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Weaving & Learning



Tapestries
present beautiful 

landscapes...

where each thread is 
unique...

in the context of the 
larger work.



One Thread
canonical in context...

is the key to creating rich 
tapestries...

in the physical and the 
digital realm.



Seadragon

http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/view/id/129
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/view/id/129


“Once text is digital, books seep out 
of  their bindings and weave 

themselves together. The collective 
intelligence of  a library allows us to 
see things we can't see in a single, 

isolated book.”

Scan This Book! KEVIN KELLY New York Times: May 14, 2006



Leveraging the Net as a framework 
to build  Community and Knowledge, 
with Data as the Threads enabling 

Creation of durable services and 
resources Accessible to all systems 
and people, resulting in an ever-
evolving and rich user-centric 

Tapestry.

Web 2.0



Information Threads

32 million books, 2 million currently digital

750 million articles/essays

25 million songs

500 million images

4 million videos/short films

100 billion public websites

200 petabytes all printed information



Threads and Looms

Threads are key to weaving learning landscapes

Can be found in a range of Web resources

Created with tools to fit different styles/needs

Looms can be found in a system like Moodle

Standard system makes creation/support easier

Focus on content and pedagogy, not software



Moodle Loom



Moodle

Default campus Learning Management System

Excellent open source, extensible system

Many standard modules (web, wiki, forums, grades)

Easy to incorporate existing material (.doc, .ppt, .html)

UPEI extending Moodle with custom blocks such as 
Library-specific blocks







Library Thread



Library Threads in Moodle

Library a foundation resource

Working on tight integration with Moodle

Goal of course-specific threads for all courses with:

standard resources + Help link

discipline-specific resources

course-specific resources



Standard Library Thread

Top contains general 
links for all courses

Middle Live Help icon

Bottom contains 
discipline and course 
specific links





http://people.upei.ca/mmmag/LearningObjects/2007_08_29_vtour-480-flv/2007_08_29_vtour-480-flv.html
http://people.upei.ca/mmmag/LearningObjects/2007_08_29_vtour-480-flv/2007_08_29_vtour-480-flv.html


Other Library Threads

eReserve Lists

Federated Search Box

Journal Subject Lists

Custom screencasts









http://people.upei.ca/mmmag/LearningObjects/PsycInfoIntro/PsycInfoIntro.html
http://people.upei.ca/mmmag/LearningObjects/PsycInfoIntro/PsycInfoIntro.html


RSS Thread



Feed Me

RSS (Really Simple Syndication) 

Provides for a simple way to integrate resources

Can be integrated into web pages, Moodle, Mobile 
devices

Easy way to build collaborative sites

RSS lists or links are called Feeds



Del.icio.us

Social bookmarking tool

Good replacement for local browser bookmarks

Use to store personal website links and also share

Create an RSS feed from a specific search/tag set

Once in RSS can be used as a thread in many places















RefWorks

Citation management system

build databases of citations

include links to fulltext

Using RSS easy to integrate into Moodle





Open Thread



Open

Open is critical to crafting learning landscapes

Imbalance to IP is tying hands of educator & learner

Openish threads

Open Source

Open Access

Open Content



Open

Standards

Source

Content

Knowledge

Governance

Create



Future Threads



UPEI Threads...

Repository for 
learning/research 
material

Digitization facility

Additional information 
blocks for Moodle

http://people.upei.ca/mmmag/web3d/mollusc2.html
http://people.upei.ca/mmmag/web3d/mollusc2.html


Mashups...



What You Didn’t Think of

Yet...


