ This pattern of isolated farmstads also held true
on the non-riparian settlements at Semiwagan andléhville. Homesteads were built at

the extreme end of the lots near the road as dewelot continued. The superimposition of
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the cadastral survey influenced the dispersedpattesettlement and the non-fragmented
nature of the farms.
v

Miramichi Study Areas Later Patterns of Settlement
The einzelhof pattern was maintained because the subdivisiototsf was occurring
longitudinally. It was rare for a lot to be splgétiveen more than two descendents or to be
sold to outsiders. The longitudinal splits also mained the cadastral survey. Inheriting
sons gained equal access to the resources andtehitas of their father’s farm including
the river, intervale, cultivatable land (both deerand good fertile soil), road and back
woodlot. Lumbering continued to be a valuable atstias it reduced the demand on the soil
for agricultural production. With farmsteads alarmger or road there was a line-village
appearance strikingly similar to Irish street \gés**® Local marriages made for strong
kinship ties on the Miramichi. Sometimes an origsettler would buy continuous lots for
their sons. With time, as roads were built, acdesshe Barnaby River became less
important but most of the cleared land was aloegiter.

There was a continued desire by the gregarioussaaidl Irish to agglomerate or
collect together, but to still have compact farmste Miramichi??® In feudal periods some
landlords in Ireland had created street line-vélg@tterns to improve their holdings. They
had regarded the Irish peasantry to be totallyauitisocial organizatioff’ As settlement
on the Miramichi evolved there was a multiplicatiohhomesteads along the river and
roads which accentuated the line-village of Irelamppearance. Settlements in the
Miramichi study areas resembled the Irish lindagés in size, population and pattern of

settlement. Of course, they were not geneticalbted to the homeland foffit
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\Y
Settlement in the Interior/Over the Nashwaak Portag

Along the coasts and in the lower parts of rivargér ships were used for the transportation
of goods and people. Many settlers thus had ariivéige lower sections of the Miramichi
in the 1760s and gradually made their way upstrelanthe New Brunswick interior
portages between rivers were the major, (and atbenonly means) of transportation
between the upper reaches of rivers. Such wastedaf the Miramichi-Nashwaak-St. John
River Valley system. In the upper reaches of thetli8eest Miramichi from 1790 to 1851,
there was an era of Loyalist settlement followihg American Revolution. The Loyalists
had been given free grants of land due to thewicero the British Crown. After they
arrived in the St. John River valley good land \&Hgcated, but it was in limited amounts
and many moved on. Ganong states that “the mosbriapt Loyalist readjustment
settlements were in the valley of the Miramicf”Some St. John River Loyalists left the
crowded St. John River valley and crossed the NaakwRiver portage into the upper
Southwest Miramichi where they established farmsdh0 called Newcastf€® However,
the land was poor for farming and sustained thealistycommunity for less than three
generations. Some Loyalist settlers stripped thd & the most valuable timber and sold
their farms almost immediately. Other Loyalist faes held on for one or two generations
more but many of these farms were ultimately bolbgtthe Irish. The soil was inferior for
farming and high water levels often flooded theméale every spring and fall. The future
prospects for the Irish settlers were similar te toyalists farmers who abandoned the
valley.

A few Scots also settled but by 1820s the Scottishigration had ceased and the
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Irish immigration had begun. There was also a shifumbering from the St. John River
valley to the Miramichi River valley. Immigratiori the Irish was increasing until the Great
Forest Fire of 1825 which burned 6,000 square nofeforestland and settlement. Only
eleven Irish families arrived in Ludlow Parish tiyar?** Many Loyalists sold their land to
Irish immigrants and moved back to the St. JohreRwalley and subsequently there was a
mass migration to Maine. MacKinnon describes ttee fa the Irish and social violence
associated with mobs of recently arrived Irish vilad burned houses and barns, defied the
law and attacked peace officers. This caused satiters to petition the Lieutenant
Governor to send troops to maintain order. Loc#t@aities could not control fisticuffs and
rioting between the recently arrived Irish, sailar&l woodsmen from Maine. Troops were
stationed at Chatham and Newcastle from 1822-1880the purpose of quelling the
numerous Riots and disturbances that arise amenigwrer order of Irish Emigrant§®

New Brunswick historian W.S. MacNutt has also désd some of the ethnic
violence in the Miramichi in the 1820’s. He stateat the Miramichi society was voluble
and explosive. Some Irish immigrants destroyed @ityand were just as big a nuisance in
jail. Sailors from the timber ships rioted on Supdsternoons often with American
woodsmen who were added to the ethnic fihRoor soil, the forest fire and fear of the
Irish may all have all contributed to the mass mtign that moved on from the
Miramichi.**” However, MacNutt states that the thousands whd areto the United States
from New Brunswick did so as a result of weaknegsegvernment immigration policy
rather than a lack of good lafi¥.

In the mid-1830s there was an economic boom ae thas a demand for timber in

Britain. Irish immigration increased again and ¢hems a steady influx into the early 1840s.
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The lumber industry was profitable but farming wast. The population was thus
increasing but once again the number of farmers weds There were new immigrants
between 1820 and 1842 with the peak years 1820-1828y of the new Irish immigrants
stayed permanently on their land, but they paiie lgttention to farming with markets being
remote and the land unfit for plowing. Insteadkleg economic activity was working in the
timber trade. There was little growth in agricudtuhrough the 1840s however the timber

trade provided a good alternative in some years.

VI
Timber Trade & Timber Barons

New Brunswick has been calléd good poor man’s country.**® MacNutt suggests
settlers arriving with virtually nothing could wohard (often in the timber trade), clear land
and take up farming. This was certainly the case¢hie Southeastern Irish and other early
settlers of the Miramichi. However the timber trages a boom and bust economy and as it
developed a few individuals came to dominate itaghre Wynn emphasizes that the
commercial exploitation of the forest in New Brumsk/impinged in so many ways on the
life of most New Brunswickers that the early deypehent of the province cannot be
considered apart from the forest industri€$.”

As the timber industry grew the wealthy timber rerexerted a tighter and tighter
grip on the society developing along the MiramiRnrer. Perhaps the rivalry between the
large capitalistic enterprises of Rankin, Gilmond £ompany of Douglastown on the north
shore and those of Joseph Cunard in Chatham ormsdhth shore best illustrates the

domination of the timber barons. They vied for tises for timber stands on Crown Land
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for decades and also owned many sawmills, shipyasms and wharves. They also set
prices and owned the stores that their employees wigligated to buy their provisions
from.**! The timber barons were as much merchant wholesalerthey were capitalist
entrepreneurs. In contrast the Southeastern Iresfe wart of a growing proletariat whose
yeomanly independence and opportunities were beexgiricted by this powerful
entrepreneurial clas$? Of course at the same time the timber barons @ednand
provided employment and another level of belongind loyalty, not just a source of social
conflict. This was all a part of the social andteal landscape of the Miramichi. In some
ways political conflict was the tip of the socialdacultural iceberg.

Scott W. See has documented the “Fighting Electimfs 1842-3" in
Northumberland County. He observes that the Miramialley was a turbulent hinterland
in the early 1840s. Development of the county wegneented geographically along the
river and its tributaries, and the rival entreprasealivided up the economic staple industry,
timber. Geography, the economy, ethnic rivalry aachpetition thus spilled over into the

political arend*®

The timber barons controlled the voting in thekeas where “time and
again labourers and freeholders dutifully obeyezlltital lumber barons, almost certainly
because their livelihood depended uporfit.Electioneering was part of larger economic
and social rivalries. Perception of religious anting rivalry resulted in scattered
references to Irish Catholic conflict with othesidents during both electiofi§ People
were from all ethnic and religious faiths and nugg group can be held solely responsible
for the collective violence. Nevertheless riotemsnf the Miramichi’s ethnic collage of

Irish, English, Scots and Loyalists did riot cotigely. Men and women did not intend to

kill one another over a particular candidate. Rathey rioted over a continuing saga of
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interregional economic rivalry in the Miramichi. 8hchose violence to achieve their goals
in the elections and for changes in the economeg. cdmposition of the crowds paralleled
that of the empires of the timber bardfs.

See has also documented the history of otherindteew Brunswick in the 1840s.
These riots help put into perspective the riothaMiramichi, in the 1820s, which pale in
comparison to the much more substantial riots @3$h John River Valley. These more
significant riots arose between native Protestaah@emen and Irish Catholic immigrants.
In these instances the Protestant elite soughtoteg their economic, political, social and
cultural control of New Brunswick. Full fledged tilog occurred along the St. John River in
the agrarian frontier community of Woodstock, theital city of Fredericton, and the York
Point community of the port city of Saint JoH.

The Loyal Orange Order habitually marched on tHg 1@th anniversary of the
Battle of the Boyne to defend itself and to loyallgfend the British Crown and Protestant
ascendancy. Irish Catholics also marched to sextoethold in society in local economic,
social and political structures. Both the “Orandg®&btestants and the “Green” Catholics
sought to express themselves by marching, viggemi@nd social violence, with a prior
intention to intimidate or harm others. The recemtirived Irish Catholics often found
themselves stuck in the lower levels of society thgse forces of nativisfi® and
vigilantism. These tactics were used by the Loyar@e Order to galvanize native-born
and immigrant Protestants and to create links wilmicipal and provincial leaders,
entrepreneurs and businessmen, social activiststaeds for a variety of reasof{s.

Irish Catholics in the St. John River Valley usebeir culture, religion, kinship

networks and sometimes their Gaelic language tababrnostile ideologies and vigilante
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forces.”*° The manifestations of structural social tensiansléw Brunswick society thus
included social violence. Economic factors were ast play because severe depressions
were brought about by collapses in the staple tirabenomy. However some areas like the
Miramichi witnessed no collective violence in tlael 1840s on the scale seen in the St.
John River Valley>* The Miramichi thus stands out in contrast to ttmie violence that
happened in other parts of the colony.

VII
The 1851 Census: Another ‘New Ireland’ on the Miranchi

?452

The name New Ireland has been applied officiallg anofficially to a variety of
places including both Prince Edward Island and Meunswick. Samuel Holland drew a
sketch map proposing a single province between Nampshire and Nova Scotia called
New Ireland®® P.M. Toner's analysis of the 1851 Census of NeunBwick assists in an
understanding of the history of the Miramichi Irishthe context of Irish New Brunswick.
Toner remarks that a phenomenon that was especm@ifynon in the Miramichi was the
arrival of a father/husband up to eight years aluédide rest of his family. He would labour
in timber production with other labourers importedm Ireland and Scotlarid? Toner
states that nowhere in the colony were the Cathglieater in number among the Irish, nor
earlier in arrival than in the Miramicfi> The Miramichi Catholics were coming from the
southeast which was one of the most feudalizeds pdrtreland. The timber barons and
other residents of the Miramichi must have madmtfez| almost at home as it was as close
to feudalism there as anywhere in New BrunsWiéld system of large landed estates

prevailed in Ireland in the eighteenth and ninefeeentury but reached its climax between

1750 and 1856’
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The 1851 census is important as it provides a Wdusnapshot of the Irish in the
New Brunswick, including the Irish community on tMeramichi. The census provides
information about the end result of many decadémofigration. It outlines the colony as a
whole where the Catholics were over half the tqapulation. On the North Shore
(including the Miramichi) 82.3% were Catholic. Tireedian date of arrival of immigrants
for Catholics was 1831, and for Protestants it 4&7. The Catholics were nearly the only
Irish on the lower stretches of the main river whkir “capital” situated in Chatham. The
North Shore was the only region in the colony whesproportion of Catholic farmers was
55.2% of the Catholic population and Protestanhés were nearly the same at 55.8% of
the Protestant population. The earliest Irish invamgs were found in the interior and came
from the areas of Ireland which were either Iripeaking or on the English/Irish language
frontier, including Waterford-Kilkenny-Queens-Tippey and Cork.”*® Excluding
Waterford, these counties were largely converteBiriglish before the Famirfé? In their
origins the Irish of the Miramichi thus resemblé&eé trish of Halifax and Newfoundland
more than any other area in New Brunswick. Theyéento live in tight, more exclusive
communities.

Toner presents a number of conclusions from thewgerMost importantly was that
the Irish were not a “Johnny-come-lately” ethniogy. Protestant Irish and a smaller
number of Catholic Irish were amongst the earlieshigrants to New Brunswick. There
was a recognizable community of Irish in the Miramibefore 1800. After Waterloo,
immigration from both groups to the colony increhse almost equal proportion, from
1815 to 1824 and between 1825 and 1830 Catholiggnation actually outstripped that of

the Protestants. The Irish community thus begasplib and the rise of the Orange Order
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was one resuft?®

Another significant conclusion is that the majoriy the descendents of Irish
immigrants were descendants of pre-Famine 1845.Ilis demographic terms a few
Famine Irish remained in Saint John but the vagomtga of Famine Irish passed through
the colony. Another conclusion is that descendehtise Irish immigrants were not so well
off as their immigrant parents. As Toner remarkis iisually assumed that native- born
descendents generally fare better than their imanigparents. The Catholic Irish also
remained more committed to finding a spouse with&r own group, more than any other
ethnic group. The proportion of nuclear familiesrkea the Catholic Irish (86.1%) and
Protestant Irish (84.2%) as being more similaraoheother than to the Scots (77.5%) or
English (80.1%°* However, the Catholic Irish were more “Irish” imezy way, and they
kept to themselves almost to the degree their imamigparents had. Their persistence as a
group would cause modification of the charactethefsociety of New Brunswiéf

Much of what can be gleaned from Toner's papemualbhe Census of 1851
supports Mannion’s thesis about the uniquenesshefstudy area on the Miramichi
mainland compared to the rest of New Brunswick.éFgortrays a unique Miramichi Irish
Catholic community of people who clung to the idigrand culture they had brought with
them across the Atlantic Ocean. A large proportbnhese were Southeastern Catholic
families of farmers and agricultural artisans. Aseér puts it the Miramichi Irish were one
of the “backbone” Irish communities of the popusatof New Brunswick®

Of course, one must make a distinction betweerniataa sense of identity and

retaining cultural attributes and patterns. The am@related but not identical. Clearly, the

Miramichi Irish retained a sense of their own distiveness, even though the nature of the
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available land, the level and nature of relatioith ¢heir neighbours, and the work patterns
and power dynamics associated with the dominariidineconomy all affected the degree
to which the Southeastern Irish were able to texrtsieir culture to the New World. It could
be argued that co-existing alongside differenturaltgroups and influences might actually
heighten a community’s tendency to retain distirectcultural traits. But the long-term
tendency is surely towards cultural assimilationpmactical terms even if the sense of
distinct identity remains strong. The evidencehid study would argue that isolation tends
to cultural insulation and, for better or worseglpngs the retention of distinctive cultural
traits and practices. And that brings us back éathe that being an island might play in this

process.
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CHAPTER SIX: COMPARISONS AND CONCLUSIONS

This concluding chapter examines the main them#és®othesis and includes a commentary
on the settlement patterns on the study areasdtio8d. The second section studies the history of
social and ethnic relations on Ireland, Newfoundld?rince Edward Island and the Miramachi.
Section lll examines elite domination and sociorexoic control of primary resource economies.
In the final section islandness, isolation, ahand studies theory are discussed in terms of this
case study and the hypothesis of the thesis.

I
Commentary on Settlement Patterns

As David Weale suggests from his reading of theifdal and Diary of John MacEachern”
of Rice Point, Prince Edward Island (who emigrdted Scotland in 1830):

For all those emigrants like John MacEachern whoecto
the New World as adults, the year of emigration was
dramatic watershed. Life was cleft into two pafise break
was as deep and as wide as the Atlantic itself tlamckafter
every detail of their lives fell clearly into themod on one
side or the other. It was like having two livesoine. There
was the old world and the new; the old ways anddwe, the
old life and the new. The carryover was very grbat,try as
they might the emigrants could not successfullygate what
had been. The break remairf&d.

It is this “break” with the Old World patterns afihg and the dispersed patterns of the New
World settlement that lies at the heart of thisrexetion. This chapter begins with a
summary of Mannion’s research and compares hig stitehs with Prince Edward Island.
There is a section on social and ethnic relatinrike study areas followed by a third section

on elite control and socio-economic control of @igindustries. The final section attempts

to apply islandness to Mannion’s overall approacth ends with a discussion of islands,
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isolation and island studies theory.

Generally, Mannion argues that the migration acthe Atlantic Ocean led to rapid
loss of cultural traits but, the rate of attritiearied from one study area to another. In his
penultimate paragraph he concludes:

The rates of cultural transfer and survival variext only
between ethnic groups but amongst a single grodpttas
variability was the product of many factors. In ttese of a
handful of Irish in this study, the differences avglained
not by social and economic conditions of the migrasince
these did not vary greatly, but by contrasting ¢tmas in the
New World. Among these conditions the pattern dingt
group settlement was more important than the physic
environment but the differences in the rural ecopom
between study areas were supreme in determinifeyeliices

in the transfer and survival of homeland tréffs.

Mannion found that the Cape Shore of Newfoundlaad the greatest extent of
cultural transfer, retention and durability of teaiAt the Cape Shore, the Irish homeland
traits and trait complexes were most readily inictl and least subject to change over
time. This may have been because the Southeastdrmdplaced the French on the western
shore of the Avalon Peninsula and were a relatin@inogeneous group. Initially, they
were also isolated from the English on the eadfaglish Shore and least subject to outside
interference from government, churches, the miylitard other agencies. The Peterborough
area was at the other extreme of the continuumenvhemeland traits were least frequently
introduced, and if introduced were retained for thast period of timé&% Next most
culturally similar to the Cape Shore was the StinJoregion of Newfoundland Island. Here

there was an Irish presence and an English preserteh created a largely bi-ethnic

society since there were very few other farmer®raghg to other ethnic groups. The
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Miramichi was in the intermediate middle grounavetn the St. John’s and Peterborough
areas. Hence a continuum of Mannion’s study arémas Cape Shore—St.
John’s—Miramichi—Peterborough in terms of settletratterns'®’

Where does Prince Edward Island fit into this canim? Prince Edward Island
with its settlement pattern is most like the Mirahiand it is inserted on the Cape Shore
side of the continuum. Hence, the cultural adaptatind transfer continuum is Cape
Shore—St. John’s—Prince Edward Island—Miramichi—egdrough when considering
the settlement patterns of the study areas. @halstudy areas Prince Edward Island most
closely resembled southeastern Ireland in ternssiigdibility for raising similar agricultural
crops and livestock. The climate was more sevetealgucultural products could be
transported in the late spring, summer and eallypjawater, and in winter, lighter loads
could transported across ice.

Old World rural settlement patterns might thereftilave been re-established on
Prince Edward Island but this did not happen. @asaon this did not occur may have been
because the Southeastern Irish never settled oisltrel in homogeneous groups from a
single county as did some of the Monaghan setdars some early Scottish settlers to
Prince Edward Islantf® Another reason this did not happen was the Piiuteard Island
Land Question. lan Ross Robertson quotes histdrldn Bumsted, who states that by the
end of the eighteenth century, “the lines of camflhad been clearly drawn between
Islanders and proprietors. Islanders were scousidngloprietors were parasite&®
Robertson suggests that in Prince Edward Islaedséttlers and the proprietors spent much
of the nineteenth century wrestling with a landsgsthat was unique to all of British North

America, and that had been established in 75Regardless of any lease many tenants
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resented any rent primarily because they had paithéir own passage with no help from
proprietors and secondly they had cleared theid,lagain with little help from their
proprietor?’* Many absentee proprietors failed to pay their marits, neglected to have land
agents and did not collect rents for years. Thgabeo change in the second quarter of the
nineteenth century as the Southeastern Irish ahdr aiettlers began to arrive. Other
grievances voiced in the 1830s and 1840s weréftbet were few written leases and verbal
agreements held little protection for the tenant.

In general, Island farmers over several decadethie Old World rules should not
apply and in the 1830s the rejection of the lealsktemure system resulted in the formation
of the “escheat” movemehf? Escheat was a term based on feudal inheritandeei®ld
World. If a landlord failed to meet his obligatiomsperform certain duties his land could be
escheated and returned to the Crown. The Eschegtvgaich arose in the 1830s in Prince
Edward Island argued that the grantees of 176 faamy subsequent proprietors had failed
to meet their obligations. The Escheat party caltytransferred and modified the concept
of escheat from the Old World to Prince EdwardridlaFor example, many proprietors had
failed to bring sufficient emigrants to settle andny had failed to pay their quitrents. The
Escheat party was adamant that the proprietord’ $&would be escheated to the Crown and
then re-granted to the actual occupiers, unlikéeudal Britain where the escheated land
was rarely granted to the tenants. Instead, it vgglly granted by the Crown to other
landed gentry. In the 1838 general election for Erence Edward Island’s house of
assembly the Escheat party won an eighteen taciory. However the British government
would not consent to dispossess the proprietotheif land and the Escheat movement

faded in influence and popularit{’
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Returning to Mannion, he states that there wenatranswithin study areas both in
rates of transfer of individual traits and the diiy of transferred traits. However, for
some traits and trait complexes the patterns op@aio and discard were in all study areas
remarkably similar. Mannion suggests for examgiaf individual farm outbuildings and
the general lay-out of the farmstead were the leassferred traits of all the traits in all of
his study areas. This may have also been trueméd’Edward Island. Farmstead is defined
as “a farm and its building regarded as a uHitFarm buildings in the New World were
usually made of wood whereas in Ireland stone, mnatfle and thatch were common
materials. Furthermore, the traditional Irish settént patterns and associated open fields
were only slightly more transferable than the imdlial farm outbuildings and general
layout of the farmstead. In terms of significanoethis current study of Prince Edward
Island, perhaps the transferability of traditioh@sh settlement patterns and associated
open fields was also only slightly more transfegatblan the outbuildings and farmstead
layout patterns. In Ireland the leasehold systesittva norm but it post-dated settlement. In
Prince Edward Island most proprietors had survelgyrout farm boundaries before they
leased them out and thus most farms were discO€tadre farms. For example, Lot 22 was
known for Irish farmers and they were thoroughlxedi into the same general pattern of
farm delineation by survey. An examination of caddamaps such asleacham’s Atlas
indicates no difference between farm layouts anchbaries comparing Irish and non-Irish
farms?”> Mannion concluded that the traditional Irish settent pattern was not readily
transferred to the New Worftd® and this author suggests this was probably truerioice
Edward Island as weff’

The Southeastern Irish were scattered acrosslhtnedi because they arrived a little
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later than the early English and the first wavé&obts who had settled on the most easily
accessible, better land in the period prior to1820s. The Southeastern Irish often had to
settle for less desirable land. They were oftengmatized physically, socially and
economically along with the Acadians, the smallidg€n-American community and the
indigenous Mi'’kmagq. The fact that the Acadians dahd Mi'’kmaq had been previous
occupiers of Prince Edward Island had never be@sidered significant by the British
authorities. Marginalization did have an impactldsh settlement. An example of this
marginalization was the Catholic Church, which &uhdo keep the Irish Catholics and
Acadian Catholics communities separated sociallpr Example, there were no
intermarriages recorded at the time of the 184kuein Lot 222 As rural communities
grew the Catholic Church began to fear consanguamt inbreeding within the two ethnic
groups and encouraged intermarriage in areas bk@2, Tignish, and the northwest end of
the island®’® The isolation of the Southeastern Irish was thelative. In general, as the
trees were cleared, as farms increased in numliefaamed acreage increased, farming
families became close neighbours and nativism dsexk

Another Mannion conclusion was that “the overrgdifactor in the demise or
survival of homeland traditions in the New Worldsméae structure of the economy in the
area settled®° The hinterlands of all the study areas - the sé#ise Avalon, the streams
and rivers of the Miramichi, and the seas, soil @wels of Prince Edward Island - provided
resources (fish, seals, timber, agricultural créfsind a means of transporting these
resources to markets. Waterways dictated the meaitifluenced the pattern of settlement
and often determined the occupation of the seftfésxamples include farmers on the

Avalon who were also forced to become fishers aadess. On the Miramichi, summertime
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farmers became foresters in the winter. In Prindevd&d Island farmers cleared land for
farming and found employment to supplement themfancome in the lumber, timber and
ship building industries, until nearly all the tse@ere completely cleared. The agriculture
on the Avalon was subsistence with a measure ohwneial agriculture associated with St.
John’s. In both the Miramichi and Prince Edwaransl the main form of agriculture was
the mixed family farm. The best land on the Miramiiwas a narrow band along the river
intervale (but not all farms had this). The goodfiand in Prince Edward Island was in
abundance throughout the island. Prince Edwardhdskaus had the best agricultural
resources, the Miramichi had a distant, second taestland, and the Avalon had the
poorest subsistence agriculture. Given the farmkdracind of the Southeastern Irish
settlers the ability to farm was a relevant fadtocultural transfer. On the other hand the
forest resources of the Miramichi were superiagjuality and were far more extensive than
either the forests of Prince Edward Island or talén. The fishery was obviously the most
significant primary economic resource of the Avapmminsula. Seals were important, and
the trees were a valuable resource of wood as mghading construction material and as
fuel for heating and cooking. As neighbours canusel this spurred a growing sense of
community and identification with their area. Pepgéttled, as elsewhere, where they could
tap into the economic resources of the area. Theeaf the economic activity, inevitably
different from the homeland, inevitably affectedtmms and physical culture.

The nature of the economy was significantly déferin the New World as was the
structure of the family. The family was changed kedty after the transatlantic voyage.
Crossing the Atlantic implied a certain abandonnuéitaditional ways of the old extended

family structure. Few of the communal ties thatvaded traditional Irish rural society and
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settlement patterns crossed the Atlantic Oceatedds new ones had to be formed in the
New World. The social dominant in the voluntaryeatn of immigrants from Ireland (and
Europe in general) was the isolated individual oclear family*®® This created the
d484

dispersed settlement patterns on the frontiershef New Worl (including Prince

Edward Island.) This in turn affected the rate wifural transfer and persistence.
Il

Social and Ethnic Relations
The societies that developed in the study areas usrally a mixture of ethnic groups. This
section discusses some of the social milieus okthdy areas and the interaction of the
various ethnic groups. Each of the study areasumagie in its pattern of ethnic groups.
The Avalon was primarily bi-ethnic with English ahish settlers. The Cape Shore was the
simplest with two English communities near Placeatd the rest of the communities were
Southeastern Irish. The other Avalon study arealdbin’s, was primarily English but some
communities were entirely Irish. In this sensedberces of settlers of the Avalon Peninsula
were also fairly straightforward in that they capramarily from a few relatively small
areas of England and Ireland. There was a pamaligtation to Newfoundland from
Southeastern Ireland as described by John Manmiod,a similar migration from the
Southwestern England as outlined by Gordon Hand&dk Handcock’s study three
guarters of all English emigrants came from thetlsgun counties of Devon, Dorset,
Somerset and Hampshire. These areas were assowdtedate seventeenth century
mercantilist trade between Southwestern England,utifeastern Ireland and
Newfoundland®® There were scattered Irish settlements in mosomegpf Newfoundland

that were otherwise dominated by the Engff§tHandcock suggests that the net English
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migration, mainly from southwest England, was v&rgilar in number to that of the Irish.
Furthermore, the growing influx of southern Irishthe nineteenth century into St. John’s
and into nearby harbours of the Avalon greatly rakd the English officials. English
migrants settled into the permanent population tdstsusively in the Avalon and other
parts of Newfoundland. British colonial authoritieere far less concerned with English
immigrants than with the Irish immigrants becauseytdid not trust the loyalty of the
Irish .88

As stated before, Mannion had found that rougihety percent of Newfoundland
Irish immigrants came from particular parts of edmiting counties. The southwestern
corner of Wexford, south Kilkenny, southeasternp&iary and southeastern Cork were the
closest areas to County Waterford, with Waterfauhg the major embarkation port for the
Newfoundland IrisH?®

Handcock suggests that the distance from the plagted a significant role in
selecting the port of embarkation and this alsdedawith the size of inland settlemefts.
In southeastern Ireland larger inland centres seme emigrants to Waterford whereas
smaller inland centres sent fewltHandcock found a similar pattern of relationships
the amount of emigration from southwest and soutlgrgland. Certain parts of counties
such as south Devon, north Dorset, south Somersgsouthwest Wiltshire contributed the
greatest numbers of emigrants. As in southeasteland the principle of distance from
port and the size of the place of origin often dateed the choice of embarkation in
southern England. In many parts of Newfoundlantheotthan the Avalon Peninsula,
Dorset, Devon, Somerset and Wiltshire, were theonsgjurce counties of embarkatitif.

The southern Englisbmigrants helped shape both the social geograptheofvalon and
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“the human geography of Newfoundland outside thaléw Peninsula®®?

O’Grady paints a similar pattern to Mannion anchétaock in his description of
Prince Edward Island settlers who came from thdt&astern parts of Ireland to the Island.
However, there was a more complex milieu in thenietigroups found on Prince Edward
Island than on the Avalon. On Prince Edward Isl#me majority of settlers came from
many parts of Great Britain (Engladtf, Scotland, both Highlanders and Lowlanders,
Ireland, and Wales), some were Acadians, and tere also a few micro-ethnic groups,
for example, Afro-Americans and the first natioisvtkmag. All these groups were also
found in the Miramichi where there were also langenbers of Americans. There were
many American whites, some Afro-Americans, who vetileslaves, others were free and a
few first nations Maliseet. (Many but not all then@&ricans were Loyalists.)

Another reason for placing the Miramichi and Peiriedward Island beside each
other on Mannion’s cultural continuum is becauseytivere more cosmopolitan in their
ethnic makeup than on the Avalon Peninsula. Thigrdity made organizing political
organizations such as the Escheat party on Pridesig Island more difficult.

In New Brunswick in general there were a growingnber of Americans who were
logging and settling in areas which were in displitee Americans considered some parts
of New Brunswick to be part of the United Statelse Dorder of United States and British
North America was in dispute between New BrunswiCknada East and Maine until
1842 Significant numbers of Americans continued to limeNew Brunswick after the
treaty was signed. In that same year economic tiondiwere so bad that attempts to
discourage Irish emigrants were made and they patéy successfif®

Another threat from the United States was thedreBrotherhood, whose members
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were primarily Irish-Americans. They were intents®izing part of British North America
and holding it hostage to help liberate Irelandrfr8ritish Rule. In New Brunswick,
pro-Confederates of British North America used tthimn spectres of fifth-column Fenian
sympathizers within the colony and the threat ehsion from the south by thousands of
battle-hardened Irish American veterans of the AcaerCivil War to gain support for their
cause. The pro-Confederates mobilized anti-lIrisd anti-Roman Catholic sentiment
during the crucial pre-Confederation election inaNBrunswick of 18667’ Southeastern
Irish and other Irish emigrants bore the bruntho$ tnativist behaviour. Although it is
difficult, it seems reasonable to assume that ggneteraction with these other ethnic
groups and the pressure of ethnic tensions woulek ls@me bearing on retention or
abandonment of cultural traitSocial tensions between different ethnic and caltgroups
were common characteristics of European historysareiety. This was transferred across
the Atlantic Ocean by some members of many ethmags. However most Southeastern

Irish wanted to leave these animosities behindstad a new life in the New World.

11
Elite Domination and Socio-economic Control

Another pressure bearing on cultural retention thassocio-economic situation within the
emigrant communitiesAs stated earlier, Mannion argues that it was ifferdnce in the
rural economies and the economic drivers that gednany of the differences in the
settlement patterns in the Avalon, Miramichi andeRerough study are&% This idea is
reinforced in Prince Edward Island by the work ¢&€dy, MacDonald and Clark. But the

economic drivers were compounded by factors sutieaBrotestant Ascendancy, the Penal
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Laws, and social injustice. The Southeastern fasmers and agricultural artisans were not
part of the elites in Great Britain or in the Newold study areas. The elites had political
and economic power over the economies of the AyaRsimce Edward Island and the

Miramichi. Initially, these economies were relativeimple, based primarily on one or two

resources.

Grant McCall states that this reliance is typmfaklands where the resources of the
sea around the island are usually very import&hiNewfoundland is a quintessential
example of an island relying on cod fish (and tmach lesser extent on seals) for its
economic foundation. The Westcountrymen in England the St. John’s merchants
controlled the economy of the Avalon by establighime truck system. Southeastern Irish
fishers in the outports would sell their fish irtfall to St. John’s merchants or their agents
and buy their supplies and provisions on creditliernext year from the same merchants.
This created a vertical economic relationship thas usually a breakeven result for the
fishers, and the merchants secured the greatee shane profits. This vertical economic
structure was found in all the study areas. In Mdemtland it was termed the truck trade
system between fishers, and the fishing merchdarts. Miramichi Irish had a similar
relationship with the timber barons and on Princw&d Island tenant farmers and
squatters were dominated by large scale proprietargeach case, primary producers
worked for home consumption and exported the sarfduextra income.

On Prince Edward Island the resident proprietatssentee landlords and their
agents were the elite in control of nearly eveefaof island economic and political life.
They owned the land and maintained control of émants’ lives through a credit system.

Many of the proprietors remained in Britain, somi@vbom were oppressive and unethical
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in the way they treated their tenants in Prince &uwsland*

Matthew G. Hatvany has reassessed two hundred yddPrince Edward Island
history and historiography. He suggests that trepnetary burden of leases and rents
placed on the tenant families varied markedly ddpenon the background of the family,
where they lived, how long they had occupied tenfand the general economic climate of
the times:"* According to the census of 1841 more than 75 #ldhe tenants had “leases
in perpetuity” of 999 years or more in durationn{Pabout 17 % had leases of duration 100
years or less.) The majority of tenants paid aoébtpounds per annum for a hundred acre
farm which equaled the value of one steer or nmolk.cAn Irish observer said this rate was
“a rent inconceivably small” compared to Irelandendrsome rates for rent were even one
hundred times greata? On many estates the leases were graduated beirgy lwothing in
the early years and gradually increasing to theafulount in three to seven yedf3At the
time of the 1841 census, small freeholders as apgi@med one third of the occupiers of
the land>®* These factors illustrate a fundamental differermcenf the Ireland economy
where labour was cheap and land was expensiveaninast, in the British North America
labour was expensive but land was cheap. This isayhalp explain the lack of retention of
Irish culture in the New World.

Despite the low rent and long leases, as Rustg&itnn explains, another major
problem with this lease hold tenant system wasttreat of eviction. This was true not only
on Prince Edward Island but also in other jurigdits, including Ireland. After missing a
few weeks rent a farmer could be evicted by theltad. Eviction could also occur at the
end of short to mid-term leases where in spite@bd 20 years of improvements by the

tenant farmer he would lose his productive farnthi proprietor. Eviction became more
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common as immigration increased after the Napoed/ars>*

In the late 1820s and 1830s there were numerawsoadc crises and crop failures
on Prince Edward Island, precipitating a dramaticreéase in the rental arrears of many
tenant farmers. At the same time many impoverishedigrants from the Highlands of
Scotland and southern Ireland, without significeegpital, arrived in Prince Edward Island
to establish farms. This was also the period that the rise of the Escheat movement and
Hatvany states that there was a general unwillisghe pay rent on the part of those who
felt that a general escheat was immim@hSome proprietors’ land had been escheated in
1818 by Lieutenant-Governor Smith and this of ceuased expectations for a general
escheat®’ Tenants hoped the government would redistribubhested land to them as
freehold. Hatvany concludes the real burden optioprietary system was not the rent and
lease aspects but “more likely, it was the conadppaying rent in a continent where
freehold tenure was perceived as the norm thatodemsis to tenants at that time — and to
historians ever sincel®®

Rusty Bittermann has studied agrarian protesturalltransfer and the Irish and
Highland immigrants’ Escheat movement on Prince &dwsland’® The major problem
he suggests is the “Land Question” whereby in tite 1830s land was still highly
concentrated in the hands of a few proprietbtéle contrasts the largely non-violent
colonial reform and the Escheat movement to thdemt® of Whiteboyism and
assassination in Ireland: He does connect the two. Bittermann’s argumerhas well
before the Escheat movement, socio-political coonkt on the Island had shaped the
expression of agrarian reform:

agrarian traditions from Southeastern Ireland giorewith a
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long-standing history of virulent peasant unrestravmost

likely to have shaped the ideas concerning ruralgst that

were brought to the colony by the Irish immigrametsident in

the countryside at the time of the Escheat movertént
The ethnic diversity of the Island settlers maddlifficult to organize the Escheat
movement. However the challenges of doing thisltegun Island-made traditions and
Island-born precedents. Local history and commuegtjon could be cohesive whereas the
Old World traditions were divisive? Irish and Highland tenants in the 1830s came tip wi
modern new innovative solutions of organization eegistance to the existing proprietary

systent'

Robertson argues that it was a hybrid of the seeloyalties of the Scottish
Highlanders and the militancy readiness to resofotce by the Irish>® This is a clear
example of cultural transfer from Ireland and Smod. Yet the process of forming the
Escheat movement helped erode other cultural pesctirought over with the Irish. It is
also significant in that it united many Islander®ia common cause: the process of solving
the Land Question.

Historian Arthur Lower quotes John McGregor, timany young men would leave
Prince Edward Island and travel to the Miramichior‘the express purpose of making
money, had joined the lumbering parties for twothoee years; and, after saving their
earnings, returned (to Prince Edward Island) andhased land>® As with the fishing
industry in Newfoundland, elite Westcountrymen pldya leading role. They established
timber, lumber and shipbuilding industries in Paredward Island and New Brunswick
including the Miramichi. Southeastern Irish andesthish came in large numbers to the

Miramichi for work. The timber barons and othersnfr Britain also established a credit

system with the lumbermen. In the spring, the lumr@n would deliver the wood they had
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cut in the winter, and buy from these same timlsgoibs’ stores their yearly provisions.
Employees of the timber barons were also expeateduy their provisions from the
company store. It is noteworthy that all of thedstareas had economies largely based on a
credit system and primary resources. This applaanly to the two islands but also to the
mainland. For example from 1815 to 1846 Great Brigave the highest timber preferences
to British North America. Monopoly and speculatiwware the dominant features of the ups
and downs in the timber trade. If the economy aa@bBritain was good the timber trade in
British North America thrived. Disturbances in th@me market resulted in problems in the
colonies. The timber, lumber and shipbuilding irtdes in British North America thus had
many booms followed by collapses into depressibhi@Refer Appendix Figure31)

All the economies of the study areas were thugud@gnt upon, and greatly affected
by political trends, circumstances and events datsheir control and influence. The
vertical nature of these primary economies madptatlan and resilience key factors in the
evolution of the societies that depended on theseamies. This changed both the context
for their day-to-day lives and encouraged new i@dahips and strategies within the
communities of the study areas. The economies cit&¥e Europe and the study areas were
caught up in a worldwide transition from mercastili to capitalism. Imperialism and
colonialism were spreading across the globe at#mee time. All this contributed to the
further erosion of cultural traits and patternstthad crossed the Atlantic with the

Southeastern Irish.
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v
Islandness, Isolation and Island Studies Theory

So far the discussion of differences and simiksitbetween the study areas has not
involved islandness. As stated, the hypothesisasfor the Southeastern Irish migrants, the
immigration experience, settlement patterns, soaral ethnic relations, and the elite
controlled economies of single primary industriegiee islands, differed from that of their
compatriots on the mainland precisely becausedbthed on islands with characteristics of
islandness. Many of the characteristics of islat$islanders are based on their insularity
and isolation. Of course it should be conceded tmainlands may have similar
metaphorical patterns or characteristics of isl@sdrwhere insularity and isolation can be
found. For example, isolation may result from maimtranges, major rivers, deserts,
forests, great distances or manmade borders amtlboes. In the case of the Miramichi
River Valley the dense forest caused islolationweler with time the trees were cut down,
land was cleared and isolation decreased. Bestliesviiramichi River itself always
provided an means of travel.

Islands sometimes benefit from insularity butSssphen Royle states, it is usually a
handicap. Continental islands like Newfoundlandp&8reton and Prince Edward Island
were at the periphery and were/are removed frondynamism of the heartland® If they
are small, either absolutely and/or relativelyréhare also the handicaps of competitiveness
and the reduced economies of scale. The stretahatdr around the island essentially
defines this “tyranny of insularity” because withet crossing there are accompanied
penalizing features of time, cost and inconvenieRwg/le suggests, this “makes island life

and the operation of an island economy more expenand difficult than on the
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mainland.®*®

Royle does acknowledge that Prince Edward Island&ularity benefited it
politically, socially and economically compared gonilarly-sized Cape Breton Island,
which lost its separate administration and was &ehéo Nova Scotia in 1820. Cape Breton
had been unable to cope with the flood of Scottismigrants. However, Prince Edward
Island still suffered from insularity, peripherglitisolation, lack of resources, and small
economies of scale and remained one of the popaetst of British North America and later
Canada?®

Another feature of islandness is boundedness. dlevdland and Prince Edward
Island had definite limits to their territory. Thehysical features and landforms of
Newfoundland also created an additional layer sdifarity which isolated settlements from
each other to a much greater degree than the Pedweard Island landscape. The islands
were surrounded by water and/or ice that definesr thoundaries. The Miramichi and
Nashwack river valleys had portages and these gestdroke down the Miramichi’s
boundedness along the tributary rivers that flowadugh it. The trees and the forests
possibly also created a sense of boundedness aut thg rivers themselves broke down
some of this boundedness of the mainland study &aanion describes the development
along the Miramichi as “segmented.” The isolatidnhe outport fishers of Newfoundland
was probably more pronounced than the isolatiadh@farmer on Prince Edward Island or
the isolation of homesteader on the tributarigb@Miramichi River. Over time as the trees
were cut down and the forest cleared, roads weiedmnd isolation was reduced in all the
study areas. This may well help dictate the easiltdral transfer and retention.

Also on islands there is with that sense of bodndss and the sense of limits is a
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sense of limitations on the resources that ardahlaion an island. There is a finite quantity
of resources available on an island. Resourcefsilagd enterprise is needed to survive on
these limited resources. Newfoundlanders left shand shores and took to the seas to gain
the fish, seal and whale oil, and other commoditesell for their livelihood.

The term “roots and routes” encapsulates anotheme of island studie® A
person or a people may develop deep roots in argpbigal area or a strong sense of place.
Geography does matter and the Southeastern Iniirdg had a strong sense of place with
respect to Ireland as well as a strong sense ofreority, and no doubt leaving was
traumatic. However, Mannion suggests nothing expeed on the European side of the
Atlantic Ocean, or the migration across, approathedlisruption of the experience on the
North American side. Most immigrants were by thewes® or in a nuclear family and in
many cases they wanted to establish farms. It wialiel many years before they developed
a strong sense of community. In part this was beedue wilderness had to be conquered
first. As stated, farming was a limited option letAvalon, Prince Edward Island was
relatively small, and the fertile intervale alomg tMiramichi River and its tributaries were
also limited. Gradually, painfully, the new emigrsdid put down roots in their new homes
and farms, although many moved on instead. For pkarthe sea provided an “escape”
route for the Newfoundlanders known as “two boat&fsIn other words, those who settled
on the Avalon, sojourned, and then left the islaholwever, so many stayed on the island
that Newfoundland has been called Ireland’s fifimince > The Gulf of St Lawrence and
Northumberland Strait both provided Prince Edwatdriders with escape routes and this
also applied to the people of the Miramréfieven as the water allowed them access routes

to the shores of islands and mainlands. Many Sastken Irish came to Prince Edward
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Island across Northumberland Strait from Nova $catid New Brunswick. In contrast to
the Miramichi Irish, however, the Northumberlanda8tdefined the boundary of Prince
Edward Island and this was part of the imagingtiewer of being an island. As MacDonald
writes:

Nowhere but on an island is there a more elemeetae of

boundaries, of “here” and *“there,” of “us” and “thé

Despite the narrowness of the Northumberland Stthé

boundaries were very real, especially in the icekpd heart

of winter. Being an “islander” was the single gesatfactor

in being an “Islander>®®

What are the implications for cultural transfed @ssimilation? The descendents of

the Southeastern Irish of the Miramichi had a greense of place but the lack of
boundedness and colonial/provincial jurisdictionlqably eroded more quickly their sense
of independence and Irishness within New Brunswaict Canada when compared to the
islands of Newfoundland and Prince Edward Islanthy\Woes isolation slow the loss of
cultural identity. Toner claims the Catholics iniBrunswick retained their Irishness to a
greater degree than the Irish Protestants. TheoGathish were the most ethnocentric
group in New Brunswick based on how they seleckesdr tspouse. Certainly, the Irish
Catholics picked their spouses within their owmetineligious group more than any other
group>?® The Protestant Irish more readily intermarriechvitie Scots and English with a
resulting dilution of cultural isolation. Howevegtewart Donovan highlights Toner’s
recent research, which finds the Irish languagedsepoken by more Irish Protestants, than
the Irish Catholics, well into the twentieth cemte?’ So the question of cultural isolation

according to religious faith, with its implicatiofar cultural persistence as a consequence is

still not clear. Language in itself can act to &ela community and its culture. We only
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have to look as far away as Cape Breton to sedamdi where isolation helped preserve the
Gaelic language and culture well into the twentieghtury. Why was the pace of change
from Gaelic to English slowed by the isolation efrig on an island?
Land held strong symbolic meaning to the Irishmiars. One hundred years after
settlement, writes Toner:
In 1941, the Irish farmers of New Brunswick, conmgzhwith
the English and Scots in all three Maritime Proesydad the
largest, least valuable, least profitable, mostupmys and
most independent farms of all. The Irish love & Hoil was
as enduring as their numerical strength was flgetffi
Resilience and resourcefulness are charactergties given to describe islanders.
However, this was also true of the people of theallichi who suffered a devastating forest
fire in 1825. The Great Miramichi Fire burned 0%¥000 square miles of excellent pine
forest with much loss of lifé?° This is relevant because it demonstrates isolated
non-islanders can also be resilient in the facaigdster. There is no reason to think, then,
that islandness made a difference in this particattiibute and was not so much a factor
involving the Southeastern Irish in the study areas
As Grant McCall notes, islands universally deahvmigration and thus migration is
also associated with islandnéd$Migration is a feature of the history of everyaistl.
Margaret Doyle has briefly documented the econastreggle, the desire to avoid being
second class citizens and the resulting outmignasivared by both Ireland and Prince
Edward Island® She further notes that they also share “a comneoitalge of ethnicity,

culture and to a certain extent religion. Both nsls also share a history of British

colonialism and as a result also share a numbersighificant and political
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characteristics>*? The same might be said of the Irish in the Miramémd Newfoundland.
Each of these areas was selected by definitionddistory of migration, so as such, this is
not really a definition of an “island factor.”

However migration within and between study areas @aiso characteristic of the
islands and the mainland. Thousands of permandihersecame directly from southern
Ireland to Halifax, Pictou, Saint John, MiramiclmdaCharlottetown, particularly between
1810 and 1835. In addition there was internal ntigmawithin British North America.
There were also thousands of transients who cameetlyi from southern Ireland who
passed through the Maritimes regidrand migrated onwards to the Canadas or the United
States. Statistics were kept of immigrants arrivingship but none were kept as the
immigrants crossed the border into Maine or Canidsat. After 1845 very few new
immigrants including those from Southeastern Irélaettled in the subject areas. In rural
Newfoundland all the good outport harbours wereuped and in Prince Edward Island
and New Brunswick, all the good farmland was ocedpiNatural population increase
out-stripped the local economy’s ability to suppartrising population, outmigration
became a common feature of these rural economiéstbnislands and the mainland.

Mannion did not consider islandness in his resebut this thesis has attempted to
synthesize information to do this and, in the psscénclude Prince Edward Island in the
discussion initiated by Mannion. To use the Mirdmias a “control” to perform a
nissological experiment with the hypothesis hasnbaefruitful exercise. Most of the
evidence presented in this thesis indicates tHahds are special places with unique
characteristics of islandness. Certainly, Newfoandland Prince Edward Island shared

many characteristics as described by numerous @uthbere were two relevant levels of
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isolation operating here, isolation from the mandand the isolation of one community
from the next. But the degree to which “islandnesfcted cultural transfer and retention
is uncertain. These islands also shared many diesistics with the Miramichi River valley
mainland in the time period considered here. Ot@racteristics do not seem to have
affected cultural retention, but the case can Instrocted for “boundedness” and “isolation
and insularity.” While isolation and insularity veeprominent characteristics of all three
study areas including the Miramichi (especiallylean its settlement history when the
virgin forest was nearly untouched), it might bgueed that the boundedness of islands and
the degree of their isolation, hence insularitysvedifferent. There were many unique
aspects of islands in the North Atlantic Ocearanids created isolation and a sense of
islandness. Indeed Newfoundland’'s and Prince Edwslahd’s islandness may have
played into their resistance to Confederation & 1B860s. Initially, the Islanders strongly
resisted confederation with Canada. Prince Edwaland joined in 1873 mainly for
financial reasons, while Newfoundland decisivelsisged union in 1869.

One of the stipulations the Prince Edward Islasdexd written into the terms of
Confederation was that there would be a continuousnail
service/communication/transportation link betweée Prince Edward Island and the
mainland. This was a direct reflection of the Islansense of isolation, especially in the
winter when the link to the mainland translated ictossing between Cape Traverse, Prince
Edward Island and Cape Tormentine, New Brunswick giceboat. Even so the isolation
of the Island was nearly complete in the winter then

One might argue, then, that a combination of thteass and historical circumstances

gave both islanders of Prince Edward Island andfblemdland the “gift of jurisdiction®®*
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They were both colonies and then provinces and digtinctiveness was thereby enhanced.
By contrast, the Miramichi, while still retainingmme distinctiveness, was a small part of
New Brunswick, which had became a province of tlwenidion of Canada in 1867. This
jurisdictional power which the Southeastern Iriblared with other islanders, was partly a
function of isolation, and it was this degree ablagion, one of the characteristics of
islandness, that might be seen as a contributictgrfan the degree of cultural retention in
the subject areas. It justifies Prince Edward Brposition on Mannion’s modified
continuum of cultural transfer and retention: C&ere — St. John’s — Prince Edward
Island — Miramichi — Peterborough. Newfoundlandible isolation - of the island from
other places, and of communities within the rugggdnd - was almost an “order of
magnitude” greater in degree of isolation than ¢&iBdward Island or the Miramachi. Yet
Prince Edward Island’s communities of Southeadltésh, isolated from the mainland but
not from their neighbours within the island, stilatured a level of insularity that
distinguished them from their New Brunswick neigaiso If only in terms of degree, then,
islandness evidently does matter when it comesulinral transfer and retention. It is a

conclusion that most islanders would probably weleo

NOTES

! lan Ross Robertson, “Highlanders, Irishmen and_tvel Question in
Nineteenth-century Prince Edward Island.Gaomparative Aspects of Scottish and Irish
Economic and Social History 1600-19@@ls. L.M. Cullen and T.C. Smout (Edinburgh:



153

John Donald Publishers, 1977), 236.

2 John J. Manniorirish Settlements in Eastern Canada: A Study ofuCail
Transfer and AdaptatiorfToronto: University of Toronto Press, 1974), 13.

3Patrick Nunn, Professor of Oceanic Geoscience, Brepat of Geography from
the University of the South Pacific. He was a wuigjtprofessor in 2006 at the University of
Prince Edward Island. (See Patrick NuhBEnvironmental Catastrophe in Pacific Islands
around A.D. 1300,Geoarchaeology: An International Journth, no.7, (2002), 715-740;
and Nunn’s “Nature-society interactions in the Radslands,”Geografiska Annalei85B,
no.4, (2003) 219-229,. See also, “Through a migherocean: human understanding of
island environments,Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale geografmirnal of
Economic and Social Geography, TESG®|. 95, No.3, 2004, 311-325.

*‘Grant A. Curtis, “The effects of climate changetloelong distance voyaging of the
Norse in the North Atlantic Ocean and the Polynesia the South Pacific Ocean.”
(Unpublished essay, University of Prince Edwardrd|, Charlottetown, 2006).

> Mannion,Irish, 13.

® Farley MowatThe New-Founde-Lan@Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1989), 1.

" Edward MacDonald has suggested about this sertssuofiedness that “there
was, in fact, an imaginative power in being anndlaNowhere but on an island is there a
more elemental sense on boundaries, of ‘here’thede’ of ‘us’ and ‘them.” taken from G.
Edward MacDonaldif You're Stronghearted: Prince Edward Island lretTwentieth
Century(Charlottetown: Prince Edward Island Museum andtiige Foundation, 2000),
31. Godfrey Baldachino has indicated that the wiosdlarity tends to have a negative
connotation, bringing with it associations withleg@n, separation and backwardness.
Godfrey Baldacchino, “The Coming of Age of Island@es,”TESG 95, no.3, (2004):
272. This is unfortunate as it takes away frompirezise and accurate use of the word
insularity as used, for example, in one signifiaatand studies text by Stephen Roye,
Geography of Islands: Small Island Insularifiew York: Routledge, 2001), 1.

® Baldacchino, “The Coming,” 272.
°® David Weale, “IslandnessThe Island Journa8 (1991): 81.

2Verner Smitheram, David Milne and Satadal Dasguptegduction,The Garden
Transformed: Prince Edward Island, 1945-1980harlottetown: Ragweed Press, 1982), 7.

' Graeme WynnTimber Colony: A Historical Geography of Early Nieenth
Century New Brunswigl oronto: University of Toronto Press, 1981), 1.

2 Mannion,Irish,13.



154

BMannion,Irish, 13.
¥ Mannion,Irish, 13.
5 Mannion,Irish, 14.

*Brendan O’GradyExiles and Islanders: The Irish Settlers of Priftbvard
Island. (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s UniversRyess, 2004), 4. O’Grady does
not include the southern County Cork in his soa@a of southeastern emigrants.

" Donald Harmon AkensoiThe Irish Diaspora: A PrimefToronto: P.D. Meany
Publishers, The Institute of Island Studies. The&ys University of Belfast, 1993), 39

8 Andrew Hill Clark, Three Centuries and the Island: A Historical Gequra of
Settlement and Agriculture in Prince Edward Isla@anada(Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 1959), 83. and Gerald Handrahash“8ettlements in Tignish and
Vicinity,” The Abegweit Review: New Ireland in the Gulf oL&wrence-Third Volume,
no.1 (Spring, 1988): 109. For example, they migtatéo the area west of Rustico and also
into the Tignish area.

*AkensenPrimer, 35.

2 Philip A Buckner and John G. Reitihe Atlantic Region to Confederation: A
History (Toronto: University of Toronto Press and FredenctAcadiensis Press, 1994).
Margaret R. Conrad and James K. Hilliatlantic Canada: A Region in the Making. {The
lllustrated History of Canada)(Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2001). E.R.#&s and
D.A. Muise, The Atlantic Provinces in Confederation. (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press and Fredericton: Acadiensis Pre€3)IFhese three sources provide
information on all three study areas.

#John J. Mannion’s provides essential comparatif@nimation about
Newfoundland and the Miramichi, and the researctehased in the current case study is
in his booklrish Settlements in Eastern Canada: A Study ofuCal Transfer and
Adaptation(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1974). Sary O’Grady’s book on the
Irish in Prince Edward Island entitl&kiles and Islanders: The Irish Settlers of Prince
Edward IslandMontreal and Kingston: McGill-Queens UniversityeBs, 200fprovides
detailed, significant information. Andrew Clarki$iree Centuries and the Island: A
Historical Geography of Settlement and Agriculturérince Edward Island, Canada.
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1958(licates the importance of agriculture on the
island and the pattern of settlement of differehhi groups.

22 Graeme WynnTimber Colony: A Historical Geography of Early Nieenth
Century New Brunswicil oronto: University of Toronto Press, 1981). Tteference
provided valuable background material. A classkt &dout New Brunswick by W.S.
MacNuttNew Brunswick, A History: 1784-18§Voronto: Macmillan, 1963) was also a



155

valuable source.

#Willis David Hamilton,Old North Esk RevisedFredericton, New Brunswick:
The Micmac-Maliseet Institute, University of NewuBiswick, 1988 ), 24. Perhaps the best
and most recently published material on a smalkpan the Miramichi is that written by
Willis David Hamilton,Old North Esk on the Miramichi, Northumberland CoyriNew
Brunswick, Canad#Saint John, New Brunswick: Miramichi Books, 2004)

2 William M. Baker, “ ‘God’s Unfortunate People’: storiography of Irish
Catholics in Nineteenth- Century Canada.” and SeamMetress and William M. Baker,
“A Bibliography of the History of the Irish in Cada” inThe Untold StoryO’Driscoll and
Reynolds, eds. (Historiography vol. 1, 59 and Bigtaphy vol. 2, 977).

% Baker, “God’s"The Untold Story60. The only pre-1970 book that was
comprehensive was Nicholas Flood Davilitge Irishman in Canadahich was published
in 1877. There were a number of other referenceatdhe Irish in Canada, lesser numbers
about the Catholic Irish experience but there willsassignificant body of literature.

% Baker, “God’s”, The Untold Story61. “1. Were Irish Catholics in Canada poor,
unskilled, wage workers in urban centres? 2. Wesh Catholics a peculiarly violent and
troublesome group which created great discord me@en society? 3. Were Irish Catholics
absorbed into the mainstream of Canadian life theoeasing to form a distinct
ethno-religious group, and if so, when and howtlid occur?” Baker suggests the
pre-1970 literature would answer in the affirmatalethese questions.

*’ Baker, “God’s” inThe Untold Story62.

* Baker, “God’s” inThe Untold Story63.
2 Baker, “God’s” inThe Untold Story§3.

® Angus A. .MacKenzieThe Irish in Cape Bretor{\WWreck Cove, Cape Breton
Island: Breton Books, 1999

31 Peter Edward Pope, “Comparisons: Atlantic Canaidad’ Companion to
Colonial AmericaMalden, Mass.: Blackwell, 2003), 489.

%2 Peter Pope, “Comparisons,” 489.

% Peter Popdfish into Wine: The Newfoundland Plantation in Seventeenth
Century(Chapel Hill, North Carolina: University of Northa@lina Press), preface vii. The
English Shore is described as the eastern codstwfoundland from Trepassey in the
south to Bonavista in the north, 440. [(Refer tgpApdix Figure 2). Pop&ish, Map 5, 49].
Over the centuries the Irish were concentrated M&y's Bay, Placentia Bay and St



156

John’s. [(Refer to Appendix Figure 3). Mannidnsh. Figure 1] [(Refer to Appendix
Figure 4) Mannionlrish, The Cape Shore 1836, 22], and [(Refer to AppeFRdjure 5)
Mannion,Irish, Figure 2, St. John’s 1836, 23.]

% Pope Fish, preface vii.

% Sean T. CadigatNewfoundland and Labrador: A Histo(yoronto: University of
Toronto Press, 2009).

*David DawesRiots and Religion in Newfoundland; The Clash Betwe
Protestants and Catholics in the early settleméMewvfoundland(St. John’s: Flanker
Press, 2011).

¥ Scott W. SeeRiots in New Brunswick: Orange Nativism and So¥ialence in
the 1840s(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1993), 10.

¥ Brendan O’'GradyExiles,230.0’Grady agrees with MacDonald that: “The
central issue was a passionate one, the Land Qnes221. He further supports Robertson
view that the events should not be seen as a cohfised on nationality or religion, 218.

% John J. Mannion, “Introduction,” iihe Peopling of Newfoundland: Essays in
Historical Geographyedited by Mannion (Toronto: University of TororReess, 1977), 6.

*© Gordon Handcock, “English Migration to Newfound#&im Peopling Mannion,
ed., 26.

“Thomas P. Power, ed’he Irish in Atlantic Canada 1780-190Bredericton, New
Brunswick: New Ireland Press, 1991).

*2 John J. Mannion, “Old World Antecedents, New Wakithptations: Inistioge
(Co. Kilkenny) Immigrants in Newfoundland,” 30-98, The Irish in Atlantic Canada
1790-190Cd. Thomas P, Power gdredericton, New Brunswick: New Ireland Press,
1991).

*3 Cyril J. Byrne and Margaret HarrJalamh An Eisc: Canadian and Irish Essays.
* George Casey, “Irish Culture in NewfoundlandTialamh Cyril and Harry, eds.,
206.

*> Robertson, “Highlanders, Irishmen,” 236.

% J. M. Bumsted, “The Only Island There Is’: Theitvg of Prince Edward Island
History,” in The Garden Transformed: Prince Edward Island 19880,.Verner
Smitheram, David Milne and Satadal Dasgupta é€cisaflottetown: Ragweed Press,
1982): 11. As with Pope’s list of intersecting aaxts in Atlantic Canada history in Atlantic
Canada history only three of Bumsted’s list willdmnsidered by excluding consideration



157

of the novel by Lucy Maud Montgomery.

“"Bumsted The Gardenll. Bumsted goes on to suggest and criticizevtitang of
Island history which has been “desperately insuliar to the Island’s “smallness and
isolation.” Island historiography has lacked makomgnparisons with other islands
including Newfoundland. He feels the time beingtien about and described is as critical
as the time of writing. Bumsted might be seen #satng a tradition studied in nissology
which associates islands in terms using negativegagory terms such as “small,”
“insular,” and “isolated.” He further notes the nkan the 1950’s of Andrew Hill Clark’s
who used Prince Edward Island as an isolated @grral laboratory as a means to cut off
external influences. Other scientists continues®islands as science labs, for example, the
study of invasive species. A recent example gubte®edro Quion a biologist at the
University of Prince Edward Island who studies siva green crabs on Prince Edward
Island. “The entire Island is our lab” he statedamuary of 2011. “PEl is the ideal location
to study the spread of invasive species like gogahs.” he told the Office of Research
Development at UPEI. accessed 26/01/2011,
<http://research.upei.ca/blogs/2011/01/24/entil@nd-our-lab>.

8 J.M. BumstedA History of the Canadian Peopf€oronto: Oxford University
Press, 2003), xiv. He explains that “Many grougsa@mmonly left outside such a master
narrative: workers, racial and cultural minoritie@men, inhabitants of alienated regions
(e.g., Quebec for much of the twentieth centuryeiQhe past thirty years, Canadian
historians have concentrated on recovering theegodt these groups. But if those voices
were all we heard, telling their own stories initlmvn tongues, the resulting cacophony
would be unintelligible; and to establish chrongl@gnd meaningful periodization, we need
a common reference points. Hence a master narmaftiseme kind is essential.”

* Robert O'Driscoll and Lorna Reynolds, edghe Untold Story: The Irish in
Canada. Volume | and I{Toronto: Celtic Arts of Canada, 1988).

*® Brendan O’Grady, “A ‘New Ireland’ Lost: The Irigfresence in Prince Edward
Island.” inThe Untold StoryO’Driscoll and Reynolds, eds., 208.M. Toner, “Another
‘New Ireland’ Lost: The Irish of New Brunswick,” iihe Untold StoryQ’Driscoll and
Reynolds, eds., 231.

*1 P.M. TonerNew Ireland Remembered: Historical Essays on tisé in New
Brunswick(Fredericton, New Brunswick: New Ireland Pres89)9G. Edward
MacDonald,New Ireland: The Irish on Prince Edward Islaf@harlottetown, Prince
Edward Island: Prince Edward Island Museum & Heggt&oundation, 1990).

2 Wendell Maclintyre, ed. and Brendan O’Grady gudstiéhe Abegweit Review:
New Ireland in the Gulf of St. Lawrendgrst Volume 4 (Spring 1983); Second Volume 5
(Winter 1985); Third Volume 6 (Spring 1988).

3 Brendan O’Grady “Beginnings” imhe Abegweit Revie{@pring 1983): 8.



158

O’Grady quotes Bolger as making a key observatiathe Whole Island was disposed of
on this fateful July day [1767] and handed oveudbtical favourites of the Crown, most of
whom remained absent from the Island and madeao$écond Ireland.” This quote
suggests that the proprietors and the leasehottisgstem recreated on Prince Edward
Island much of the oppression, sectarianism anenpypof Ireland.

*William A. Spray, “Reception of the Irish in New @Brswick,” 10, and “The Irish
in the Miramichi.” 56 .in P.M. Toner, edNew Ireland Remembered. these essays there
are references to Southeastern Irish from Corkel onthis book also has two essays
including an “Introduction,” 1 and “The Irish of MeBrunswick at Mid- Century: The 1851
Census,” 106. This essay summarizes statisticatrrdgtion about the Irish experience in
the first half of the nineteenth century in New Bswick.

SP_M. Toner, “Another ‘New Ireland’ Lost: The Irishh New Brunswick” inThe
Untold Story,O’Driscoll and Reynolds, eds., 232. The citysSafint John had the highest
concentration of Irish Catholics.

* Peter McGuiganThe Irish (Peoples of the Maritimegialifax: Nimbus , 1997).

> Terence M. Punch, “ ‘Gentle as the Snow on a Rpaffhe Irish in Nova Scotia
to 1830” inThe Untold StoryQ’Driscoll and Reynolds, eds., 215.

*® Toner, “The 1851 Census”,128.
% Buckner, The Atlantic Region to Confederation,

% Martin W SandlerAtlantic Ocean: The lllustrated History Of The Oneghat
Changed The WorldNew York: Sterling Publishing, 2008) viii.

® Francis W. P. Bolger, edCanada’s Smallest Province: A History of Prince
Edward Island (Charlottetown: The Prince Edward Island 1973t€emial Commission,
1973).Articles by J.H. Maloney, Nicolas de JongyuBlas B. Boylan and Bolger himself
chronicle the early European settlement years beifs42. Some of Bolger’s work has been
updated by Jack Bumsted. de Jong’s research dkctiian deportations has been updated
by Earle Lockerby.

52 MacNutt,New Brunswick75.

% Basil Greenhill and Ann GiffardVestcountrymen in Prince Edward’s Isle
(Halifax: Formac Publishing, 2003): 3. Marven Mostates in the forward that this book
“remains one of the most significant books in tistdriography of Prince Edward Island
and of Atlantic Canada generally.” However, for thest part it follows the work and
business successes of a few wealthy powerful meafifist edition of this book was written
in 1967 and its pre-1970s themes are reinforceddrthird edition of 2003.



159

® Marven Moore, “Forward,” in GreenhilVestcountrymen4.

% John J. Mannion, ed?eopling.This book has articles describing the spread of
settlement across the Avalon Peninsula and otleéioas of Newfoundland. Handcock,
“English Migration” inPeopling,ed. Mannion, 15-45. This essay contains information
allowing comparisons between the Irish and the iEhdhe two primary ethnic groups on
Newfoundland. C. Grant HeaHjghteenth Century Newfoundland: A Geographer’s
PerspectivgToronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1976), 82-99.sTihwok sets the stage for
the great influx of Irish and English migrants Ive thineteenth century. John Davenport
RogersA Historical Geography of the British Colonies &olPart4, Newfoundland
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1931): 137. Thaok contains the famous quote that the
British had considered Newfoundland as nothing‘aut great English ship moored near
the banks during the fishing—season for the comrer@ of the English fisherman.” This
suggests the British “hands off” approach to theegoance of Newfoundland. They did not
want to do anything that would harm the financiacess of the fishery. Newfoundland has
been described as England’s oldest colony budinhdi become an official colony until
1824.

% Clark, Three CenturiesOne reason this book was groundbreaking wastthat
looked at Prince Edward Island as a “laboratorydruprhich experiments in agriculture and
other human activities could be examined. In n@gpkhis perception of islands as
laboratories was made famous by Charles Darwirtlamévolution of the avifauna
(birdlife) of the Galapagos Islands. In terms & thsh in Prince Edward Island Clark’s
book examines the changes in social patterns,ethakeup, farming techniques and other
agriculture aspects over a three century period.

®" Harry Baglole has edited a book on how to stueyHistoriography and history in
Prince Edward Island calldgkploring Island History: A Guide to the HistoricResources
Of Prince Edward Island(Belfast, Prince Edward Island: Ragweed Presg/t49.The
Island MagazindCharlottetown: Prince Edward Island Museum Hggt&oundation) and
alsoThe Abegwiet Reviewvhich is published twice a year by the Univer€ifyPrince
Edward Island are well written popular sourcesrésearching and documenting historical
information about Prince Edward Island. The pegresged journalAcadiensigrovides
scholarly papers for information not only abouniee Edward Island but also for the whole
of Atlantic Canada. Also in the Robertson Libraaithe University of Prince Edward is an
on-line repository of information callddlandArchives.ca

% Wynn, Timber Colony 1.

% Baldacchino, “The Coming of AgeTESG,273.

* David Weale suggests that by looking at minoriéied comparing and contrasting
them with larger ethnic groups a better understagndf the immigration experience can be

made. Two examples of books about “micro” minositieclude, David WealeA Stream
Out of Lebanon: An Introduction to the Coming ofi@yLebanese Emigrants to Prince



160

Edward Island Charlottetown: Institute of Island Studies, 198Bjn Hornby Black
Islanders: Prince Edward Island’s Historical BlaGlommunityCharlottetown: Institute of
Island Studies, 1991).

" Margaret Mary Ness Doyle, “An Island Solution tolaland Problem?: A Study
of Women’s Rights on Prince Edward Ireland 18418198aster of Arts Thesis (Island
Studies), University of Prince Edward Island, Cbottetown, 2010, 155.

2 Doyle, “An Island Solution,” 28

Akenson,Primer, 35.

" John Feehan, “The Heritage of the Rocks Nature in Irelanded John Wilson
Foster (Dublin: The Lilliput Press, 1997), 18.

* Feehan, “The Heritage,” 3.

® Robert Fensome and Graham L. Williams, editatentic Geoscience Society.
The Last Billion Years: A Geological History of tiaritime ProvincegHalifax: Nimbus,
2001), 125.

" Robert L. Heller et. alEarth Science: Challenges to Scieili€eronto:
McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1976), 229.

8 Feehan, “The Heritage,” 6.
" Feehan, “The Heritage,” 10.

% Feehan, “The Heritage,” 14-15.0n the harsh fromedta lived bear, hyena, wild
cat, Arctic fox, mammoth, reindeer and lemmingsti#Aeswarmer weather returned cold
—tolerant trees such as willows, birch and junipere replaced by plant species less
tolerant of cold including oak, elm and ash. Thesered the lowlands with its undulating
moraines, eskers and other rocky debris deposit¢lderetreating glaciers. The ecology of
the forest varied with the soil topography, physapdy and climate. Rich post-glacial
grasslands had giant deer, reindeer, elk, beatsggidemmings, foxes and hares.

8 Feehan, “The Heritage,” 4.

8 Feehan, “The Heritage,” 18.

% Feehan, “The Heritage,” 17.

8 Maire and Conor Cruise O’Brierireland: A Concise HistoryNew York:
Thames and Hudson, 1995), 7.

8 O’Brien and O'BrienConcise History?7.



161

8 O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History8.
8 O'Brien and O’BrienConcise History15.

8 O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History11.

8 O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History15.

% O'Brien and O'BrienConcise History15-16. For example their gods moved with
them and settled where they did. They can be ifiediiby location, tribe and name in Irish
and Welsh literature and corresponding gods anedan other European tribal traditions.
Other examples include going naked into battlefis@ag and divining, their liking for
allusive and hyperbolic speech and their fondnessthe triad are all described in classical
text. Each of these characteristics can be fourallpked in Irish texts.

% O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History17.
%2 O'Brien and O’BrienConcise History17.
% O'Brien and O’BrienConcise History17.
% O'Brien and O’BrienConcise History18.
% O'Brien and O’BrienConcise History18.
% O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History23.
" O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History19.
% O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History19.

% O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History33

199 O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History22.
11 Desmond McGuireHistory of Ireland(London: Bison Books 1987), 28.
192 0’Brien and O’BrienConcise History47.
193 O'Brien, and O’BrienConcise History47.

14 Smith, “ Late Medieval’ 548. Smith states “The prestige and economic
leadership of Bristol in this Irish Sea world washybnstrated by the deliberate imitation of
its privileges by Irish towns throughout the Middiges.”



162

105 Smith, “Late Medieval,” 549.

106 Smith, “Late Medieval,” 552.

197 Smith, “Late Medieval,” 554. quote from James Lyd¢The City of Waterford
in the Later Middle Ages,” ilbecies no. 12 (1979): 5-15 quote at 13.

108 Smith, “Late Medieval,” 562.

199Q’Brien and O’BrienConcise History50.

1100’Brien and O’BrienConcise History56. Her generals fought four wars in
Ireland, that last two against additional contiaéfdrces of enemies of England. Amongst
the English forces was Sir Walter Raleigh who p&xhthe first of England’s colonies in
mainland North America.

1 O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History61.
20’Brien and O’BrienConcise History63.
3 0O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History66.

14 O’Brien and O’BrienConcise History68. To simplify a complex settlement
those who could prove they were not rebels werergpoor and rocky land expropriated
from rebels west of the Shannon River. Rebelsthast land outright. Protestant settlers
were given the good land east of the Shannon.

> O'Brien and O’Brien Concise History69.

18T, Jones Hughes, “Society and Settlement in NergteCentury Ireland.ltish
Geography5 (1965): 86.

117QO’Brien and O’Brien Concise History69.
1%0'Brien and O’Brien Concise History73.
1190’Brien and O’Brien Concise History76.
120'Brien and O’Brien Concise History77.
121O’Brien and O’Brien Concise History81.

122 Patrick Fitzgerald and Brian Lambkidigration in Irish History, 1607-2007
(Hampshire: Palgrave MacMillan, 2008).129.

123 Fitzgerald,1607-2007 134.



163

24 Hughes“Society,” 76.

% Hughes, “Society,79-80. Geographers and ethnographers find it diffio
study patterns of primitive joint-farms based on, kand material culture prior to the
nineteenth century even on farms of old-establisilege areas. This was because the
landlord system was so pervasive across mostlahble The exception was the farmhouse
because landlords built dwelling houses rarely teefoe Famine.

126Hughes, “Society,” 80.
27Hughes, “Society,” 81.

12 Hughes, “Society,” 82.
129Hughes, “Society,” 83.

¥9Hughes, “Society,” 85.
“tHughes, “Society,” 85.

¥2Hughes, “Society,” 87.
**Hughes, “Society,” 88.

¥ Hughes, “Society,” 89. In the baronf/Kells in Kilkenny and the south-east of
Wexford the proportion was 40%. Some of these drads very long tradition of intensive
tillage. Some of this was related to the durablle@@mce of the Anglo-Norman colonization.
Also arterial canals and road transport establighéae eighteenth century provided access
to river and coastal ports and foreign markets.

1% Hughes, “Society,” 90.
Y Hughes, “Society,” 92.

¥"McGuire,History of Ireland,70. The story of eighteenth century Ireland is the
history of the Penal Laws which were institutediémy Catholic and native Irish many
rights including the right to participate in Iripblitics. They could not vote or sit in
Parliaments at Westminster or in the British Empicuding Prince Edward Island until
1829 and 1830 respectively.

18 Hughes, “Society,” 92.
1%9Hughes, “Society,” 93.

“"Hughes, “Society,” 93. Mid-Cork, Tipperary and Wéded were also areas of



164

Irish speaking traditions.
1“1 Hughes, “Society,” 93.
“2Hughes, “Society,” 94.
“3Hughes, “Society,” 95.
“*Hughes, “Society,” 96.

15Kerby A. Miller, Bruce Boling, David N. Doyle. “Ergrants and Exiles: Irish
Cultures and Irish Emigration to North America, @7B22.” Inlrish Historical Studies
vol. 22, no.86, (September 1980): 107-108.

“¢Fitzgerald,1607-2007 147.
1" Fitzgerald,1607-2007,148.
“® Fitzgerald, 1607-2007 149.
149 Fitzgerald, 1607-2007 159.
10 Fitzgerald,1607-2007 160.
1! Fitzgerald,1607-2007 163.
*2Mannion,Eastern 179.

53 Mannion Eastern,16.

*4 Mannion,Eastern 16.

15 Mannion,Eastern 16.
**Mannion,Eastern 17.

57 John Mannion. “Irish Migration and Settlement iawfoundland: The Formative
Phase 1697-1732.” iNewfoundland Studiekr, 2 , (2001): 261.

158 Mannion, “The Formative Phase”, 261.

*9Farley Mowat,The New-Founde-Lan@Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1989),

%0 Sandy Shepherd edllustrated Guide to Ireland(London: Readers Digest,
1992), 180.



165

%1 O'Grady, EXxiles,50.

182 Cyril Byrne, “The Waterford Colony in Newfoundlad@00-1850.” In William
Nolan and Thomas P. Poweds.Waterford History & Society: Interdisciplinary Eg&aon
the History of an Irish CountyDublin: Geography Publications, 1992. 351.

%3 Byrne, “Waterford,” 351.
*4Byrne, “Waterford,” 351.

83\annion, “Formative Phase,” 257.

*Fitzgerald and Lambkirl,607-2007,138.
%7 Byrne, “Waterford,” 352.

%8 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 261.

19 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 261.

170 Byrne, “Waterford,” 356.

1 Jerry BannisterThe Rule of the Admirals: Law Custom and Navalggoment in
Newfoundland, 1699-1832oronto: University of Toronto Press, 2003), 215.

2 Byrne, “Waterford,” 356.
13Byrne, “Waterford,” 363.

"Byrne, “Waterford,” 369.Bonnycastle considered “the verdue of the earth, th
absence of refutes, the salubrity of the air, &edoeculiar adaptation of the soil to the
growth of potato.”

1™Byrne,“Waterford,” 369. “Winton commented on the “Fridrem Waterford
hold the Irish Bishopric of St.John’s as a barofieflintail...All the leaders of parliament
are Waterfordians, and all the place holders.”

*George S. Tomkins, Theo L. Hills and Thomas R. Weanada: A Regional
Geography(Toronto: Gage Educational, 1970), 45.

""Tomkins,Canada 45.

178 St.John’s Harbour itself is fjord-like inlet frorhd sea with a narrow gap between
cliffs leading into a large bay or harbour. KatherBarber edConcise Canadian Oxford
Dictionary. (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2005), 499.

1" Tomkins,Canada 44



166

¥ Tomkins,Canada 15. Refer to Map 2-5 Physiographic divisions oirtk
America Map2-6a July Sea-level temperatures, Map2-6b Janusayle&vel temperatures,
Map 2-6¢ Air masses affecting North America anddgpstorm paths, Map 2-6d
Distribution of annual precipitation., Map 2-6e i@iteRegions.p13-15.

181 Mannion,Eastern 32.

¥2Tomkins,Canada 46 The Avalon uplands are of very ancient rogksad lower
elevations of 500-1000 feet compared to other gidins.

83\ annion,Eastern 30
184 Mannion,Eastern 31.

% Mannion,Eastern 31.In the Avalon the Irish were confronted bynséal stands
of coniferous trees including spruce, larch anddoor soils and a unfavourable climate
plus centuries of harvesting trees for the fisheafpre the settlers came had created a sparse
forest.

¥Tomkins CanadaMap 2-7 Soil types, Map 2-8 Pleistocene glacigtMap 2-9
original vegetation types, Map 2-10 Land cover 196-

18"Tomkins,Canada 46.

¥ Sean T.Cadigamewfoundland and Labrador: A Histofyoronto: University of
Toronto Press, 2009), 14.

189 CadiganNewfoundland19.
1% CadiganNewfoundland21.

91 James A.Tuck, “Beothuk” in The Encyclopedia Canadi&€d. James H. Marsh,
2" edition, Vol.I, A-Edu,(Edmonton: Hurtig, 1988), 20Cadigan suggests an upper limit
of 1,600. CadiganNewfoundland22.

192Tyck, “Beothuk.” 205.

3 Howard A. Bridgman, “Could Climatic Change Have HadInfluence On The
Polynesian Migrations?” iRaleogeography, Paleoclimatology, Paleoecolayl,193.
Bridgman proposed what he called the Little Clim&jptimum (LCO) was a period of
optimal climate for long distance voyaging for btitle Polynesians in the South Pacific
Ocean and the Norse in the North Atlantic Ocean.

4William Fitzhugh, “Puffins, Ringed Pins and Runests: The Viking Passage to
America.” William Fitzhugh and Elisabeth Ward, edgings: The North Atlantic Saga.



167

(Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 200(p 13.
9 Fitzhugh, “Puffins,” 20.
¥¢ Cadigan Newfoundlang27.
¥’ Cadigan Newfoundlang28.

%8 Bridgman,Climate 193. Most of Bridgman'’s article is focused on the
Polynesians in the South Pacific Ocean. The p#sdtiethe Norse are not central to his
argument.

199 Cadigan Newfoundland29.

200 Cadigan Newfoundland29.

201 Cadigan Newfoundland39.
292 Cadigan Newfoundland31.
23 CadiganNewfoundland33.

20 CadiganNewfoundlang37.
205 CadiganNewfoundlangd45
2% CadiganNewfoundland40.
27 CadiganNewfoundland40.
2% CadiganNewfoundland41.
2 CadiganNewfoundlangd47.
“°Pope Fish, 47.

211 PopeFish, 126.

*2Pope Fish, 54.

*3Pope Fish, 6.

4 PopeFish, 6.

> Pope Fish, 55.

#° Pope Fish, 78.



168

#"Pope,Fish, 440.
#8 CadiganNewfoundland48.
#9Pope,Fish, 439.
?20 CadiganNewfoundlang48

221 PopeFish, 52.As early as 1678, West Countrymen had stronglyeddhbat
settlers could protect the property of the mignafsherman over the winter.

222Pope,Fish, 64.

*2pope Fish, 440.The English Shore after 1565 was used by West @punt
migratory fishing crews and after 1610 was settigglanters and their servants from the
West Country.

224Pope Fish, 442.

2% Pope,Fish, 217.
22°Pope,Fish, 64.
**’Pope,Fish, 67.

228 pope Fish, 68.

22 Pope,Fish, 67.

% CadiganNewfoundlang54.
2% CadiganNewfoundlang55.
#2Pope,Fish, 236.

2% CadiganNewfoundland55.
»%4Cadigan NewfoundlandMap 6, Xiv.
#35Pope,Fish, 318.

#*Cadigan Newfoundland56. Some Mi’kmaq who were allied to the French
migrated from Cape Breton to St. Pierre, the Balygdpoir area of the south shore of
Newfoundland and also the St. Georges Bay on tlst eeast of Newfoundland.



169

#7"Pope,Fish, 318.
28 Mannion, “The Formative Phase,”257.
#9Pope,Fish, 234.

#°Gerald S. Graham, “Fisheries and Sea Powddistorical Essays on the Atlantic
Provincesged. G.A. Rawlyk.. (Toronto: McCelland and Stewéa@y1), 10.

21 Pope,Fish, 236.

*2Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 262.
#3Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 263.
244 Graham, “Power,” 11.

24> CadiganNewfoundland57. Jean Bermony was called L’ Irlandais and oras
of the first Irish planters recorded in NewfoundlaiVlannion, “Formative Phase,” 264.

28 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 270.
27"Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 272.
28 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 264.

29 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 267. South Munst&rsling ports were Cork,
Waterford, Youghal and Kinsale

0 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 272.
%1 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 278.

%2 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 280. “There is no nambf ethnicity, religion or
language in the Placentia memorials, the later sdrag(is) somewhat surprising
considering that almost certainly some of thesghlgervants had little or no English in
1730.” Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 285.

23 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 283.

#4Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 283. Power was byHfarmost prominent surname
in County Waterford. Some migrants were kin but ynaere so recently arrived that no
time had been taken for a second generation ofsattubccur.

#5Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 284.

26 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 286.



170

#7"Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 286.

28 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 287.
%9 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 288.
260 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 289.

%1 Mannion, “Formative Phase,” 257.

262 Graham, “Power,” 11.

23C. Grant HeadEighteenth Century Newfoundland: A Geographegsspective
(Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1976), 145.

**Head Geographer's146.
%5 Head Geographer’'s146.

*¢*Head Geographer's230.
*"Head Geographer's231.
*8Head Geographer's232.
**Head Geographer's231.
*®*Head Geographer's233
*"*Head Geographer's233.
*?Head Geographer's234.
**Head Geographer's234.
*"Head Geographer's234.
**Head Geographer's236.
?’* Head Geographer's231.
?"Head Geographer's231.
**Head Geographer's231.
*®Head Geographer's237.



171

#° Head Geographer's239.

21 Mannion,Eastern 22.
282 Mannion,Eastern 23.
23Mannion,Eastern 22.

24Mannion,Eastern 24.

% Mannion,Eastern 24. The Peterborough-Irish cleared on averagteaéss than
two acres a year. This was twice as much as thamvighi-Irish and three times the rate of
the Avalon-Irish.

28 Mannion,Eastern 27.
27Mannion,Eastern 27.
288 Mannion,Eastern 27.

289 Mannion,Eastern 28.In 1837, roads were improved north to Logy Bay,edut
and Middle Bay so that farmers could bring theodurcts to St. John’s. Two decades later
4,000 Ibs of butter, 1,140 Ibs of fresh salmon &200 pound sterling worth of cod liver oil
were sold by Irish settlers from the study aredamof St. John’s. Similarly a road west to
St. Brides on the Cape Shore was opened in 184éxadded to Branch in St. Mary’s Bay
in 1850. This allowed a greater number of cattlbéanore easily driven to market in St.
John’s.

2°Mannion,Eastern 28.
#1Mannion,Eastern 36.
#2Mannion,Eastern 39.
#%3Man nion,Eastern,39.

24Mannion,Eastern,39.

25Mannion,Eastern 41.
26 Mannion,Eastern 41.
27Mannion,Eastern 42.

2% Einzelhof means “isolated farm”
dictionary.reverso.net/german-english/Einzelhofessed July 29, 2013. Refers to isolated
farms in Bavaria Germany located at North 49 depg8208” and East 11 degrees 40’ 56”



172

accessed July 29, 2013 www.geonames.org/2931646lkof.html. Einzelhof is a German
term for an isolated farmstead. Mannion’s Glossadyish,179.

2% Mannion,Eastern 42.
%%9Mannion,Eastern 42.
%1 Mannion,Eastern 43.
%2Mannion,Eastern 43.
%93 Mannion,Eastern 43.
%4Man nion,Eastern 44.
%95 Mannion,Eastern 46.
% FensomeThe Last,79.
%7 FensomeThe Last103.
%8 FensomeThe Last178.

399 <http://islands.unep.ch/ITA.htm#206> accessed 22@LO Prince Edward
Island’s latitude is 46.40 degrees North, longitigd83.25 degrees West, total area 5783.2
square kilometers, with a shoreline of 1313.1 kitens and is 15 kilometers from the
North America continent.

¥%Tomkins,Canada,15.

1 Tomkins,Canada 45 and CadigamewfoundlandMapl.

¥2Prince Edward Island, Department of Agriculture &odestry, 2013
Agriculture at a Glancé 13AG06-37527. revised April 2013. The Island hastal area of
1. 4 million acres of which there is approximat&84, 000 acres cleared for agricultural
use.

¥3Maloney, “And,” 1.

#4 Nicolas de Jong, “The French Regime 1534-175&anada’s Smallestd.
Bolger, 13.

#°de Jong, “French,” 11.

#%de Jong, “French,” 13.



173

#7Stuart R.J. Sutherland “Treaty of Utrecht"Tihe Canadian Encyclopeded.
James H. Marsh,"2edition, IV, Sta-Z, 2237. (Edmonton: Hurtig, 1988

%8 de Jong, “French,” 17.
%9 de Jong, “French,” 23.
¥0de Jong, “French,” 28.

$1Earle Lockerby, “Deportation of the Acadians frdm$t.-Jean 1758The Island
Magazine46 (Fall/Winter 1999): 20.

%21 ockerby, “Deportation,” 22.

$3These Acadians persisted and ultimately thriveBomce Edward Island forming
a fourth ethnic group but one that was not roate@reat Britain as were the Scots, English
and Irish. The Acadians migrated internally onititiend to the west and with some Irish
formed communities. Both groups wanted to avoidateas that were being settled by the
Scots and English. Their isolation helped theirdaa culture to survive. Most of the
Mi'’kmagq settled in the west on Lennox Island, a Bmsalated island off the northwest
shore of Malpeque Bay.

$24Boylan, “Rule,” 35.

$5Boylan, “Rule,” 36.

%°Francis W. P. Bolger, “The Beginnings of Indeperweh767-1787" in
Canada’s Smallesed. Bolger, 37.

7Bolger, “Beginnings,” 44.
¥ Robertson, “Highlanders,” 227.
320 Robertson, “Highlanders,” 227.

$0W. F. Ganong The Foundations of the Modern Setthe¢rmkthe Miramichi in
Collections of the New Brunswick Historical Soc@ey1914, 309.

%1 Robertson, “Highlanders,” 227.

%32 J.M. BumstedlLand, Settlement and Politics on Eighteenth-CenRrigce
Edward Island(Kingston and Montreal: McGill-Queens UniversityeBs, 1987), 197.

333BumstedLand 198.



174

%4 Clark, Three Centuries237.

35 Clark, Three Centuries237.

¥¢Brendan O'Grady, “The Heritage of New Irelandihe Abegweit Review: New
Irelandin the Gulf of St. Lawrence -Second Volun@)Vinter1985):100. This breakdown
of Irish settlement patterns is based on the woBrendan O’Grady the leading historian
of the Irish immigration experience of colonialite Edward Island.

%7 \Walter Patterson was Irish and the first Govenfdhe colony. He convinced the
colonial assembly to change the name of the idlamew Ireland. The British government
considered the suggestion impertinent and in 178%tand’s name became Prince Edward
Island.

338G, Edward MacDonald\lew Ireland: The Irish on Prince Edward Island
(Charlottetown: Prince Edward Island Museum andtbige Foundation, 1990), 10.

339 MacDonald New Ireland 10.

#00’Grady,Exiles 142.

%1 O’'Grady,Exiles 142.

*2Robertson, “Highlanders,” 232.

3% MacDonald New Ireland 2.

34 MacDonald New Ireland 2.
%5 O’Grady,Exiles 11.
3¢ MacDonald New Ireland 2.
¥70O’Grady, Exiles 20.

348 Mac Donald New Ireland 7.

9 0O’Grady,Exiles 142.
¥0O’'Grady, Exiles,5.

®1Matthew G. Hatvany, “The Origins of the Acadiahoiteau An Environmental
Geography of the NortheasHistorical Geography30 (2002): 131.

%2 Rosemary Curley “The Essential Salt Marsh”



175

http://vre.upei,ca/islandarchives.ca/fedora/repogitre:islemag-batch2-546/0BJ/07The
essential salt marsh p20-28 pdf accessed JunelZ7/20

¥30’Grady, “Where,” 157.

¥10’'Grady, “Where were the Irish in 1864?” Tine Abegweit Review: New Ireland
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence - Third Volunge No.1 (Spring, 1988): 157.

%5Clark, Three Centuries70.

¥¢QO’'Grady, “Where,” 157. Donald Akenson has arguediragf the myth that the
Irish immigrants were a “city people.” He undersothat the majority of the Irish arriving
in British North America, in general wanted to fafdonald Akenson, “What is Known
about the Irish in North America.” ihe Untold StoryQ’Driscoll and Reynolds, eds., 215.

%7 Clark, Three Centuries37.

%8 Arsenaualt, Georges. The Acadians of/The Acadi¢i®immerside.
(Tracadie-Sheila New Brunswick: La Grande Mared,3)@.3.

%9 Clark, Three Centuries74.

360 Clark, Three Centurie91.

%1Bruce Elliott, “English Immigration to Prince Edweaisland Part 2,The
Island Magazine41 (Spring/ Summer 1997): 6.

%2 Clark, Three Centuries81-82. Clark is agreeing with two writer/commeata,
John McGregorHistorical and Descriptive Sketches of the Mariti@&onies of British
America(London,1828), which was later incorporated witmamichanges int8ritish
America (Edinburgh and London, 1833) and Walter Johnst@n8eries of
Letters..(Edinburgh, 1822) andiravels in Prince Edward Island(Edinburgh, 1823).
Clark does not quote these writers directly conogrthe Southern Irish low rating as
farmers. Refer to endnotes, 239.

%3Elliott, MagazinepPart 2, 7.

%4Elliott, Magazine Part 2, 7.

385 Clark, Three 91.

%¢O’Grady,Exiles 27-48; John Cousins. “The Irish of Lot 7,” ifhe Abegweit
Review: New Ireland in the Gulf of St. Lawrent€Spring 1983): 35-40; Kevin Farmer,
“Making Community in Kinkora,” inThe Abegweit5 (Winter, 1985): 50-58; Peter T.
McGuigan, “From Wexford and Monaghan: The Lot 28Hy” in The Abegweit5, (Winter,



176

1985):61-85; Reginald Porter, “The First Irish afish,”in The Abegweit4, (Spring

1983): 27-33. These articles and others from thpeeial issues give the reader a flavour of
the culture of the semi-Irish settlements in Pri@ceinty. Similar settlements were found in
eastern Queens and Kings Counties. Each commuagyuwique and had its own history
and development.

*7Robertson, “Highlanders,” 228.

%8Robertson’s entry ibictionary of Canadian Biography Volume X 1871880
for “George Coles,” 183.

%9Elliott, Magazine Part 2, 4.
$70Elliott, Magazine Part 2, 9.

81 There was a similar developing timber industrgbkshed in the Miramichi
River valley of New Brunswick. The Miramichi washort distance west across
Northumberland Strait from the North Cape of Prigckvard Island and was a major
population centre of Southeastern Irish.

$2Clark, Three Centuries38.

83 Clark, Three Centurie91.
$74Clark, Three Centurie91.
35 Bumsted, “Lord,” 6.

¥’ Boyde Beck;The Isle of Contentment: The Scots On Prince Edusadd
(Charlottetown: Prince Edward Island Museum & Haegé Foundation, 1991), 6. To
summarise, these Scottish groups included the 8aditish Catholic group of 220 settled
by Captain John MacDonald, Laird of Glenaladal&7i@2 in the Scotchfort/Tracadie area,
(Bumsted, “Settlement,” 184). The 800 Highland Sauftthe Hebrides Islands, 500 of
which were settled by Thomas Douglas, Lord Selkirk803 on his land in the Belfast area,
The other 300 Highlanders were from Uist but thieiyrabt settle on Selkirk land. (Bumsted,
“Lord Selkirk,” 5). Finally, the Glasgow Irish gup of 206, were assisted by the third son
of Captain John MacDonald, Father John MacDonaltBB0 around the Fort Augustus
area (O’GradyExiles 142).

$""Beck, The Isle 13.

78 Marjory HarperEmigration from North-East Scotland: Volume Onellivi
Exiles,(Aberdeen: Aberdeen University Press, 1988), 7.

$9Robertson, “Highlanders,” 228.



177

*°Robertson, “Highlanders,” 228.

% Robertson, “Highlanders,” 236.

*2MacDonald New Ireland 13.

%2 MacDonaldNew Ireland 13.

%4FensomeThe Last212.

% FensomeThe Last186.

¥ FensomeThe Last190.

%" Mannion,lrish, 31.

¥8Tomkins, Canada, 15.

%9 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Miramichi_Valley 9/2008, 1.
¥%http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Miramichi_Valley 9/2008, 1.

¥thttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Miramichi_Valley 9/2008, 2.

$2W. F. Ganong The Foundations of the Modern Setthe¢rmkthe Miramichi in
Collections of the New Brunswick Historical Socey1914, 308.

¥3GanongCollections 308.

¥http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miramichi_Valley 9/9008, 3.

395 GanongCollections 309.

¥ Davidson,Collections 310-313. Davidson established a salmon fisheeywils
the first to export from America to the Mediterrangn a ship built in New Brunswick of
300 tons. Davidson established a timber trade thighRoyal Navy for masts yards and
bowsprits. He also established shipbuilding andotibsaw mills industries. These
businesses employed many settlers from Englan&eaatdand with all this economic
activity. The Nova Scotia government had granted & business men to establish
businesses and attract settlers. Davidson appeadsdthis but the New Brunswick
authorities were not satisfied and escheated rge land grant.

¥7Ganong Collections 339.

3% MacNutt,New Brunswick43.



178

¥¥Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miramichi_alley 9/9/2008, 3.
*GanongCollections 340.

4OIMacNutt New Brunswick6?2.

““MacNutt New Brunswick63. Gail G. Campbell “New Brunswick” in. Gerald
Hallowell ed.The Oxford Companion to Canadian HistofJoronto: Oxford University
Press, 2004), 436-437. Campbell summarizes thelistsydemands for “land, place and
privilege.”

“3vlacNutt New Brunswick95s.
““MacNutt New Brunswickos.
“5 MacNutt, New Brunswick99.
“*MacNutt New Brunswick118.
“"MacNutt New Brunswick120.
“®MacNutt New Brunswick122.
“MacNutt New Brunswick143.

“"MacNutt New Brunswickl163.Lord Selkirk rejected New Brunswick because of
the scarcity of good agricultural land.

“IMacNutt New Brunswickl52.

42 Mannion,lrish, 20.

“Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miramichi_alley 9/9/2008, 3.

“4MacNutt New Brunswick179. The Miramichi valley had the highest repotat
for white pine. In 1818 1,520 British ships werealved with the North American timber
trade. Of these 297 were loaded in the Miramichil824, the Miramichi surpassed Saint
John as an exporter of timber. Alexander Rankirtrotied the timber trade on the northern
bank.

“MacNutt New Brunswick163.
“8\acNutt New Brunswick180.

47Mannion,lrish, 21.



179

48 Mannion,lrish, 24.

“19Peter Toner, The Origins of the New Brunswick Iyi851 Journal of Canadian
StudiesVol. 23, Nos.1&2 1988, 104.

*2°Toner,Origins, 108.

“Toner, Origins, 111.
*22Toner,Origins, 111.

*Toner, Origins 117.

*24Joseph Hunter completed the survey of the Barmali880 and Semiwagan in
1833. Mannionlrish, 39

“#http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Miramichi_Valley 9/2008, 2.

426 Mannion lIrish, 40

*2"Einzelhof is a German term for an isolated farnttéannion’s Glossary in
Irish,179.

428 Mannion,lrish, 49.
429 Mannion,lrish, 53

*Mannion,lrish, 53The landlords regarded the Irish peasantry as beitigrly
without organization“If Irish settlement is to be largely promoted@anada, the land as
well as the Church, the Clergyman, Drainage anddRaae Mill, the Store, the
Blacksmith’s shop, the School, must be furnisheddiye Providence, some Organization,
some Exertions; not those of the Bulk of the SettldGreat Britain Committee on
Colonization from IrelandAppendix 25, p. 212)

41 Mannion,lrish, 54.

“2William R. MacKinnon Over the Portage: Early History of the Upper
Miramichi. (Fredericton, New Brunswick: New Ireland Pres3)@, 2.

43 MacKinnon Over 6.
4 MacKinnon,Over, 21.

“* Spray, “The Irish in Miramichi,” 57.

“\MacNutt, New Brunswick180.



180

“7"MacKinnon Over, 56.
438 MacNutt, New Brunswick163.

“?MacNutt,New Brunswick281.
“OWynn, Timber, 34..
“I\Wynn, Timber, 134.
“2\Wynn, Timber 137.

“3Scott W. See, “Polling Crowds and Patronage: NewnBwick’s ‘Fighting
Elections’ of 1842-3Canadian Historical Reviewr2, 1991.

*4See Fighting, 153.

5 See Fighting, 155.0ne candidate, John Hea made an (in)famous speech i
Gaelic to indicate his ethnic identity with crowidghe Chatham. Another candidate John
A. Street had a reputation as being anti-Cathglithough he denied it, he probably lost
votes among the extensive Irish vote on the sonthank’s including perhaps Mannion’s
study area. The congregations of Roman Catholid€Emiscopalians showed some
religious antagonism at the St Andrew’s riot.

*®See Fighting, 156.

*“7Scott W. SeeRiots in New Brunswick: Orange Nativism and Sovdialence in
the 1840s(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1993), 4.

*8See, Riots, 11. Nativism is the response of arbkslteed group of ethnicity,
religion or political ideology towards other groypdten recent immigrants whose race,
religion or culture are markedly different. Radgstas, nationalism, negative rhetoric and
violence can be used by the dominant group to galtguthe other.

“?See Riots 8.

*See Riots 9.

**1See Riots 10.

®20’Grady “A ‘New Ireland’ Lost; the Presence in RnEdward Island,” in

O’Driscoll and Reynolds eddJntold, 203. Toner, “Another ‘New Ireland’ Lost: The Irish
of New Brunswick,” in O’Driscoll and Reynolds edsntold, 231



181

53 Stephen J. Hornsbgurveyors of Empire: Samuel Holland, J.W.F. Desds
and the making of The Atlantic Neptu(Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queens
University Press, 2011), 76-77.

**Toner, “Census” in Toner, edRemembered.26.

45Toner, “Census,” 127.

**Toner, “Origins”, 104. Catholics came from Counfiégperary, Leix, Kilkenny
and Waterford.

*"Frederick H. A. Allen, “Rural and Urban Settlemehis Encyclopedia of
Ireland, (Dublin: Allen Figgus, 1968), 150.

**8Toner, “Census,” 126.
**9Toner, “Census,” 127.
*0Toner, “Census,” 128.
**1Toner, “Census,” 130.
*2Toner, “Census,” 132.
*3Toner, “Census,” 126.

**“David Weale, “The Emigrant: Beginnings in Scotldrithe Island Magazine
no.16 (Fall/Winter 1984):15.

*%>Mannion,Irish, 173. Important factors include the local commyrhysical
environment (which is largely a nissological exaation) and the rural economy.

468 Mannion,lrish, 165.

47”Mannion,lrish, 165.

*81rish from the County Monaghan in the north of &red did settle in the Kinkora
area. This farmland in the interior was excellembfland. Also the Glasgow Irish who also
originated in the north of Ireland settled in th@tFAugustus area. Lord Selkirk’s settlers
from Scotland also settled as a group in the Betfeesa.

49 Bumsted, Land, 195.

4%1an Ross Robertson, “Introductiof;he Prince Edward Island Land Commission
of 186Q (Saint John: Acadiensis Press 1986)xx.



182

41 RobertsonCommissionxii.

42RobertsonCommissionxiv.

43 RobertsonCommissionxv.

" Concise Canadian Oxford Dictionafyoronto: Oxford University Press, 2005),
s.v.”farmstead.”.

**llustrated Historical Atlas of the Province of Rde Edward Islande-printed
ed. (Belleville Ontario: Mika Publishing Compang717) 59-60.

476 Mannion,Irish, 165.

*7 Also the land was heavily forested and took yeauddar and this would have
affected settlement patterns.

‘8 peter McGuigan, “From Wexford and Monaghan: The22trish.,” The
Abegweit Review: New Ireland in the Gulf of St. teawe - Second Volunig no.1
(Winter,1985): 69.

*Handrahan, Gerald. “Irish Settlements in Tignist ®itinity,” The Abegweit
Review: New Ireland in the Gulf of St. Lawrencéird Volume6, no.1 (Spring,1988): 111.

480 Mannion,lrish, 169.

81 Soil types, topography and climate were also ketofa in determining location
of farms.

“82Mannion,lrish, 173.

*3There were a few exceptions, refer to endnote 461.

*84Mannion,Irish, 172. Mannion states this was true for all theuatdry streams of
European immigrants not just the Irish.

\W. Gordon Handcock. “English Migration to Newfouadd” in The Peopling of
Newfoundland: Essays in Historical Geograpfilypronto: University of Toronto Press,
1977), 26.

*®*Handcock, “English Migration.” 29. In 1720 Commodd®erry reported to the
British Council of Trade and Plantations that ewsgr ships from Bristol, Bideford and
Barnstaple carried large numbers of Irish Romarm@lat servants to St. John’s and the
southern Avalon Peninsula. Thus it was largelyEhglish who transported Southeastern
Irish as well as the English to Newfoundland.. Ppheallel streams of migrants were
connected by this migration across to the New World



183

*” Handcock, “English Migration.” 30.

8 Handcock, “English Migration.” 44. Emigration reéds of marriage frequencies
indicate that the main period of emigration frora British Isles as a whole to
Newfoundland spanned 1795-1845 and the peak irdlix@820 and 1830s.

9 Handcock, “English Migration.” 44.

*®Handcock, “English Migration.” 39

*1Handcock, “English Migration.” 39. O’Grady also ddbes a similar situation
for Prince Edward Island settlers coming from thredrland of Waterford.

*2Handcock, “English Migration.” 39.

*3Handcock, “English Migration.” 44

*94Bruce Elliott, “English Immigration to Prince Edwaalsland; Part OneThe
Island Magazineno. 40 (Fall/Winter 1996): 3-11; and Part Two, Tsland Magazine, no.
41 (Spring/Summer 1997): 3-9.

*Margaret R Conrad and James K. Hillstiantic Canada: A Region in the
Making,(Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2001), 110. Preostook-Madawaska area of
the Upper St. John River was divided by the WebAstburton Treaty. Large numbers of
Americans continued to be involved in New Brunswgdues.

¢ Spray, William A. “Reception of the Irish in New Brswick” in, Historical
Essays on the Irish in New Brunswick: New Irelaedn@mberedFredericton: New
Ireland Press, 1988) 22.

*"Edward Macdonald, “Who’s Afraid of the Fenians? Hemian Scare on Prince
Edward Island 1865-1867Acadiensis38, no.1 (Winter/Spring), 2009. accessed 21 March
2014, <http://journals.hil.unb.ca/index.php/Acadisfrt/printerFriendly/124..>

4% Mannion,lrish, 173.

99 Grant McCall, Nissology A Debate and Discourse from Belpw. accessed 21
October 2013. <http://southpacific.arts.unsw.awieses/resource_nissology.htm>.

*®There was a parallel situation in Ireland, thathiere were many landlords and
their agents were quite oppressive in the way thested their tenant$his was why many
farmers wanted to leave Southeastern Ireland ifirgteplace.

*tMark Hatvany, “The Proprietary Burden?” Island Magazineno. 44



184

(Fall/Winter 1998): 3-7 accessed 21 March 2014,
<http://vre2.upei.cal/islandmagazine/fedora/repogitoe%3Aislemag-batch2-580/0BJ.>

*2Hatvany, “Burden.” 4.

%3 Hatvany, “Burden.” 4-5. Some contemporary commensathought the
graduated system on Prince Edward Island was sugerihe down payment and mortgage
system that existed in most of North America. Potsiand farmers without capital were
better able to settle a farm without immediatelyuiming the debt of down payment or
mortgage payments while at the same time tryingdar the land and improve it. Hatvany
feels these are important considerations and hesribat there were numerous cases of
capital-poor settlers in New Brunswick and Novattcawho lost their farms when they
could not make the mortgage payments.

% Clark, Three Centurie€95. In 1841 out of a total number of occupiers ,6¢6,
freeholders numbered 2030.

% Rusty BittermannRural Protest On Prince Edward Island: From British
Colonialization to the Escheat Movemd{itoronto: University of Toronto Press, 2006), 55

% Hatvany, “Burden.” 7.
7" Hatvany, “Burden.” 7.
% Hatvany, “Burden.” 7.

% Bittermann, Rusty. “Agrarian Protest and Cultdradnsfer: Irish Immigrants and
the Escheat Movement on Prince Edward Islaa The Irish in Atlantic Canada
1780-1900ed Thomas P Power (Fredericton: New Ireland Pfe1). 96.

*1%Bittermann Rural Protest49-50. In the late1820s eighteen great propsetach
held lots of 20,000 acres or more. The top 6 e$éhgreat proprietors collectively owned
one third to one half of the entire island. Slightiore than half the eighty proprietors
possessing more than 500 acres were Island resideotighly one-third of the rural
population were freeholders controlled collectivé8fo of the Island

*1 Bittermann, “Escheat” 9%iolence in Southeastern Ireland included
Whiteboyism in reaction to increased rents anddaglearances, changes in land use and
evictions. This resulted in Whiteboys organizing thkmoval of fences or livestock,
ploughing up pasture, assassination, arson, thmeatétters and nocturnal visits to
intimidate by armed gangs in Whiteboy garb. Thaygb to preserve the traditional status
qguo of landlordism whereas the Southeastern Imnshtlae Highlanders sought to abolish
landlordism on Prince Edward Island.

SL2Bjttermann, “Escheat,” 98.



185

S13Bittermann, “Escheat,” 106.
54 Bittermann, “Escheat,” 106.
S15Bittermann, “Escheat,” 98.

1 Arthur R. M. Lower,Great Britain’s Woodyard: British America and thamber
Trade 1763-1867Montreal and London: McGill-Queens University Pres973, 191. He
is citing John McGregoHlistorical and Descriptive Sketches of the Mariti@a&onies
(London: Longman Rees, Rees, Orme. Brown & Gre828), 168.

*"Lower, Woodyard 67.

°18 Stephen ARoyle, “Bridging the Gap: Prince Edward Island émel
Confederation Bridge,” iBritish Journal of Canadian Studie$4, no 2 (1999) 242.

*¥Royle, “Bridging,” 242.
>0 Royle, “Bridging,” 244.

2L E. M. DeLoughreyRoots and Routes: Navigating Caribbean and Patsfand
Literatures.(Honolulu HI.: University of Hawaii Press, 2007).

*22(0’Grady,Exiles 55.

23 O’'Grady,Exiles 55.

**There was near total isolation in the winter buirtyice-free seasons the
isolation was more limited and could be interrupted

*%MacDonald,Stronghearted31

526Toner, “Census,” 131.

°2’ Stewart Donovarin the Wake of Dark Passadée New Brunswick Irish Portal
May 17, 2010 (Fredericton, New Brunswick: Provih@&echives of New Brunswick,
accessed 5/31/2010 2010. <http://archives.gnbisiaVVDP/en Default.aspx>.

28 Toner, “Another ‘New Ireland’ Lost.” 235.
> ower, Woodyard 52.
% Grant McCall. “Nissology: A Debate and DiscourserRrBelow”

http://web.archive.org/web/20090304222921/HTTPutkpacific.arts.unsw.edu.au/resour
ces/resource nissology.htm (accessed 11/21/2013).



186

31 Margaret Doyle, “An Island Solution to an IslandBlem? A Study of Women'’s
Rights on Prince Edward Island & Ireland: 1841-1984.A. Thesis, University of Prince
Edward Island, Charlottetown, 2010), 113.

32 Doyle “Island Solution,”155.
3 0O’'Grady,Exiles .

°3 Horace B. Carver, (Commissionefhie Gift of Jurisdiction: Our Island
Province Report of the Commission on the Lands ProtectianJme 30, 2013.
(Charlottetown: Communications PEI, 2013), 2. Castates that “we Islanders are in a
unique situation — we’ve inherited the gift of gdiction as an island province. It is a
valuable gift, one not to be underestimated or loed&ed, but rather to be cherished as the
special gift that it is.”



187

Appendix of lllustrations



188

. North
|
[

MAP OF R~ S
IRELAND {-uonpoNDERRY,

T -3 ar

f
ULSTE’!{ S
“'LI TYRONE fl )
! ""1.)""

’

T an =
Yy .,,-r"““- rr i

I'EHM&HAEH "

1 ¢ L t{g A mnmm
iLlGU - B HSMGNA[‘HEN b
o \\ M=l P

*‘hl =T ey L
: e : CAVAN h
MAYO _‘.4 St ”‘x y }JFI

<= Westport ,Rﬂscnmn-mnx A N s =

SR

s '|.| s,
LONGFORD %,
® q,‘é}cgmmaciﬁ" P e
- kLT [
WESTMEATH)' ) IRISH
““’"?95 L r.nm:lnn
N

OFFALY KILDARE ;DUELEM
,_1

f L‘I:. IN S'T{.’ER/:

LETX

GALWAY ‘-II

ATELANTIC

JEA

, J_r-»._.'
OCEAN &L

5t George's

Chawnel

Figure 1. Map, Map of Ireland. Source. O’Driscébbert and Lorna Reynolds.
“Introduction” In The Untold Story: The Irish in Canagded. O'Driscoll &Reynolds vol.1.,



189

Toronto: Celtic Arts of Canada, 1988 inside cover.

Eilomieress

Figure 2. Map, Permanently Inhabited English Fighitarbours in Newfoundland,
1675-1684. Source. Pope, PeteFEh into Wine: The Newfoundland Plantation in the
Seventeenth Centur@hapel Hill and London: The University of North Glna Press,

2004. Map 5, 49.
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Figure 26 Map, Barnaby Initial settlement 1825-18356urce. Mannion, Johnldish
Settlement in Eastern Canada::A Study of Culturah$fer and Adaptation.oronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1974. Figure 8, 40.
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MAP I THE “COASTAL" IRISH
NEWFOUNDLAND HALIFAX
(after Mannion) (after Punch)

(LESS THAN 1% NOT REPRESENTED) °

Figure 28. Map, The “Coastal” Irish: Newfoundlafadter Mannion) & Halifax (after
Punch). Source Toner, Peter M. “The Origins ofNleev Brunswick Irish, 1852Journal of
Canadian Studie23, no. 1-2 Spring/Summer, (1988) Map I, 107.
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Figure 29. Map, “Home” Counties For New Brunswiikh” Source Toner, Peter M. “The
Origins of the New Brunswick Irish, 1853burnal of Canadian Studi&8, no. 1-2
Spring/Summer, (1988) Map Il, 109.
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Figure 30. Map, Catholic Regional DistributionirBalohn City & County, St. John
Valley, North Shore. Source Toner, Peter M. “Th&(@s of the New Brunswick Irish,
1852 Journal of Canadian Studie®3, no. 1-2 Spring/Summer, (1988) Map 111, 110.
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